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Fl ori da Senate - 2007 CS for SM 1506

By the Committee on Health Policy; and Senators Peaden and
Dockery

587-2071-07
Senate Menoria
A nenorial to the Congress of the United
States, urging Congress to tinely reauthorize
the State Children's Health | nsurance Program
to assure federal funding for the Florida

Ki dCare Program

WHEREAS, the Senate of the State of Florida recognizes
the health of the state's children to be of paranount
i mportance to families in this state, and

WHEREAS, the Senate of the State of Florida regards
poor child health as a threat to the educational achi evenent
and the social and psychol ogi cal well-being of the children of
this state, and

VWHEREAS, the Senate of the State of Florida considers
protecting the health of its children to be essential to the
wel | -being of the youngest citizens and the quality of life in
this state, and

VWHEREAS, the Senate considers the Florida KidCare
Program which was created in 1998 and currently has 1, 388,520
children enrolled, to be an integral part of the arrangenents
for health benefits for the children of the State of Florida,
and

WHEREAS, the Senate recognizes the value of the Florida
Ki dCare Programin preserving child wellness, preventing and
treating chil dhood disease, inproving health outconmes, and
reduci ng overall health costs, and

VWHEREAS, the Senate of the State of Florida considers
the federal funding available for the Florida KidCare Program
to be indispensable to providing health benefits for children
of nodest nmeans, NOW THEREFORE
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Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the Florida Senate urges the United States
Congress to tinely reauthorize the State Children's Health
I nsurance Program (SCHIP) to ensure federal funding for the
Fl ori da Ki dCare Program

That the Florida Senate urges the Governor to use his
best efforts to work with the Florida delegation to the United
States Congress to ensure that SCHIP is reauthorized in a
timely manner.

That the Florida Senate recognize's that all conponents
of state government should work together with educators,
health care providers, social workers, and parents to ensure
that all available public and private assistance for providing
heal th benefits to uninsured children in this state is used to
t he maxi mum ext ent possi bl e.

That the Florida Senate urges the Governor to use his
best efforts to provide nmeani ngful assistance to help identify
and enroll children who qualify for the Florida KidCare
Program

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nmenorial be
di spatched to the President of the United States, to the
Presi dent of the United States Senate, to the Speaker of the
United States House of Representatives, and to each nenber of

the Florida delegation to the United States Congress.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1506

The comm ttee substitute corrects the nane of the State
Children's Health I nsurance Program and i ncl udes the nost
recent Florida Kidcare enroll nent nunbers as of March 2007.
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