© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W WN RN NNMNDNDRNDNNRNNDNRR R R B R B R B R
P O © ® N O U A W N RP O © ® N O 00 » W N B O

Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SB 1598

By Senator Saunders

37-1196A- 07
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to the public health system
anmending s. 381.001, F.S.; revising the intent
of the Legislature regarding the mssion of the
state's public health system the Departnent of
Health's duty to nonitor and regul ate factors
in the environment which affect the public
heal th, and the functions of the public health
systemwith regard to | ocal planning and
devel opnent activities; providing additiona
| egi slative intent regarding the inprovenent of
the | and use planni ng and growth nanagenent
process by planning agenci es; providing an

effective date.

VWHEREAS, the cost of health care in this state has
grown substantially, and hospitals statewi de face $2.1 billion
i n unconpensated care annually, and an estimted 20 percent of
Florida's population is now uni nsured, and

WHEREAS, the state's population is now over 18 mllion
and continues to grow, and

WHEREAS, motor vehicle traffic has continually risen
and the nunmber of trips people take on foot has dropped by 42
percent in the last 20 years, and the percentage of all trips
under a 1/2 mile which are nmade by vehicle instead of wal king
in Florida is 54 percent, and the percentage of all traffic
deat hs involving pedestrians in Florida is 17 percent, and

WHEREAS, asthma associated with poor air quality from
notor vehicles is the nunber one reason children visit the

enmergency room and mi ss school, and
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1 VWHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
2| report that 60 percent of adults in this state are overwei ght
3| or at risk of becom ng overwei ght, and that 28 percent of

4| I owinconme children between 2 and 5 years of age in this state
5| are overweight or at risk of beconing overweight, and

6 WHEREAS, Dr. Julie Gerberding, the Director of the

7| Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reports that 1 in 3
8| Anmericans born in 2000 will devel op di abetes sonetinme during
9| their lifetime and that Type Il Di abetes, once called

10| adul t-onset diabetes, is beconming increasingly common in

11| children, and the cost for treating diabetes in the United

12| States is estimated at $132 billion annually, and

13 WHEREAS, Florida has a |arge elderly population to

14| consider when planning for future transportation, health care,
15| and community needs, and the nunber of people ol der than age
16| 65 will double by the year 2020, and

17 VWHEREAS, Dr. Howard Frunkin, the current Director of

18| the National Center for Environmental Health, and Dr. Richard
19| Jackson, the forner Director of the National Center for

20| Environnental Health and the former California State Health
21| Oficer, believe that the physical environment affects

22| physical and nmental health, and that comrunities nust be

23| designed to encourage wal ki ng, biking, and social interaction
24| and to prevent traffic injuries, decrease air and water

25| pollution, inprove pedestrian facilities, preserve green

26| space, upgrade public transportation, and offer healthfu

27| services in near proximty, and

28 WHEREAS, the break between the planning and devel opnent
29| processes and comrunity public health must be bridged, NOW

30| THEREFORE

31
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1| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

2

3 Section 1. Section 381.001, Florida Statutes, is

4| anmended to read:

5 381.001 Legislative intent; public health system --

6 (1) It is the intent of the Legislature that the

7| Departnent of Health be responsible for the state's public

8| health system which shall be designed to pronote, protect, and
9| inprove the health of all people in the state. The m ssion of
10| the state's public health systemis to foster the conditions
11| in which people can be healthy, by assessing state and

12| community health needs and priorities through data collection
13| epidem ol ogic studies, health-affect assessnments, and

14| community participation; by devel opi ng conprehensive public
15| health policies and objectives ainmed at inproving the health
16| status of people in the state; and by ensuring essentia

17| health care and a natural and built am environment which

18| enhances the health of the individual and the community. The
19| Legislature recognizes that the state's public health system
20| nmust be founded on an active partnership between federal

21| state, and | ocal governnment and between the public and private
22| sectors, and, therefore, assessnment, policy devel opnent, and
23| service provision nust be shared by all of these entities to
24| achieve its mssion.

25 (2) It is the intent of the Legislature that the

26| departnment, in carrying out the mssion of public health,

27| focus attention on identifying, assessing, and controlling the
28| presence and spread of communi cabl e di seases; on nonitoring
29| and regulating factors in the natural and built environnent
30| which may inpair the public's health, with particul ar

31| attention to supporting healthy communities; preventing
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1| contamination of drinking water, the air people breathe, and

2| the food people consune; and ensuring availability of and

3| access to preventive and primary health care, including, but

4| not limted to, acute and episodic care, prenatal and

5| postpartumcare, child health, fam |y planning, school health,

6| chronic disease prevention, child and adult inmmunization

7| dental health, nutrition, and health educati on and pronotion

8| services.

9 (3) It is, furthernmore, the intent of the Legislature
10| that the public health systeminclude conprehensive pl anning,
11| data collection, technical support, and health resource
12| devel opnent functions. These functions include, but are not
13| limted to, state |l aboratory and pharmacy services, the state
14| vital statistics system the Florida Center for Health
15| Informati on and Policy Analysis, energency nedical services
16| coordination and support, assessnent of |ocal planning and
17| devel opnent activities, and recruitnent, retention, and
18| devel opnent of preventive and primary health care
19| professionals and managers.

20 (4) It is, furthernmore, the intent of the Legislature
21| that the department provide public health services through the
22| 67 county health departnments in partnership with county

23| governnments, as specified in part | of chapter 154, and in so
24| doing make every attenpt possible to solicit the support and
25| involvenent of private and not-for-profit health care agencies
26| in fulfilling the public health nission.

27 (5) It is, furthernore, the intent of the Legislature,
28| recognizing that the roots of planning and zoning are in the
29| public health field, that the state, regional, and |oca

30| planning agencies inprove the |and use planning and growth

31| manhagenent process through the foll owi ng neans:
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(a) Use and nmeke reference to the Principles of Smart

Growt h, a devel opi ng novenent that invests tine, attention,

and resources in restoring comunity and vitality to center

cities and older suburbs, in | and use decisionneking.

(b) Support public health nenbership on review boards,

pl anni ng _conmm ssions, regional planning councils, and other

pl anni ng bodi es of deliberation.

(c) Provide incentives for devel opers and comunity

redevel opnent projects at the local level in order to support

a _healthy devel opnent certification or smart growth

designation for such qualifying devel opnents or projects.

(d) Support the use of health-affect assessnents on

devel opnents of a certain size or of a devel opnent consi dered

to be regional

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becomng a

| aw.

R I R R R O S S R

SENATE SUMVARY

Revi ses the intent of the Legislature regarding the

nm ssion of the state's public health system the
Department of Health's duty to nonitor and regul ate
factors in the environment which affect the public
health, and the functions of the public health system
with regard to |l ocal planning and devel opnent activities.
Provi des additional legislative intent regarding the

i nprovenent of the | and use planning and growth
managenent process by planni ng agenci es.
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