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Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SB 1620
By Senator Rich

34- 1010A- 07
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the public broadcasting
system for the state; anmending s. 1001. 26,
F.S.; requiring that the system support certain
radi o and tel evision stations that are |icensed
by the Federal Conmunications Conmi ssion as
full -power, noncomercial educational broadcast
systens; authorizing the Departnent of
Education to provide funding for stations that
are |licensed as noncommerci al educati onal

provi ding an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 1001. 26,
Florida Statutes, are anended to read

1001.26 Public broadcasting program system --

(1) There is created a public broadcasting program
system for the state. The departnment shall administer this
program system pursuant to rul es adopted by the State Board of
Educati on. This program system nmust conpl enent and share
resources with the instructional programmi ng service of the
Department of Education and educational UHF, VHF, |ITFS, and FM
stations in the state. The program system nust i ncl ude:

(a) Support for existing Corporation for Public
Broadcasting qualified program system educational radio and
tel evision stations and new stations neeting Corporation for

Publ i ¢ Broadcasting qualifications or |licensed by the Federa

Communi cations Conmi ssion as full-power, nonconmercia

educational broadcast systems and providing a first service to

an audi ence that does not currently receive a broadcast signa
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or providing a significant new program service as defined by
rule by the State Board of Education

(b) Maintenance of quality broadcast capability for
educational stations that are part of the program system

(c) Interconnection of all educational stations that
are part of the program system for sinmultaneous broadcast and
of such stations with all universities and other institutions
as necessary for sharing of resources and delivery of
progr amm ng.

(d) Establishnment and nei ntenance of a capability for
statewi de programdistribution with facilities and staff,
provi ded such facilities and staff conplenment and strengthen
exi sting or future educational television and radio stations
in accordance with paragraph (a) and s. 1001.25(2)(c).

(e) Provision of both statew de programr ng funds and
station progranm ng support for educational television and
educational radio to nmeet statewide priorities. Priorities for
station progranm ng need not be the sanme as priorities for
programm ng to be used statew de. Station progranm ng nmay
i nclude, but shall not be limted to, citizens' participation
programnms, music and fine arts prograns, coverage of public
heari ngs and governnental neetings, equal air time for
political candidates, and other public interest programmi ng.

(2)(a) The Departnent of Education is responsible for
i mpl ementing the provisions of this section pursuant to s.
282.102 and may enpl oy personnel, acquire equi pnent and
facilities, and performall duties necessary for carrying out
t he purposes and objectives of this section.

(b) The department shall provide through educationa
tel evision and other electronic nmedia a nmeans of extending
educational services to all the state system of public

2

CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W WN RN NNMNDNDRNDNNRNNDNRR R R B R B R B R
P O © ® N O U A W N RP O © ® N O 00 » W N B O

Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SB 1620
34- 1010A- 07

education. The departnment shall recommend to the State Board
of Education rul es necessary to provide such services.

(c) The departnment is authorized to provide equi pnment,
funds, and other services to extend and update both the
exi sting and the proposed educational television and radio
systems of tax-supported and nonprofit, corporate-owned
facilities. Al stations funded nmust be qualified by the

Corporation for Public Broadcasting or licensed by the Federa

Communi cations Conmi ssion as full-power, nonconmercia

educational broadcast systems. New stations eligible for
funding shall provide a first service to an audience that is
not currently receiving a broadcast signal or provide a
signi fi cant new program servi ce as defined by State Board of
Education rul es. Funds appropriated to the departnent for
educational television and funds appropriated to the
departnent for educational radio may be used by the departnent
for either educational television or educational radio, or for
bot h.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.

R I R R R O S S R

SENATE SUMVARY

Requires that certain radio and tel evision stations
| i censed as full-power, noncomercial educationa

br oadcast s%stens by the Federal Conmunications
Commi ssi on be supported under the state public
broadcasting system Authorizes the Departnent of
Education to provide funding for such stations.
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