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By the Committee on Hi gher Educati on Appropriations; and
Senators Celrich, Rich and Dockery

605- 2599- 07
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to acadenic fees; anending s.
3 1009.01, F.S.; defining the term"tuition
4 differential"; anending s. 1009.24, F.S.
5 authorizing a university to transfer revenues
6 fromcertain fees to a university
7 di rect-support organization; limting the
8 pur poses for which such revenues nmay be used,;
9 limting the amount that nay be transferred;
10 authorizing the Board of Governors of the State
11 University Systemto establish uniform
12 undergraduate tuition differentials; providing
13 certain conditions for the tuition
14 differentials; anending s. 1009.98, F.S.
15 authorizing the Florida Prepaid Coll ege Board
16 to provi de advance paynent contracts for
17 tuition differentials for a specified nunber of
18 under graduat e senester hours; providing an
19 effective date.
20
21| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
22
23 Section 1. Section 1009.01, Florida Statutes, is
24| anended to read:
25 1009.01 Definitions.--The term
26 (1) "Tuition" nmeans the basic fee charged to a student
27| for instruction provided by a public postsecondary educati ona
28| institution in this state. A charge for any other purpose
29| shall not be included within this fee.
30 (2) "CQut-of-state fee" neans the additional fee for
31| instruction provided by a public postsecondary educati ona
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1| institution in this state, which fee is charged to a

2| non-Florida student as defined in rules of the State Board of
3| Education. A charge for any other purpose shall not be

4| included within this fee.

5 (3) "Tuition differential" nmeans the supplenental fee
6| charged to a student for instruction provided by a public

7| university in this state pursuant to s. 1009.24(15).

8 Section 2. Subsection (8) of section 1009.24, Florida
9| Statutes, is amended, and subsection (15) is added to that

10| section, to read:

11 1009.24 State university student fees.--

12 (8) Each university board of trustees is authorized to
13| establish separate activity and service, health, and athletic
14| fees. When duly established, the fees shall be collected as
15| component parts of tuition and fees and shall be retained by
16| the university and paid into the separate activity and

17| service, health, and athletic funds. Notw thstanding any other
18| provision of law to the contrary, a university may transfer
19| revenues derived fromthe fees authorized pursuant to this

20| subsection to a university direct-support organization of the
21| university to be used only for the purpose of paying and

22| securing debt on projects approved pursuant to s. 1010.62 and
23| pursuant to a witten agreenment approved by the Board of

24| Governors. The ampunt transferred may not exceed the anmount
25| authorized for annual debt service pursuant to s. 1010.62.

26 (15) The Board of Governors nmmy establish a uniform

27| maxi mum undergraduate tuition differential that does not

28| exceed 40 percent of tuition for all universities that neet
29| the criteria for Funding Level 1 under s. 1004.635(3), and nay
30| establish a uniform maxi num undergraduate tuition differentia
31| that does not exceed 30 percent of tuition for al
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universities that neet the criteria for Funding Level 2 under

s. 1004.635(3). However, the board shall ensure that the

maxi num tuition differential it establishes for universities

neeting the Funding Level 1 criteria is at |east 30 percent

greater than the maximumtuition differential the board

establishes for universities that neet Funding Level 2

criteria. The tuition differential is subject to the follow ng

condi tions:

(a) The sumof tuition and the tuition differentia

may not be increased by nore than 15 percent of the tota

charged for these fees in the preceding fiscal year

(b) The tuition differential nmay not be cal cul ated as

a part of the scholarship prograns established in ss.

1009. 53-1009. 537.

(c) Beneficiaries having prepaid tuition contracts

pursuant to s. 1009.98(2)(b) which were in effect on July 1,

2007, and which remnin in effect, are exenpt fromthe paynent

of the tuition differential

(d) The tuition differential nmay not be charged to any

student who was in attendance at the university before July 1,

2007, and who nmintai ns continuous enroll nent.

(e) The tuition differential may be waived by the

uni versity for students who neet the eliqgibility requirenents

for the Florida public student assistance grant established in

s. 1009. 50.

(f) A university board of trustees that has been

aut hori zed by the Board of Governors to establish a tuition

differential pursuant to this subsection nay establish the

tuition differential at a rate |ower than the maxi num tuition

differential established by the board, but may not exceed the

maxi mum tuition differential established by the board.
3
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1 () The revenue generated fromthe tuition

2| differential nust be spent solely for inproving the quality of
3| direct undergraduate instruction and support services.

4 (h) Information relating to the annual receipt and

5| expenditure of the proceeds fromthe assessnent of the tuition
6| differential shall be reported by the university in accordance
7| with guidelines established by the Board of Governors.

8 Section 3. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
9| 1009.98, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

10 1009.98 Stanley G Tate Florida Prepaid College

11| Program - -

12 (2) PREPAID COLLEGE PLANS.--At a nmininmm the board

13| shall mnmeke advance paynent contracts available for two

14| i ndependent plans to be known as the community coll ege plan

15| and the university plan. The board may al so nmake advance

16| paynent contracts available for a dormitory residence plan.

17| The board may restrict the nunmber of participants in the

18| community college plan, university plan, and dormtory

19| residence plan, respectively. However, any person denied
20| participation solely on the basis of such restriction shall be
21| granted priority for participation during the succeeding year
22 (b)1. Through the university plan, the advance paynent
23| contract shall provide prepaid registration fees for a
24| specified nunber of undergraduate semester credit hours not to
25| exceed the average nunmber of hours required for the conference
26| of a baccal aureate degree. Qualified beneficiaries shall bear
27| the cost of any |aboratory fees associated with enrollnent in
28| specific courses. Each qualified beneficiary shall be
29| classified as a resident for tuition purposes pursuant to s.
30| 1009. 21, regardless of his or her actual |egal residence.
31
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1 2. Effective July 1, 1998, the board may provide

2| advance paynment contracts for additional fees delineated in s.
3| 1009.24(8)-(11), for a specified nunmber of undergraduate

4| semester credit hours not to exceed the average nunber of

5| hours required for the conference of a baccal aureate degree,
6| in conjunction with advance paynment contracts for registration
7| fees. Such contracts shall provide prepaid coverage for the
8| sum of such fees, to a nmaxi num of 45 percent of the cost of
9| registration fees. University plan contracts purchased prior
10| to July 1, 1998, shall be limted to the paynment of

11| registration fees as defined in s. 1009. 97.

12 3. FEffective July 1, 2007, the board may provide

13| advance paynment contracts for the tuition differentia

14| authorized in s. 1009.24(15) for a specified nunber of

15| undergraduate senester credit hours, which may not exceed the
16| average nunmber of hours required for the conference of a

17| baccal aureate degree, in conjunction with advance paynent

18| contracts for registration fees.

19 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007
20
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1 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

2 Senate Bill 1710

3

4| The Conmittee Substitute replaces the original bill's acadenc
enhancenent fee with a tuition differential to be established

5 b¥ the Board OF Governors for certain universities. The growth
of tuition plus the differential cannot exceed 15% for any

6| fiscal year.

7| The tuition differential will not be covered by the Bright
Futures schol arship. Beneficiaries of prepaid contracts in

8| effect in July 1, 2007 are exenpt fromthe fee. Students who
are presently enrolled and remain continuously enrolled wll

9| not be charged the fee.

10| The University Board of Trustees of a university which has
been authorized by the Board Of Governors to charge a

11| differential tuition nmay establish a differential tuition
| ower than the maxi mum aut hori zed b¥ the Board OF Governors.

12| Revenue generated by the tuition differential must be spent
solely for inproving the quality of direct undergraduate

13| instruction and support services.

14| The bill also clarifies that activity and service, and
athletic fee revenue may be transferred to the university DSO

15| for the purPose of paying and securing bonds for university
capital outlay projects. The ampbunt that can be transferred

16 ?annot exceed 5% of the nobst recent 12 nonth coll ection of the

ee.
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