Fl orida Senate - 2007 CsS for SB 1750
By the Committee on Education Pre-K - 12; and Senator Gaetz

581-2150- 07
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to district school taxes;
3 anmendi ng ss. 200.065 and 1011.71, F.S.
4 authorizing a district school board to | evy
5 additional taxes, not to exceed 2 mills, to
6 fund property and casualty insurance costs of
7 the school district; limting the use of
8 operating funds made avail abl e through such
9 expenditures of those revenues; providing
10 exenptions fromcertain expenditure
11 restrictions for school districts neeting
12 certain requirements related to class size and
13 audits; providing an effective date
14
15| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
16
17 Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (9) of section
18| 200.065, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
19 200. 065 Method of fixing millage.--
20 (9)(a) In addition to the notice required in
21| subsection (3), a district school board shall publish a second
22| notice of intent to |evy additional taxes under s. 1011.71(2).
23| Such notice shall specify the projects or number of schoo
24| buses anticipated to be funded by such additional taxes and
25| shall be published in the size, within the tine periods,
26| adjacent to, and in substantial conformity with the
27| advertisenment required under subsection (3). The projects
28| shall be listed in priority within each category as foll ows:
29| construction and renodel i ng; mai ntenance, renovation, and
30| repair; motor vehicle purchases; new and repl acenent
31| equi pnent; paynents for educational facilities and sites due
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under a | ease-purchase agreenent; paynents for renting and

| easi ng educational facilities and sites; paynents of |oans
approved pursuant to ss. 1011. 14 and 1011.15; paynent of costs
of conpliance with environnental statutes and regul ations;

paynent of property and casualty insurance costs of the schoo

district; paynment of costs of |easing relocatable educationa
facilities; and paynents to private entities to offset the
cost of school buses pursuant to s. 1011.71(2)(i). The
additional notice shall be in the following form except that
if the district school board is proposing to |levy the sane
mllage under s. 1011.71(2) which it levied in the prior year,
the words "continue to" shall be inserted before the word
"inmpose" in the first sentence, and except that the second
sentence of the second paragraph shall be deleted if the

district is advertising pursuant to paragraph (3)(e):

NOTI CE OF TAX FOR SCHOOL
CAPI TAL OUTLAY

The ... (nane of school district)... will soon consider
a nmeasure to inpose a ...(nunber)... mll property tax for the
capital outlay projects |isted herein.

This tax is in addition to the school board's proposed
tax of ...(nunber)... mlls for operating expenses and is
proposed solely at the discretion of the school board. THE
PROPOSED COMBI NED SCHOOL BOARD TAX | NCREASE FOR BOTH OPERATI NG
EXPENSES AND CAPI TAL QUTLAY IS SHOAN I N THE ADJACENT NOTI CE.

The capital outlay tax will generate approximtely

$...(amount)..., to be used for the follow ng projects:

...(list of capital outlay projects)...
2
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2 All concerned citizens are invited to a public hearing
3| to be held on ...(date and tinme)... at ...(neeting place)....
4 A DECI SI ON on the proposed CAPI TAL OUTLAY TAXES wi |l be
5| nmade at this hearing.

6

7 Section 2. Paragraph (j) is added to subsection (2) of
8| section 1011.71, Florida Statutes, and subsection (5) of that
9| section is anended, to read:

10 1011.71 District school tax.--

11 (2) In addition to the maxinmummnill age | evy as

12| provided in subsection (1), each school board may |evy not

13| nore than 2 mills against the taxable value for schoo

14| purposes for district schools, including charter schools at
15| the discretion of the school board, to fund:

16 (j) Property and casualty insurance costs of the

17| school district.

18

19| Viol ations of these expenditure provisions shall result in an
20| equal dollar reduction in the Florida Education Finance
21| Program (FEFP) funds for the violating district in the fisca
22| year following the audit citation
23 (5)(a) It is the intent of the Legislature that, by
24| July 1, 2003, revenue generated by the m|lage | evy authorized
25| by subsection (2) should be used only for the costs of
26| construction, renovation, renodeling, maintenance, and repair
27| of the educational plant; for the purchase, |ease, or
28| | ease-purchase of equi pnment, educational plants, and
29| construction materials directly related to the delivery of
30| student instruction; for the rental or |ease of existing
31| buildings, or space within existing buildings, originally
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constructed or used for purposes other than education, for
conversion to use as educational facilities; for the opening
day collection for the library nmedia center of a new school
for the purchase, |ease-purchase, or |ease of school buses or
the paynment to a private entity to offset the cost of schoo
buses pursuant to paragraph (2)(i); and for servicing of
paynments related to certificates of participation issued for
any purpose prior to the effective date of this act. Costs
associated with the | ease-purchase of equi pnment, educationa
pl ants, and school buses may include the issuance of
certificates of participation on or after the effective date
of this act and the servicing of paynents related to
certificates so issued. For purposes of this section,

"mai ntenance and repair" is defined in s. 1013.01. Qperating

revenues that are nade avail able through the paynent of

property and casualty insurance prem uns _fromrevenues

gener ated under this subsection or subsection (2) may be

expended only for nonrecurring operational expenditures of the

school district.

(b) For purposes not delineated in paragraph (a) for
whi ch proceeds received fromnillage | evied under subsection
(2) may be legally expended, a district school board nay spend
no nmore than the followi ng percentages of the amount the
district spent for these purposes in fiscal year 1995-1996:

1. In fiscal year 2000-2001, 40 percent.

2. In fiscal year 2001-2002, 25 percent.

3. In fiscal year 2002-2003, 10 percent.

(c) Beginning July 1, 2003, revenue generated by the
mllage | evy authorized by subsection (2) nust be used only

for the purposes delineated in paragraph (a).
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(d) Notwithstandi ng any ot her provision of this
subsection, if through its adopted educational facilities plan
a district has clearly identified the need for an ancillary
pl ant, has provided opportunity for public input as to the
relative value of the ancillary plant versus an educati ona
pl ant, and has obtai ned public approval, the district may use
revenue generated by the mllage | evy authorized by subsection
(2) for the acquisition, construction, renovation, renodeling,

mai nt enance, or repair of an ancillary plant.

A district that violates these expenditure restrictions shal
have an equal dollar reduction in funds appropriated to the
district under s. 1011.62 in the fiscal year follow ng the

audit citation. The expenditure restrictions do not apply to

any school district that has nmet the reduction requirenents

regarding class size for the current year pursuant to s.

1003. 03, has received an unqualified opinion on its financia

statenents for the preceding 3 years, has no materia

weaknesses or instances of material nonconpliance noted in _an

audit for the preceding 3 vears, and certifies to the

Conmi ssi oner of Education that all of the district's

i nstructi onal space needs for the next 5 years can be nmet from
capital outlay sources that the district reasonably expects to
receive during the next 5 years or fromalternative scheduling
or construction, |easing, rezoning, or technol ogica

nmet hodol ogi es that exhibit sound managenent.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.
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1 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

2 Senate Bill 1750

3

4| This committee substitute:

5| Restricts the use of the OEerating funds that are nmde
avai l abl e through this authority to nonrecurring operationa

6| expenditures; and

7| Modifies requirements for school districts to qualify for an
exception to the expenditure restrictions to include, for the

8| prior three years, both an unqualified opinion on the schoo
district's financial statenents, and a conclusion in a

9| financial audit that the district has no material weaknesses

10 or instances of material nonconpliance.
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