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By the Comrittee on Commerce; and Senator Saunders

577-2206-07
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to household noving services;
3 anending s. 507.01, F.S.; redefining the term
4 "storage"; anmending s. 507.02, F.S.; stating
5 that ch. 507, F.S., relating to househol d
6 novi ng services, does not supersede certain
7 rights of a nover to refuse to transport
8 certain itens if terms are in the estimate and
9 contract for services; anending s. 507.03,
10 F.S.; requiring novers and nmovi ng brokers to
11 regi ster with the Departnment of Agriculture and
12 Consuner Services biennially rather than
13 annual ly; renmoving the requirenent for certain
14 novers and brokers to obtain a local |icense or
15 regi stration; renoving the requirenent for such
16 nmovers and brokers to pay state registration
17 fees as well as local fees; providing for the
18 bi enni al registration with the departnment to be
19 phased in over 2 years; authorizing rul emaki ng
20 by the departnent; anmending s. 507.04, F.S.
21 providing for a nover to limt its liability
22 for items packed by a shipper under specified
23 conditions; amending s. 507.13, F.S.
24 preenpting to the state the regul ati on of
25 nmovers of househol d goods and novi ng brokers;
26 provi ding that the exenption does not extend to
27 | ocal business taxes; providing an effective
28 dat e.
29
30| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
31
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Section 1. Subsection (13) of section 507.01, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

507.01 Definitions.--As used in this chapter, the
term

(13) "Storage" neans the tenporary warehousing of a
shi pper's goods whil e under the care, custody, and control of
t he nover.

Section 2. Subsection (5) is added to section 507.02,
Florida Statutes, to read

507.02 Construction; intent; application.--

(5) This chapter does not supersede a nover's right to

refuse to transport certain itens if the terns are provided in

the estimate and contract for services.

Section 3. Subsections (1), (3), and (4) of section
507.03, Florida Statutes, are anmended, and subsection (10) is
added to that section, to read:

507.03 Registration.--

(1) Each nmover and novi ng broker nust anfruaty
register with the departnment, providing its | egal business and
trade nane, nmmiling address, and business |ocations; the ful
nanes, addresses, and tel ephone nunbers of its owners or
corporate officers and directors and the Florida agent of the
corporation; a statenent whether it is a donestic or foreign
corporation, its state and date of incorporation, its charter
nunber, and, if a foreign corporation, the date it registered
with the Departnent of State; the date on which the nover or
broker registered its fictitious name if the nover or broker
is operating under a fictitious or trade nanme; the nane of al
ot her corporations, business entities, and trade nanes through
whi ch each owner of the nover or broker operated, was known,
or did business as a nover or noving broker within the
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1| preceding 5 years; and proof of the insurance or alternative

2| coverages required under s. 507.04.

3 (3) Registration fees shall be calculated at the rate

4| of $300 per year per nover or noving broker. AH—arpuRts

5| eeHeeted—shall—bedeposited—by The Chief Financial Oficer

6| shall deposit all ampunts collected to the credit of the

7| General Inspection Trust Fund of the departnment for the sole

8| purpose of adm nistration of this chapter.

9 (4) Each reqgistration nust be renewed biennially on or
10| before its expiration date. Ary—wrover—er—Apving—broker—whese
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18 (10) In order to inplenent the biennial registration
19| requirements in this section, the departnent may adopt rules
20| to stagger the registrations over a 2-year period. This
21| subsection expires June 30, 2009.

22 Section 4. Subsection (4) of section 507.04, Florida
23| Statutes, is anended to read:

24 507.04 Required insurance coverages; liability

25| limtations; valuation coverage.--

26 (4) LIABILITY LI MTATIONS; VALUATI ON RATES. - -

27 (a) A nmover may not |limt its liability for the |oss
28| or dammge of househol d goods to a valuation rate that is |ess
29| than 60 cents per pound per article. A provision of a contract
30| for nmoving services is void if the provision linits a nover's
31
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1| liability to a valuation rate that is less than the m ni nrum

2| rate allowed under this subsection.

3 (b) A nover may exclude itself fromliability for

4| itens packed by a shipper that declines, in witing, to allow
5| the nover the opportunity to open and inspect each container

6| packed by the shipper if such exclusion is declared in the

7| estimate and the contract.

8 (c) If anver limts its liability for a shipper's

9| goods, the nmover nust disclose the limtation, including the
10| valuation rate, to the shipper in witing at the tine that the
11| estimate and contract for services are executed and before any
12| moving or accessorial services are provided. The discl osure
13| must also informthe shipper of the opportunity to purchase
14| valuation coverage if the nover offers that coverage under

15| subsection (5).

16 Section 5. Subsection (1) of section 507.13, Florida
17| Statutes, is anended to read:

18 507.13 Local regulation.--

19 (1) This chapter preenpts dees—net—preerpt | oca
20| ordinances or regul ations of a county or nunicipality which
21| regulate transactions relating to movers of househol d goods or
22| noving brokers. This preenption does not extend to the |oca
23| business taxes authorized under chapter 205. As—p+roevided—na—s—
24 ; ; ;
25
26
27
28 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
29| | aw.
30
31
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1 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

2 Senate Bill 1788

3

4| The CS differs fromthe bill as filed by;

5] - Renmovi ng a proposed provision stipulating that the
chapt er supersedes a nover's comon |law right to excl ude

6 liability unless certain conditions are net;

7| - Changi ng the requirenent that novers and novi ng brokers
must register with the departnment annually, to

8 bi enni al | y;

9| - I ncl udi ng a new Provision al l owi ng novers to excl ude
thenselves fromliability for itenms packed by the

10 shi pper, under certain conditions; and

11| - Clarifying that the Breenption of | ocal ordinances does
not extend to |ocal business taxes authorized under ch

12 205, F.S.
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