Fl ori da Senate - 2007 CS for SB 196

By the Conmittee on Governnental Operations; and Senators
Aronberg, Joyner, Fasano and Ri ng

585-2426- 07

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to student |oans; creating s.

3 43.45, F.S.; providing for a financia

4 assi stance program admi ni stered by the Justice

5 Admi ni strative Conmission and the Ofice of the

6 Attorney Ceneral to assist a career assistant

7 state attorney, assistant public defender

8 assi stant attorney general, or assistant

9 st at ewi de prosecutor in the repaynent of

10 eligible student | oans; providing definitions;

11 provi di ng el enents of the program requiring

12 the adm ni stering body to nmake a paynent of a

13 certain anount; providing for funding;

14 requiring the Justice Adm nistrative Comni ssion

15 to devel op procedures; requiring the Ofice of

16 the Attorney CGeneral to adopt rules; providing

17 an effective date.

18

19| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
20
21 Section 1. Section 43.45, Florida Statutes, is created
22| to read:
23 43.45 Student |oan assistance programn
24| administration.--
25 (1) The adninistering body shall inplenent a student
26| | oan assistance programfor eligible career attorneys. The
27| purpose of the programis to provide financial assistance to
28| eligible career attorneys for the repaynent of eligible
29| student |oans.
30 (2) As used in this section, the term
31
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(a) "Adninistering body" nmeans the Justice

Admi ni strative Conmi ssion when the eligible career attorney is

enpl oyed as an assistant state attorney or assistant public

defender or the Ofice of the Attorney General when the

eligible career attorney is enployed as an assistant attorney

general or assistant statew de prosecutor

(b) "Eligible attorney" neans an assi stant state

attorney, assistant public defender, assistant attorney

general ., or assistant statew de prosecutor

(c) "Eligible career attorney" neans an eliqgible

attorney who has conpleted at | east 3 years but not npre than

12 vears of continuous service on his or her enpl oynent

anni versary date. However, eligibility for student | oan

repaynent assi stance may not be lost due to a break in

enpl oynent _of less than 2 weeks while an eliqgible attorney

transfers to another enployer of eligible attorneys.

(d) "Eligible student |oan" neans a | oan that was

i ssued pursuant to the Hi gher Education Act of 1965, as

anended, to an eligible career attorney to fund his or her |aw

school education and which is not in default.

(e) "Muxinmum avail abl e anpunt" nmeans, in the event

that the anpunt of an appropriation fromthe General Revenue

Fund to an adnministering body is |l ess than the anmpunt

necessary to fund total paynents by the adm nistering body,

the ampunt that results fromnultiplying the percentage of

total funding appropriated by the paynent anobunt of $3,000 or

$5. 000 as provided in paragraph (3)(b). The percentage of

total funding appropriated is the ampunt that results from

dividing the ambunt of the appropriation by the anpunt

necessary to fund total paynents under paragraph (3)(b).
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(3) The student | oan assistance program shall be

adnm nistered in the follow ng nanner

(a) Wthin 30 days after the enploynent anniversary

date of an individual, the individual may submt to his or her

enployer a certification affidavit on a form authorized by the

adm ni stering body, which certifies that he or she, as of his

or _her |l ast enploynent anniversary date, is an eligible career

attorney with one or nore eligible student |oans. Upon

approval by the enploying state attorney, public defender

Attorney General, or statew de prosecutor, the certification

affidavit shall be subnitted to the administering body within

60 days follow ng the |ast enploynent anniversary date of the

eliqgible career attorney.

(b) The adnministering body that receives a

certification affidavit for an eligible career attorney

havi ng:
1. Three to five years of continuous service shal

neke a paynment in the ampunt of $3,000 or in the maxi num

avai |l abl e ampunt, whi chever is |ess.

2. Six to twelve yvears of continuous service shal

neke a paynment in the ampunt of $5,000 or in the maxi num

avai |l abl e ampunt, whi chever is |ess.

(c) A paynent under paradraph (b) shall be nmade by the

adm ni stering body:

1. For the benefit of the eligible career attorney

naned in the certification affidavit and for the purpose of

satisfying his or her eligible student |oan obligation

2. To the lender that services the eligible student

| coan between July 1 and July 31 of the next fiscal year

followi ng receipt of the certification affidavit by the

adm ni stering body.
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3. For the eligible student | oan that has the highest

current interest rate if the eligible career attorney holds

nore than one eligible student |oan.

(d) Paynments under paragraph (b) shall cease upon

totaling $44,000 per eligible career attorney or upon ful

satisfaction of the eligible student | oan, whichever occurs

first.

(4) The student | oan _assistance program nay be funded

annual ly contingent upon a specific appropriation in the

Ceneral Appropriations Act for student |oan repaynment

assistance to eligible assistant state attorneys, assistant

public defenders, assistant attorney generals, and assistant

st at ewi de prosecutors.

(5) The Justice Adnministrative Conm ssion shal

devel op procedures to adnm nister this section. The Ofice of

the Attorney CGeneral shall adopt rules pursuant to ss.
120.536(1) and 120.54 to adninister this section.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 196

Provi des that the Justice Administrative Conm ssion will
devel op procedures, not rules, to adm nister the program

Provi des that the student |oan assistance program may be

funded annual Iy contingent upon a specific appropriation in
the General Appropriations Act.
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