Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SB 2096

By Senator Peaden

2-679-07 See HB 739
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to treatnment prograns for
3 i mpai red practitioners; anending s. 456.076,
4 F.S.; revising requirenments for program
5 consultants; requiring consultants to provide
6 treatment services for all health professions
7 and occupations students alleged to be
8 i mpaired; providing limted sovereign i munity
9 for certain programconsultants; requiring the
10 Department of Legal Affairs to defend actions
11 agai nst program consul tants; providing an
12 effective date.
13
14| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
15
16 Section 1. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 456.076
17| Florida Statutes, are amended, and subsection (7) is added to
18| that section, to read:
19 456. 076 Treatnent progranms for inpaired
20| practitioners.--
21 (1) For professions that do not have inpaired
22| practitioner prograns provided for in their practice acts, the
23| departnment shall, by rule, designate approved inpaired
24| practitioner prograns under this section. The departnment may
25| adopt rules setting forth appropriate criteria for approval of
26| treatnent providers. The rules may specify the manner in which
27| the consultant, retained as set forth in subsection (2), works
28| with the departnment in intervention, requirenents for
29| evaluating and treating a professional, and requirenents for
30| the continued care and nonitoring ef—a—prefessienal by the
31| consultant by—anr—eappreovedtreatwent—provider.

1
CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W WN RN NNMNDNDRNDNNRNNDNRR R R B R B R B R
P O © ® N O U A W N RP O © ® N O 00 » W N B O

Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SB 2096
2-679-07 See HB 739

(2) The department shall retain one or nore inpaired
practitioner consultants. A consultant shall be a |licensee
under the jurisdiction of the Division of Medical Quality
Assurance within the departnent who—anrd—at—teast—oene
eonsttant nmust be a practitioner or recovered practitioner
i censed under chapter 458, chapter 459, or part | of chapter

464 or _an entity that enploys a nedical director who nust be a

practitioner or recovered practitioner |licensed under chapter

458, chapter 459, or part | of chapter 464. The consul t ant

shal | assist the probable cause panel and departnent in
carrying out the responsibilities of this section. This shal
i nclude working with department investigators to determ ne

whet her a practitioner is, in fact, inpaired. The consultant

shall also provide, pursuant to contract with the departnment

for appropriate conpensation, services for students enrolled

in schools for licensure under chapter 456 who are alleged to

be inpaired as a result of the mi suse or abuse of al cohol or

drugs, or both, or due to a nental or physical condition

(7)(a) An inpaired practitioner consultant, and its

officers, enployees, and agents, retained pursuant to

subsection (2) shall be considered an agent of the departnent

for purposes of s. 768.28, while acting within the scope of

its duties under the contract with the departnent.

(b) The Department of lLegal Affairs shall defend any

claim suit, action, or proceedi ng against the consultant or

its officers, enployees, or agents brought as a result of any

act or om ssion of action of any of its officers, enployees,

or _agents for _an act or onission arising out of and in the

scope of the consultant's duties under its contract with the

depart nent .
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.
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