Fl ori da Senate - 2007 CS for CS for SB 2136

By the Committees on Environnental Preservation and
Conservation; Education Pre-K - 12; and Senator Constantine

592-2521- 07

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to education facilities;

3 creating s. 1013.441, F.S.; establishing the

4 Green Schools Pilot Project to enable selected
5 school districts to conmply with certain

6 bui l di ng-certification standards; defining the
7 term "addi tional costs"; providing for an

8 application and sel ection process for

9 participation in the pilot project; providing
10 requi renents for school districts to

11 participate; providing for evaluation criteria
12 that may be used during the sel ection process;
13 providing for the distribution of funds by the
14 Department of Education; providing for prorated
15 di stribution of funds under specified

16 ci rcunstances; providing authority to

17 di stribute excess funds for specified purposes;
18 requiring the reporting of expenditures by

19 partici pati ng school districts; authorizing
20 i nspection and evaluation of the reports by the
21 Audi tor General; providing for the return of
22 i mproperly expended funds and of specified
23 funds if a constructed or renovated schoo
24 fails to achieve specified certification
25 standards; providing that appropriated funds do
26 not revert to the General Revenue Fund;
27 requiring a report by each participating schoo
28 district; providing an appropriation; providing
29 an effective date.
30
31| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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Section 1. Section 1013.441, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

1013.441 G een Schools Pilot Project.--

(1) The Legislature finds that it is cost-effective

and healthy for the public and the environnent to build

school s that maxim ze | ow-water usage and incorporate energy

efficiencies, renewable energy, and recycling technol ogi es

into the construction of schools. Therefore, the Green Schools

Pilot Project is established for selected school districts for

the purpose of incorporating the Leadership in Enerqgy and

Environmental Design (LEED) silver-level or the G een d obes

t wo-gl obe rating or better building-certification standards

into every new educational building construction project and,

when feasible, every educational building renovation project.

(2) LEED building certification standards are defi ned

by the United States Green Building Council and the G een

G obes certification standards are defined by the G een

Building Initiative. Both standards address the total effect

that new buil di ngs have on the environnent so as to maxim ze

enerqy efficiency and to nminimze adverse effects on the

envi ronnent .

(3) For purposes of this section, the term"additiona

costs" nmeans the expenditures that are necessary to build a

conpl ete school to LEED silver-level or Green d obes two-dl obe

or _better building-certification standards but that exceed the

expendi tures necessary to build a conplete school in

conpliance with this chapter. Such additional costs nmay

include, but are not linmted to, reqgistration and

certification fees charged for certification of the school to

LEED silver-level or Green d obes two-gl obe or better

bui l ding-certification standards.
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(4)(a) The Departnent of Education, in consultation

with the Florida Energy Office, shall devel op by August 1

2007, an application process for school districts to

participate in the pilot project. Three school districts shal

be selected by the State Board of FEducation by January 1,

2008, to participate in the pilot project. One school district

shall be in a county having a population of 1 mllion or nore

residents; one school district shall be in a county having a

popul ati on of 250,000 to 999,999 residents; and one schoo

district shall be in a county having a population of fewer

than 250,000 residents. School districts selected to

participate in the pilot project shall, to the greatest extent

possi bl e, represent geographically different reqgions of the

state.

(b) At a mininmum each school district selected by the

State Board of Education to participate in the pilot project

nust :

1. Denpbnstrate that it inplenents sound financia

managenent practices by produci ng docunentation that indicates

that the school district for the preceding 3 years has had no

mat eri al _weaknesses or _instances of material nonconpliance

noted in its annual audits required under s. 218. 39.

2. Engage a design team that has denpnstrated

know edge and experience in high-perfornmance green building

construction.

3. Commit to building at | east one conplete school to

LEED silver-level or Green d obes two-gl obe or better

buil ding-certification standards. A school built to such

buil di ng-certification standards shall be designated as a

"Green_School . "
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1 (c) When selecting school districts to participate in

2| the pilot project, evaluation criteria inplenented by the

3| State Board of Education may include, but need not be limted
4| to, school districts that denonstrate a hi gh percentage of

5| environnentally inefficient schools or school districts that

6| propose innovative nmethods for inproving water savings, energy
7| efficiency, or indoor environmental quality.

8 (5)(a) Fromfunds appropriated for the Green Schools

9| Pilot Program the departnent shall distribute to each

10| participating school district an ampunt sufficient to fund the
11| additional costs required to build one conplete school to LEED
12| silver-level or Green d obes two-gl obe or better

13| building-certification standards.

14 1. |If appropriated funds are insufficient to fund the
15| total of additional costs required to build three conplete

16| schools to LEED silver-level or Green G obes two-gl obe or

17| better building-certification standards, the departnent shal
18| prorate funds available and make distributions based on the

19| ratio of each school's additional costs relative to the tota
20| of additional costs for the three schools.
21 2. |If appropriated funds remnin after the
22| distribution, such funds may be distributed by the department
23| to one or nore of the participating school districts to fund
24| the additional costs required to build other new schools or to
25| renovate existing schools to LEED silver-level or Green QG obes
26| two-gl obe or better building-certification standards.
27 (b) Participating school districts nmust annually
28| report to the departnent the expenditure of funds received
29| under paragraph (a). The reports nmust be open to inspection
30| and exanmination by the Auditor General. A participating schoo
31| district must return to the departnent:
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1. Any funds found by the Auditor General to have been

i nproperly expended.

2. Funds received under paragraph (a) for the

construction or renovation of a school if LEED silver-1level or

Green_d obes two-globe certification or better i s not obtained

for the school within 1 year after its conpletion.

(c) Notwi thstanding s. 216.301 and pursuant to s.

216. 351, undi sbursed bal ances of appropriations for the G een

Schools Pilot Program do not revert to the General Revenue

Fund but shall be retained by the departnent to be used for

purposes of this section.

(6) FEach participating school district shall deliver

to the Governor, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of

t he House of Representatives, and the Conm ssioner of

Education a report on the effects Green Schools have had on

student performance and heal th, operational costs, enerqgy

consunption, and the environnent in the district. This report

shall be submtted by July 1 of the vear after a G een Schoo

has been in full operation for 3 vears.

Section 2. For the 2007-2008 fiscal year, the sum of

$3.5 million in nonrecurring funds is appropriated fromthe

Public Education Capital Qutlay and Debt Service Trust Fund to

t he Departnent of FEducation for the purpose of funding the

addi tional costs required for the new construction of three

conpl ete schools to LEED silver-level or G een d obes

two-gl obe or better building-certification standards under the

Green Schools Pilot Project.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.
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1 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

2 CS for Senate Bill 2136

3

4| The comm ttee substitute adds nore specificity to the
Legi slative intent. Provides that the school districts

5| selected for the pilot Project i ncorporate Leadership in
Energy and Environnmental Design (LEED) silver |evel or G een

6| d obes two-globe rating or better for building certification
standards into every new educational building construction

7| project.

8| Defines the term "additional costs.”

9| Clarifies that the school districts are to be selected by the
State Board of Education. Clarifies what sel ected schoo

10| districts nust do to actually receive the pilot project.

11| Provides that if appropriated funds are insufficient to fund
the total of additional costs required to build three conplete

12| schools to the specified standards, the departnent shal

13 prorate the avail abl e funds.
Requires a participating school district to return to the

14| departnment any funds found by the Auditor General to have been

15 i nproperly expended.
Requires that the participating school districts nust al so

16| give the Conmi ssioner of Education a copy of the report that
I's required to be given to the Governor, the President of the

17| Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.
Appropriates $3.5 mllion fromthe Public Education Capita

18| Qutlay and Debt Service Trust Fund instead of the Genera

10 Revenue Fund for the pilot project.
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