Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SB 2304
By Senator W/ son

33-859-07
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the Digital Divide Council
3 anending s. 445.049, F.S.; recreating the
4 council in the Department of Education;
5 revi sing the nenbership of the council
6 providing for terns of office; requiring an
7 initial nmeeting and at specified tines
8 thereafter; confornming references; deleting
9 requi renents for certain pilot prograns;
10 provi di ng objectives of the council; requiring
11 an annual report to the Governor and the
12 Legi sl ature; providing an effective date
13
14| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
15
16 Section 1. Section 445.049, Florida Statutes, is
17| amended to read:
18 445,049 Digital Divide Council.--
19 (1) LEQ SLATIVE FI NDI NGS AND | NTENT. - - The Legi sl ature
20| finds as foll ows:
21 (a) Frequent access to use of information technol ogy
22| and possession of the know edge and skills required to use
23| information technol ogy productively is becom ng increasingly
24| nore inportant to being conpetitively qualified for
25| high-skill, high-wage enpl oynent.
26 (b) The availability of reasonable opportunities to
27| have frequent access to use of information technology and to
28| obtain the education and training necessary to acquire the
29| know edge and skills required to use information technol ogy
30| productively is critical to becom ng conpetitively qualified
31| for high-skill, high-wage enpl oynment.
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1 (c) Fanilies that are living near or bel ow the poverty
2| level are without adequate econom c resources to have

3| reasonabl e opportunities to obtain frequent access to use of

4| information technology or the education and training necessary
5| to acquire the know edge and skills required to becone

6| conpetitively qualified for high-skill, high-wage enpl oynment.
7 (d) The absence of such econonic resources divides

8| such families fromthose who have adequate econonic resources
9| to have such opportunities, places such fanmlies at risk of

10| never realizing their enpl oynent and income earning potential
11| and prevents the state's econony from prospering to the extent
12| possible if such fanmilies realized their enploynment and i ncone
13| earning potential.

14 (e) The divide between the nenbers of such at-risk

15| famlies and those who have adequate econonic resources to

16| have reasonabl e opportunities to obtain access to frequent use
17| of information technol ogy and the education and training

18| necessary to acquire the know edge and skills required to

19| become conpetitively qualified for high-skill, high-wage
20| enpl oynment could be reduced, and the economy of the state
21| coul d be enhanced, by designing and inplenenting prograns that
22| provide such opportunities to nmenbers of such at-risk
23| famlies.
24
25| It is the intent of the Legislature to provide the authority
26| and resources reasonably necessary to facilitate design and
27| inplenmentation of such prograns.
28 (2) DIGTAL DI VIDE COUNCIL.--The Digital Divide
29| Council is created in the Departnent of Education State
30| Feehnelegy—Ofiee. The council shall consist of:
31
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1 (a) Arepresentative fromthe information technol ogy
2| industry in this state appointed by the Governor Fhe—ehief

3| tnfermation—effieer—inthe State FechnologyOSFfiece.

4 (b) The director of the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and
5| Econom c Devel opnment in the Executive O fice of the Governor
6 (c) The president of Wrkforce Florida, Inc.

7 (d) The director of the Agency for Workforce

8| I nnovati on.

9 (e) The chair of itflorida.com Inc.

10 (f) The Conm ssioner of Education

11 g—TFhe—chatr—ot—the Network—Access—Petnrt—ef—the

12| Arerieas—

13 (g A representative of the information technol ogy
14| industry in this state appointed by the Speaker of the House
15| of Representatives.

16 (hY6 A representative of the information technol ogy
17| industry in this state appointed by the President of the

18| Senate.

19 ()€ Two nenbers of the House of Representatives,

20| who shall be ex officio, nonvoting nmenbers of the council

21| appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, one
22| of whom shall be a nmenber of the Republican Caucus and the

23| other of whom shall be a nmenber of the Denocratic Caucus.

24 () Two nmenbers of the Senate, who shall be ex

25| officio, nonvoting nmenbers of the council, appointed by the
26| President of the Senate, one of whom shall be a nmenber of the
27| Republican Caucus and the other of whom shall be a nenber of
28| the Denocratic Caucus.

29 (3) TERMS OF APPO NTED MEMBERS OF COUNCI L; VACANCI ES
30| COVPENSATI ON OF MEMBERS. - - The appoi nted nmenbers of the counci
31| shall serve an initial termof 1 year commencing July 1, 2007
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2804, and endi ng June 30, 2008 20862, and successor appointees
shall serve a termof 2 years, the first of which shal
commence July 1, 2008 2862, and end June 30, 2010 2664.
Successive 2-year terms shall conmence and end on the sane
schedul e i n subsequent years. Any vacancy in the nmenbership of
the council resulting fromresignation, incapacity, or death
shall be filled within 30 days after the date the vacancy is
effective. The appoi nted nmenbers of the council shall serve
Wi t hout conpensation, but such appoi ntees and the other
menbers of the council shall be entitled to receive per diem
and rei nbursenent for travel expenses as provided in s.
112.061. Paynment of such per diem and rei mbursenment of such
travel expenses nay be made from appropriations authorized to
be used for such purposes.

(4) COUNCI L MEETINGS; ELECTION OF OFFI CERS. --The
council shall conduct its initial neeting by August 1, 2007
2804, and shall neet thereafter at |east once every 90 66
days. Inits initial meeting, the nenbers of the council shal
el ect a menber to serve as chair and another to serve as vice
chair, each for a termof 1 year fromthe date of the
el ection. Any vacancy in the offices of chair and vice chair
resulting fromresignation, incapacity, or death shall be
filled by simlar election within 30 days after the date the
vacancy is effective.

(5) ADM NI STRATI VE AND TECHNI CAL SUPPORT; PAYMENT OF
SUPPORT COSTS. - - The Departnment of Educati on State—TFeehnrology

SFf+ee shall provide such adm nistrative and technical support

to the council as is reasonably necessary for the council to

effectively and tinely carry out its duties and

responsibilities. Al direct and indirect costs of providing

such support and perform ng the other duties assigned to the
4
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1| Departnent of Education State—TFechhology—Ofiece related to

2| design and inplenmentation of the prograns authorized by this
3| section may be paid from appropriations authorized to be used
4| for such purposes.

5 (6) POWERS AND DUTI ES OF COUNCI L. --The counci l

6| through the Departnment of Education State—TFeehnrolegy—Oiee,

7| is authorized and enpowered to facilitate the design and

8| inplenmentation of prograns that are ained at achieving the

9| objectives and goals stated in this section. The Departnent of
10| Educati on State—TFeechnelegy—OHiee shall present and

11| demponstrate to the council the design characteristics and

12| functional elenments of each program proposed to be inplenmented
13| to achieve the objectives and goals stated in this section and
14| each such program shall be reviewed and approved by the

15| council before being inplenented. Sueh—progranws—shal

16| iwitiatbyr—betnmplerented—as—piHot—progranrs—ia—amnarmof——six
17| ditferent—areas—ofthestate to—developrpdel—prograns—that
18| aret+kelytobesuecesstul—i+inplerentedthroughout—the

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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(7) PROGRAM OBJECTI VES AND GOALS. - - The prograns
authorized by this section shall have the follow ng objectives
and goal s:

(a) Maximzing efficient and productive use of
existing facilities, equipnent, personnel, prograns, and funds
avail able fromfederal, state, and | ocal governnent agencies
and fromany private person or entity.

(b) Using innovative concepts enpl oying newy
devel oped technol ogi es in educating and training those who are
enrolled in the prograns authorized by this section.

(c) Devel oping viable partnerships between public
agenci es and private persons and entities based on nutua
commitnent to responsible and dedicated participation in
desi gning and i npl ementing the prograns authorized by this
section.

(d) Recruiting, enrolling, retaining, and graduating
as many at-risk famly nmenbers as feasible to ensure that they
have reasonabl e opportunities to obtain access to frequent use
of information technol ogy and the education and training
necessary to conpetitively qualify them for high-skill
hi gh-wage enpl oynent .

(e) Reducing the nunber of underachieving and failing
students in the state's public school systens who are nenbers
of at-risk famlies.

(f) Reducing the nunber of underenpl oyed and

unenpl oyed menbers of at-risk famlies through educationa

initiatives.
(g) Using information technology to facilitate
achi evenent of the Sunshine State Standards by all children
enrolled in the state's K-12 school system who are nenbers of
at-risk famlies.
6
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1 (h) Training teachers in the state's K-12 schoo

2| systemto efficiently and effectively use information

3| technology to plan, teach, and adm nister all courses of

4] instruction required and avail able by election of children

5| enrolled in the system

6 (i) Using information technology to enabl e nmenbers of
7| at-risk famlies who are no longer enrolled in K-12 schools to
8| obtain the education needed to achi eve successful conpletion
9| of general education devel opnent test preparation to earn a
10| hi gh school diploma, an applied technol ogy diplonma, a career
11| certificate, an associate of arts degree, or a baccal aureate
12| degree.

13 (j) Bridge the digital divide in devel oping a

14| conmpetitive workforce to neet the enploynent needs of

15| state-based informati on technol ogy busi nesses and establish
16| this state as having the nost information technol ogy ready

17| workforce in the western hem sphere.

18 (8) MONITORI NG, REVI EW NG, AND EVALUATI NG PROGRAM

19| PERFORMANCES; REPORTI NG RESULTS. --The council, through the

20| Departnment of Education State—TFeehnolegy—oFee, shal

21| continually nmonitor, review, and evaluate the progress of

22| performances realized frominplenentation of the prograns

23| authorized by this section. The Departnment of Education State
24| Feehnelegy—Offiee shall prepare and subnit a report to the

25| council at |east 10 days before each of its neetings

26| subsequent to its initial neeting and each such report shall
27| at a mininmum identify and describe the functional elenments of
28| each program being i nplenented and identify and describe the
29| facilities, equipment, personnel, progranms, and funds used to
30| design and inplenent the program For each such program the
31| report shall also identify by nanme, address, age, and sex the
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school -age children, and their ol der siblings and parents, who
are enrolled in the program state the educational |eve
achi eved by each enrollee as of the date he or she enrolled in
the program state the attendance and achi evenent | eve
recorded for each enrollee in the progranm evaluate the
progress each enrollee is making toward successful conpletion
of the program and identify by nane, address, age, and sex
each enroll ee who successfully conpletes the program For each
such programthat is designed to prepare enrollees for
hi gh-skill, high-wage enpl oynment, the report shall identify
each enroll ee who successfully conpletes the program describe
each such enpl oynent position for which each enrollee has
applied; identify by name, address, and nature of business
each enpl oyer based in this state to whom each such
application for enpl oynent has been addressed; state the
results each enrollee obtained from maki ng each such
application; and describe the nature of any enpl oynent
obtai ned and terns of conpensation being earned from such
enpl oynment by each enrollee as a result of making such
applications.

(9) ANNUAL REPORT.--By March 1, 2008 2662, the

council, through the Departnent of Education State—Fechnology
SFf+ee, shall report to the Executive O fice of the Governor

t he Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the President
of the Senate the results of the council's nonitoring,

revi ewi ng, and eval uating such prograns since their inception

and the council's recomendati ons as to whether such prograns

shoul d be continued and expanded to achi eve the objectives and
goals stated in this section.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Recreates the Digital Divide Council in the Departnent of
Educati on. Provides for nenbers. Provides for terns of
menbers. Requires an initial neeting and neetings at

| east once every 90 days thereafter. Del etes provisions
for pilot programs. Provides objectives for the council
Provi des for an annual report.
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