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Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SB 2436
By Senator W se

5-1108-07
A Dbill to be entitled
An act relating to education; anmendi ng ss.
218. 39, 1002.34, 1004.99, F.S.; redesignating
"technical centers" as "technical colleges";

provi ding an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (f) of subsection (1) of section
218.39, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

218.39 Annual financial audit reports.--

(1) If, by the first day in any fiscal year, a loca
governnmental entity, district school board, charter school, or
charter technical career center has not been notified that a
financial audit for that fiscal year will be performed by the
Audi tor General, each of the following entities shall have an
annual financial audit of its accounts and records conpl eted
within 12 nonths after the end of its fiscal year by an
i ndependent certified public accountant retained by it and
paid fromits public funds:

(f) Each charter technical college eenter established
under s. 1002. 34.

Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) and
subsections (4) and (19) of section 1002.34, Florida Statutes,
is anended to read:

1002.34 Charter technical career centers.--

(3) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section, the term

(a) "Charter technical career center" or "center"
nmeans a public school or a public technical college eerter
operated under a charter granted by a district school board or
comunity coll ege board of trustees or a consortium including
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one or nore district school boards and comrunity coll ege
boards of trustees, that includes the district in which the
facility is located, that is nonsectarian in its prograns,
adm ssion policies, enploynent practices, and operations, and
i s managed by a board of directors.

(4) CHARTER. --A sponsor nmy designate centers as
provided in this section. An application to establish a
center nmay be submitted by a sponsor or another organization
that is determned, by rule of the State Board of Education
to be appropriate. However, an independent school is not
eligible for status as a center. The charter nust be signed
by the governing body of the center and the sponsor, and nust
be approved by the district school board and comrunity coll ege
board of trustees in whose geographic region the facility is
|ocated. If a charter technical career center is established
by the conversion to charter status of a public technica
col l ege eenter fornerly governed by a district school board,
the charter status of that center takes precedence in any
guestion of governance. The governance of the center or of any
programwithin the center remains with its board of directors
unl ess the board agrees to a change in governance or its
charter is revoked as provided in subsection (15). Such a
conversion charter technical career center is not affected by
a change in the governance of public technical colleges
eenters or of progranms within other centers that are or have
been governed by district school boards. A charter technica
career center, or any programw thin such a center, that was
governed by a district school board and transferred to a
comunity college prior to the effective date of this act is
not affected by this provision. An applicant who wi shes to
establish a center nmust submit to the district school board or
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community col |l ege board of trustees, or a consortium of one or
nore of each, an application that includes:

(a) The nane of the proposed center.

(b) The proposed structure of the center, including a
list of proposed nenbers of the board of directors or a
description of the qualifications for and nmethod of their
appoi ntnent or el ection.

(c) The workforce devel opnent goals of the center, the
curriculumto be offered, and the outcones and the nethods of
assessing the extent to which the outconmes are net.

(d) The adnissions policy and criteria for eval uating
the adm ssion of students.

(e) A description of the staff responsibilities and
the proposed qualifications of the teaching staff.

(f) A description of the procedures to be inplenmented
to ensure significant involvenent of representatives of
busi ness and industry in the operation of the center

(g) A nethod for determ ning whether a student has
satisfied the requirenments for graduation specified in s.
1003. 43 and for conpletion of a postsecondary certificate or
degr ee.

(h) A nethod for granting secondary and postsecondary
di pl onas, certificates, and degrees.

(i) A description of and address for the physica
facility in which the center will be | ocated.

(j) A nethod of resolving conflicts between the
governi ng body of the center and the sponsor and between
consortium nmenbers, if applicable.

(k) A nethod for reporting student data as required by

| aw and rul e.
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1 (I') Oher information required by the district schoo
2| board or comrunity college board of trustees.

3

4| Students at a center nust neet the sanme testing and academ c
5| performance standards as those established by |aw and rule for
6| students at public schools and public technical colleges

7| eenters. The students nust al so neet any additional assessnent
8| indicators that are included within the charter approved by

9| the district school board or comunity coll ege board of

10| trustees.

11 (19) EVALUATI ON; REPORT. --The Comni ssi oner of

12| Education shall provide for an annual conparative eval uation
13| of charter technical career centers and public technica

14| coll eges eenters. The evaluation may be conducted in

15| cooperation with the sponsor, through private contracts, or by
16| departnment staff. At a mninum the conparative eval uation
17| must address the denpgraphic and soci oeconom ¢ characteristics
18| of the students served, the types and costs of services

19| provided, and the outconmes achieved. By Decenber 30 of each
20| year, the Comnm ssioner of Education shall subnit to the

21| Governor, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the

22| House of Representatives, and the Senate and House commi ttees
23| that have responsibility for secondary and postsecondary

24| career and technical education a report of the conparative

25| eval uation conmpleted for the previous school year

26 Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 1004.99, Florida
27| Statutes, is anended to read:

28 1004.99 Florida Ready to Work Certification Program --
29 (2) The Florida Ready to Work Certification Program
30| may be conducted in public mddle and high schools, community
31| colleges, technical colleges eenters, one-stop career centers,
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vocational rehabilitation centers, and Departnment of Juvenile
Justice educational facilities. The program nmay be nade
available to other entities that provide job training. The
Department of Education shall establish institutional

readi ness criteria for program i nplenentation.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.
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Substitutes the term"technical college" for the term
"technical center."
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