Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SB 2440
By Senator Baker

20- 1586- 07
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to devel opnment and use of
3 bi of uel ; providing a purpose and definitions;
4 directing the Comr ssioner of Agriculture to
5 provi de financial incentives to encourage
6 farmers to grow certain feedstock for the
7 production of biofuels, encourage persons to
8 produce and sell certain biofuels, and
9 encourage | ocal governnents and others to
10 consune certain biofuels; requiring a
11 conpetitive process in selecting projects to
12 receive the incentives; providing criteria to
13 deternmine project eligibility and prioritize
14 funding of eligible projects; requiring persons
15 whose project is funded to provide witten
16 reports; authorizing rul emaki ng by the
17 conmmi ssi oner; providing an effective date
18
19| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
20
21 Section 1. Public-private partnership for the
22| devel opnent and use of biofuel.--
23 (1) The purpose of this section is to create a
24| public-private partnership to denonstrate that the
25| establishnment and growth of an industry in this state which
26| devel ops and fosters the wi despread use of renewable biofuels
27| in _a sustainable manner will benefit the state's environnent
28| and econony by:
29 (a) Increasing the econonm ¢ output of farns.
30 (b) Mnintaining or enhancing agricultural enploynent.
31
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(c) Reducing dependence on _energy resources produced

outside this state.

(d) Providing a market for crops grown in this state.

(e) lnproving air quality by the use of cl eaner

renewabl e resources.

(f) Continuing and enhancing this state's | eadership

in renewabl e energy.

(q) Increasing the state's tax base.

(h) Devel opi ng exanples for others to enul ate.

(2) As used in this section, the term

(a) "Biofuel" nmeans a fuel made from plant materials.

(b) "Commi ssioner" neans the Comm ssioner of

Agricul ture.

(c) "lncentives" neans funding through various neans,

including grants, |oans, or | oan guarantees.

(d)  "local governnent" neans a county, a nunicipality,

or a nmunicipal utility.

(3) Using funding that is available fromstate or

federal sources, the conm ssioner shall provide incentives to

encour age:
(a) Farners in this state to grow crops, such as

soybeans or rapeseed, which can be used to produce bi of uel

(b) Persons to produce and sell biofuel in this state;

and

(c) local governnents and others to consune bi of ue

that is produced in this state or produced fromcrops that are

grown in this state.

(4) Recipients of the incentives nust be sel ected

t hrough a conpetitive-procurenent process. To be eligible to

receive incentives, a project nust:
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(a) Assist in achieving the purposes stated in

subsection (1).

(b) Have a sponsor _whose technical and financia

experience and credentials are appropriate for successfully

undertaki ng and conpleting the project.

(c) Be proposed for conpletion within 2 vears, or such

other period as the comm ssioner specifies by rule. A

| onger-term project may be divided into shorter phases that

are evaluated as separate projects.

(d) Specify deliverables and have a work plan and

budget that are feasible and conplete.

(e) Not have had financing for the project secured or

ot herwi se _approved on or before July 1, 2007.

(5) In selecting eligible projects, the conm ssioner

shall give priority to projects that:

(a) lLeverage significant commercial, institutional

financial, or technical resources.

(b) Have denpnstration value that will accelerate the

commerci al _use of bi of uel

(c) Coordinate initiatives within the State University

System i nvolving the devel opnent, denpnstration, and use of

bi of uel .

(d) Build technical and financial capability for

devel oping or _using biofuel within a region

(e) Foster sustainable developnent in rural areas of

this state.

(f) Achieve other goals that are consistent with the

pur poses stated in subsection (1).

(6) FEach recipient of an incentive under this section

shall provide the commi ssioner with an annual witten report

that specifies the activities conducted, the project
3
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1| participants, the benefits resulting in conparison to the

2| initial project goals and objectives, and the events that

3| significantly affected the outcome, including a ful

4| accounting of the project which specifies the expenditure of

5| funds received under this section.

6 (7) The conmissioner may adopt rules under ss.

7| 120.536(1) and 120.54 to administer this section.

8 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007

9
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11 SENATE SUMVARY

12 Provides for a public-private partnership to devel op and
foster the wi despread use of biofuel. Provides a purpose

13 and definitions. Directs the Commi ssioner of Agriculture
to provide financial incentives to encourage farnmers to

14 grow certain feedstock for the production of biofuels,
encour age persons to produce and sell certain biofuels,

15 and encourage | ocal governnents and others to consune
certain biofuels. Requires a conpetitive process for

16 sel ecting projects to receive the incentives. Provides
criteria to determne project eligibility and prioritize

17 funding of eligible projects. Requires reports by persons
whose project I's funded. Authorizes rul emaking by the

18 conmi ssi oner .
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