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1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to education; anending s.
3 1007.24, F.S.; providing for assistance in
4 program pl anning from the Departnent of
5 Education for all nonpublic postsecondary
6 institutions; requiring public and nonpublic
7 post secondary educational institutions that are
8 accredited and participate in financia
9 assi stance progranms to participate in the
10 st at ewi de course nunbering system revising the
11 period within which the departnent nust nake
12 certain decisions regarding course inclusion
13 and mai ntenance; renoving a provision exenpting
14 certain nonprofit institutions from paying the
15 costs associated with participating in the
16 st at ewi de course nunbering system deleting a
17 penalty i nposed for certain violations;
18 requiring faculty credentials to neet the
19 requi renents of the Departnment of Education
20 providing that credits nmay not be deni ed based
21 on the accrediting agency of the previous
22 institution under certain circunstances;
23 aut horizing the Departnent of Education to
24 i rpose an administrative fine; requiring that
25 fines be deposited into the Institutiona
26 Assessnent Trust Fund; anmending s. 1007. 32,
27 F.S.; prohibiting institutions participating in
28 financi al assi stance progranms from denying
29 transfer credits or degrees from ot her
30 institutions under certain circunstances;
31 requiring institutions to publicly disclose

1
CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SB 2444
5-1554- 07

1 their policies regarding credit transfers and

2 degree recognition; providing an effective

3 dat e.

4

5| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

6

7 Section 1. Subsections (1), (5), (6), and (7) of

8| section 1007.24, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

9 1007.24 Statew de course nunbering system --

10 (1) The Department of Education shall devel op

11| coordinate, and nmaintain a statew de course nunbering system
12| for postsecondary and dual enroll nment education in schoo

13| districts, public postsecondary educational institutions, and
14| partieipating nonpublic postsecondary educational institutions
15| that will inprove program planni ng, increase comruni cation

16| anmong all delivery systems, and facilitate student

17| acceleration and the transfer of students and credits between
18| public school districts, public postsecondary educati ona

19| institutions, and partierpatinrg nonpublic educati ona
20| institutions. The continuing rmai ntenance of the system shal
21| be acconplished with the assistance of appropriate faculty
22| comittees representing public and participating nonpublic
23| educational institutions.
24 (5) The registration process at each public and
25| nonpublic postsecondary educational institution state
26 | wAbversity—and—eommunity—eobtege shall include the courses at
27| their designated | evels and statew de course nunber.
28 (6) Postsecondary institutions MNerpubHec—ecoleges—and
29| seheets that are fully accredited by a regional or nationa
30| accrediting agency recogni zed by the United States Departnent
31| of Education and participate in financial assistance prograns
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1| established in chapter 1009 shall and—are—either—elgibleto

2| partieipate—intheWHiamt—Beyd—H—FleridaResident

3| Aeeess—Crant—or—havebeenissued—aregutartH-eenrsepursuant—to
4| s—1065-31t—may participate in the statew de course nunbering
5| system pursuant to this section. Participating institutions

6| eeHeges—and-—sehools shall bear the costs associated with

7| inclusion in the system and shall neet the terns and

8| conditions for institutional participation in the system The
9| departnent shall adopt a fee schedule that includes the

10| expenses incurred through data processing, faculty task force
11| travel and per diem and staff and clerical support time. Such
12| fee schedule nay differentiate between the costs associ ated

13| with initial course inclusion in the system and costs

14| associated with subsequent course nmaintenance in the system
15| Decisions regarding initial course inclusion and subsequent

16| course nmai ntenance nust be made within 180 366 days after

17| subm ssion of the required materials and fees by the

18| institution. The Department of Education may select a date by
19| which coll eges nust submt requests for new courses to be

20| included, and may del ay review of courses subnitted after that
21| date until the next year—s cycle. Any institution eeHege that
22| currently participates in the system and that participated in
23| the systemoprior to July 1, 1986, shall not be required to pay
24| the costs associated with initial course inclusion in the

25| system Fees collected for participation in the statew de

26| course nunbering system pursuant to the provisions of this

27| section shall be deposited in the Institutional Assessnent

28| Trust Fund. Ary—nenpubH-e—nenprofit—colHege—or—university

29| that—is—elgibletoparticipateinthe statewide—ecourse

30| puberihrg—systemshalt—net—berequiredtopay—the—costs

31| asseeciatedwth—partiectpationinthesystem An institution
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may not Ne—eoeH-ege—oe+—seheol—shall record student transcripts
or docunent courses offered by the institution eeHege—o+r

seheel in accordance with this subsection unless the

instituti on eeHege—or—schoel is actually participating in the

system pursuant to rules of the State Board of Education. Ary
I I . . . : . .

(7) Any student who transfers anopng postsecondary
institutions that are fully accredited by a regional or
nati onal accrediting agency recognized by the United States
Department of Education and that participate in the statew de
course nunbering system shall be awarded credit by the
receiving institution for courses satisfactorily conpl eted by
the student at the previous institutions. Credit shall be
awarded if the courses are judged by the appropriate statew de
course nunbering system faculty conmttees representing schoo
districts, public postsecondary educational institutions, and
parti ci pati ng nonpublic postsecondary educational institutions
to be academically equivalent to courses offered at the
receiving institution, including equivalency of faculty
credentials, regardless of the public or nonpublic control of
the previous institution. The Departnment of Education shal
ensure that credits to be accepted by a receiving institution
are generated in courses for which the faculty possess

credentials that are appropriate to the subject matter of the

courses taught. A determ nation by the sending institution's

recogni zed accrediting agency as to the adequacy of faculty

credentials neets this requirenent and shall be accepted by

the Departnment of Education. ecenparabletothese reguiredby
the—aceredi-tirg—association—ofthe reeceivirg—institutien The

award of credit may be limted to courses that are entered in
4
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1| the statew de course nunmbering system Credits awarded

2| pursuant to this subsection shall satisfy institutiona

3| requirenments on the sane basis as credits awarded to native

4| students. Credits may not be denied based on the agency or

5| association that accredited the institution at which students
6| previously conpleted courses if the agency or association is
7| recognized by the United States Departnent of Education. The
8| Departnent of Education shall inpose an administrative fine of
9($5,000 for each violation of this section and make public the
10| inposition of each such fine. The fine shall be deposited into
11| the Institutional Assessment Trust Fund.

12 Section 2. Section 1007.32, Florida Statutes, is

13| anended to read:

14 1007.32 Transfer students.--

15 (1) Each university shall provide registration

16| opportunities for transfer students that allow such students
17| access to high denmand courses conparable to that provided

18| native students.

19 (2) Each university that provides an orientation
20| program for freshman enrollees shall also provide orientation
21| progranms for transfer students.
22 (3) lInstitutions participating in financial assistance
23| programs established in chapter 1009 may not deny credits for
24| courses satisfactorily conpleted which students seek to
25| transfer, and an institution nmay not deny recognition of
26| degrees conpleted and awarded from other institutions
27| participating in such financial assistance prograns on the
28| basis of the agency or association that accredited the
29| institution at which the student earned such credits if the
30| agency or association is recognized by the United States
31| Departnent of Education or on the basis of the public or
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1| nonpublic control of the institution. Institutions shal

2| publicly disclose their policies and procedures on credit

3| transfers and degree recognition, which disclosure nust

4| include a statenent as to the institution's participation in

5| the course nunbering systemestablished in this chapter and a

6| statement that credits will not be denied on the basis of the

7| accreditation of the institution at which students previously

8| conpl eted courses and degrees as required in this subsection

9| or on the basis of the public or nonpublic control of the

10| institution.

11 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007

12
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14 SENATE SUMVARY

15 Reguires_ppstsecpndary institutions that are accredited
and participate in financial assistance prograns to

16 participate in the statew de course numbering system
Requires the Departnent of Education to make course

17 decisions within 180 days after submnission. Renpbves a
provi sion exenpting participating institutions from

18 paying certain costs. Requires faculty credentials to
meet requirenments of the Department of Education

19 Provides that credits may not be deni ed based on the
accrediting agency of the previous institution.

20 Aut hori zes the Departnent of Education to inpose an
adm nistrative fine for violations. Provides fines shal

21 be deposited into a specified trust fund. Prohibits
institutions participating in financial assistance

22 programs from denying transfer credits or degrees from
other institutions. Requires institutions to publicly

23 di scl ose their policies on credit transfers and degree
recognition.

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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