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15- 1784A- 07
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to behavioral health; creating
3 t he Behavi oral Health Community Sol utions Pil ot
4 Programin Pol k County; providing purposes for
5 the program providing for cooperative efforts;
6 creating the Behavioral Health Forensic Project
7 for the Tenth Judicial Circuit; providing
8 goal s; expanding the current crisis response
9 team creating three forensic teans; expanding
10 the nental health court; providing for a
11 step-down residential facility; providing for a
12 central receiving facility; providing an
13 effective date.
14
15| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
16
17 Section 1. Behavioral Health Community Solutions Pil ot
18| Program creation; purpose; nenbership.--
19 (1) There is created the Behavioral Health Community
20| Solutions Pilot Programin Polk County. The purposes of the
21| programare to identify gaps in service in relation to
22| behavioral health issues in the crimnal justice systemand to
23| design a conprehensive systemto mitigate problens.
24 (2) The pilot program shall consist of the cooperative
25| efforts of the Polk County Sheriff's Office and the Peace
26| River Center.
27 (3) The Behavioral Health Conmmunity Solutions Pilot
28| Programis created in the Tenth Judicial Circuit.
29 Section 2. Behavioral Health Forensic Project for the
30| Tenth Judicial Circuit; creation; goals.--
31
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(1) There is created a Behavioral Health Forensic

Project for the Tenth Judicial Circuit. The purpose of the

project is to divert people fromthe comunity jails and

crimnal justice system who would benefit from other avail able

communi ty services and treatnents. The foll owi ng changes shal

be inplenented to assist in the success of this project:

(2) Expansion of the crisis response team

(a) Twenty new nenbers of the crisis response team

shall be hired to cover the three counties in the Tenth

Judicial Circuit of Florida. Team nenbers shall be located in

the sheriff departnent's substations, allow ng the team

nenbers to work closely in collaboration with each of the

three county sheriff's departnents.

(b) The purpose of the teamis to provide |ocal |aw

enforcenent _officers with 24-hour support to help prevent

arrest by:
1. Assisting |law enforcenent officers in the field

with calls pertaining to behavioral health issues.

2. Assisting |law enforcenent with assessing and

determining if issues involving nmental health or substance

abuse exist, such as those necessitating the use of the Baker

Act or substance abuse detoxification prograns, and by

accessing i medi ate resources.

3. Supporting |law enforcenment officers by providing

the followup contact, communi cation, and npnitoring of

previous crisis call-outs, thereby preventing recurrences of

individual crisis situations.

(3) Creation of three forensic teans:

(a) There shall be three forensic teans, each

consisting of seven people. Six of the people on the team

shall be qualified in mental health or co-occurring services
2
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1| and trained in forensic evaluations. One person shall have

2| training and experience fromthe crininal justice system and
3| shall serve as the liaison fromthe crimnal justice systemto
4| the team

5 (b) Each teamshall be located in community behaviora
6| health offices in close proxinity to each of the three

7| counties' judicial or correctional facilities.

8 (c) The purpose of each forensic teamis to reduce the
9| ampunt of tine people suffering frommental illness or

10| co-occurring issues spend in county jails and the crimna

11| justice system

12 (4) Expansion of the mental health court:

13 (a) The current crinminal judicial systemwthin the

14| Tenth Judicial Circuit shall be expanded to provide for the
15| specific recognition of judicial cases that are conplicated by
16| behavioral health issues, especially ni sdenmeanor cases.

17| Funding of the previously identified forensic teans shal

18| provide for the case managenent of behavioral health cases

19| involving ni sdeneanor charges.

20 (b) Attention to the mental health cases shal

21| decrease the ampunt of tinme people with behavioral health

22| issues spend in county jails and the crininal justice system
23 (5) Conversion of an existing facility into a

24| step-down residential facility:

25 (a) The Peace River Center has an existing facility in
26| Lakel and that shall be converted into an eight-bed step-down
27| residential facility for individuals released fromthe state
28| forensic facilities. Funds shall be allocated to provide for
29| the daily food, shelter, activity, progranmm ng, and increased
30| supervision and nonitoring of people residing in this unl ocked
31| comunity facility.
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1 (b) The purpose of this step-down residential facility

2| is to increase the nunber of individuals that would be

3| discharged fromthe state forensic hospitals in areas that

4| lack community housing resources.

5 (6) Conversion of an existing facility into a centra

6| receiving facility:

7 (a) The Peace River Center shall provide a facility

8| that may be converted into a central receiving facility. This

9| facility shall be at a location in which people are assessed

10| and either transferred to the nost appropriate stabilization

11| or detoxification inpatient facility or connected and referred

12| to outpatient comunity resources. This central receiving

13| facility shall be sinmilar to the Orange County Centra

14| Receiving Facility.

15 (b) The facility shall be located in the area that has

16| the highest volume of cases handl ed under the Baker Act, with

17| satellite offices located in other areas of the Tenth Judicia

18| Circuit.

19 (c) A collaborative group shall be responsible for

20| devel oping a system of transportation between participating

21| facilities and agencies.

22 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007

23
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25 SENATE SUMVARY

26 Creates the Behavioral Health Conmunity Sol utions Pil ot
Programin Pol k County. Provides purposes of the program

27 Provi des for cooperative efforts. Creates the Behaviora
Heal th Forensic Project for the Tenth Judicial Circuit.

28 Provi des goals for the project. Expands the current
crisis response team Creates three forensic teans.

29 Expands the mental health court. Provides for a step-down
residential facility. Provides for a central receiving

30 facility.
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