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1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to public school education
3 anendi ng s. 1002.20, F.S.; providing that
4 publ i ¢ school choice options include acadeny
5 programnms in the school district; deleting
6 reference to the Cpportunity Schol arship
7 Program anmending s. 1002.31, F.S.; conforning
8 provisions relating to public school parenta
9 choice; requiring rei mbursenment to schoo
10 districts for reasonable costs for student
11 transportation to certain schools and choice
12 programs; creating s. 1002.391, F.S.; requiring
13 t he Departnent of Education to develop a plan
14 for the establishnment of academy prograns in
15 the public schools; providing for student
16 transfer in certain circunmstances; requiring
17 rei mbursement to school districts for
18 reasonabl e costs for student transportation
19 anmending s. 1008.33, F.S.; defining the term
20 "school" to include any academny program for
21 pur poses of State Board of Education authority
22 to enforce public school inprovenent; revising
23 provisions relating to state board intervention
24 in the operation of a district school system
25 requiring state board rulemaking relating to
26 school performance; anmending s. 1008.34, F.S.
27 changi ng the school grading systemto a schoo
28 performance systeny defining the term "school"
29 to include any acadeny program for purposes of
30 deterni ni ng performance; specifying schoo
31 performance categories and the basis for

1
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1 desi gnating such categories; providing for

2 deternmination of school district perfornmance;

3 aut horizing school districts to give certain

4 school s increased budget authority; anending s.

5 1008.341, F.S.; revising provisions relating to

6 the school inprovenent rating for alternative

7 schools, to conform anending s. 1008.36, F.S.

8 changi ng the Florida School Recognition Program

9 to the Every Child Matters Program providing

10 i ntent and purpose of the program providing

11 for financial assistance to schools providing

12 remedi ati on and intervention services to

13 certain students; specifying the uses of

14 program funds; providing departnment duties;

15 anmendi ng ss. 1001.42, 1002.33, 1002.415

16 1003. 62, 1008.31, 1008.345, 1011.62, 1011. 64,

17 and 1012. 2315, F.S.; conform ng provisions;

18 provi ding an effective date.

19

20| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

21

22 Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (6) of section
23| 1002.20, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

24 1002.20 K-12 student and parent rights.--Parents of
25| public school students nust receive accurate and tinely

26| information regarding their child' s academ c progress and nust
27| be informed of ways they can help their child to succeed in
28| school. K-12 students and their parents are afforded numerous
29| statutory rights including, but not limted to, the foll ow ng:
30 (6) EDUCATI ONAL CHO CE. - -

31

2
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1 (a) Public school choices.--Parents of public schoo

2| students may seek whatever public school choice options that
3| are appHicabletothelrstudents—and—-are available to students
4] in their school districts. These options may include

5| controlled open enrollnment, lab schools, charter schools,

6| charter technical career centers, magnet schools, alternative
7| schools, special prograns, acadeny prograns, advanced

8| placenent, dual enrollnment, International Baccal aureate,

9| International General Certificate of Secondary Education

10| (pre-AICE), Advanced International Certificate of Education
11| early admissions, credit by exam nation or denobnstration of
12| competency, the New Worl d School of the Arts, the Florida

13| School for the Deaf and the Blind, and the Florida Virtua

14| School. These options may al so i nclude the public schoo

15| choice option eptiens of the Sppertunity—Sehelarship—Program
16| anrd—the McKay Schol arships for Students with Disabilities

17| Program

18 Section 2. Subsections (2) and (3) and paragraph (c)
19| of subsection (5) of section 1002.31, Florida Statutes, are
20| anended to read:
21 1002.31 Public school parental choice.--
22 (2) Each district school board nay offer controlled
23| open enrollment within the public schools. The controlled open
24| enroll ment program shall be offered in addition to the
25| existing choice prograns such as magnet schools, alternative
26| school s, special prograns, acadeny prograns, advanced
27| placenent, and dual enrollnent.
28 (3) Each district school board shall develop a
29| controlled open enroll nent plan which describes the
30| inplenentation of subsection (2). Each school district shal
31| be reinmbursed for reasonable costs of providing transportation

3
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1| for students who attend a public school or choice program

2| other than the school to which the student is assigned through
3| the allocation of Every Child Matters Program funds by the

4| Department of Education pursuant to s. 1008. 36.

5 (5) Each school district shall devel op a system of

6| priorities for its plan that includes consideration of the

7| follow ng:

8 (c) A process that all ows eneedurages pl acenent of

9| siblings within the same school

10 Section 3. Section 1002.391, Florida Statutes, is

11| created to read:

12 1002. 391 Acadeny prograns in the public schools.--

13 (1) The Department of Education shall devel op by

14| January 1, 2008, a plan for school districts to establish

15| acadeny programs in every public school where feasible. Based
16| on the school -wi thin-a-school concept, acadeny prograns shal
17| be multiple prograns within one school facility that allow
18| students to concentrate on unique and specialized areas of

19| study of their choosing. The department's plan shall be based
20| on the foll ow ng:

21 (a) Each student in an acadeny program nust take a

22| base of core-curricula courses in addition to specialized

23| courses unique to each acadeny program

24 (b) The plan nmust include a waiver provision for

25| school districts to continue offering traditional acadenic

26| prograns if it is not feasible to offer acadeny prograns

27| within individual schools.

28 (2)(a) A parent whose child is enrolled in an acadeny
29| programshall be able to transfer his or her child to a

30| different acadeny programin the school, to an acadeny program
31| in another public school in the school district, or to a

4
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tradi tional acadenm c prodgramin _another public school in the

school district if the expectations of the parent or the

student _are not net within the school in which the student is

enrolled. Except as provided in paragraph (b), once a student

begi ns the acadenmic year in _an acadeny program or school, he

or_she is required to attend that acadeny program or _schoo

for the renmni nder of the academ c year

(b) A parent nay apply to transfer his or her child to

anot her _acadeny program or school before the end of the

academ c year if special circunstances warrant such action,

according to a process devel oped by the departnent.

(3) The departnment shall allocate Every Child Matters

Program funds, pursuant to s. 1008.36, to reinburse schoo

districts for reasonable costs of providing transportation for

students who attend a public school, or an acadeny program.in

a public school, other than the school to which the student is

assigned, pursuant to this section.

Section 4. Section 1008.33, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:

1008.33 Authority to enforce public schoo
i mprovenent.--1t is the intent of the Legislature that al
public schools be held accountable for students perform ng at
acceptable levels. A system of school inprovenent and
accountability that assesses student perfornmance by school
i dentifies schools in which students are not maki ng adequate
progress toward state standards, institutes appropriate
nmeasures for enforcing inprovenent, and provides rewards and
sancti ons based on performance shall be the responsibility of

the State Board of Education. For purposes of this section,

the term "school" neans the school itself or any acadeny

programin a school as described in s. 1002.391
5
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1 (1)(a) Pursuant to Art. |IX of the State Constitution
2| prescribing the duty of the State Board of Education to

3| supervise Florida's public school system and notwi t hstandi ng
4| any other statutory provisions to the contrary, the State

5| Board of Education shall intervene in the operation of a

6| district school system when one or nore schools in the schoo
7| district have failed to nmake adequate progress for 2 schoo

8| years in a 3-year 4—year period. For purposes of deternining
9| when a school is eligible for state board action and

10| eppertunity——sechelarships—Foritsstudents, the termterrs—2
11| years—ih—anry—4—year—period—and "2 school years in a 3-year
12| 4—year period" neans sean that in any year that a school has a
13| performance category "Declining," grade—ef—-F—— the school is
14| eligible for state board acti on ard—eppertunity—scholarships
15| fer—its—students if it also has had a performance category

16 |"Decl i ni ng" grade—ef—F- in any of the previous 2 3 schoo

17| years. The State Board of Education nay determ ne that the

18| school district or school has not taken steps sufficient for
19| students in the school to be academi cally well served.

20| Considering recomendati ons of the Comn ssioner of Education,
21| the State Board of Education shall reconmend action to a

22| district school board intended to inprove educational services
23| to students in each school that is designated with a

24| performance category "Declining."

25| Recommendations for actions to be taken in the school district
26| shall be made only after thorough consideration of the unique
27| characteristics of a school, which shall include student

28| nmobility rates, the nunber and type of exceptional students
29| enrolled in the school, and the availability of options for

30| inproved educational services. The state board shall adopt by

31| rule steps to followin this process. Such steps shall provide
6
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school districts sufficient tinme to i nprove student
performance in schools and the opportunity to present evidence
of assistance and interventions that the district school board
has i npl enent ed.

(b) A school shall not receive a perfornmance category

Declining" if it has an overall increase in student

achi evenent. This safe-harbor threshold for such a schoo

shall be based on annualized, nmultiyear inprovenents

documented for the top 25 percent of Florida schools for that

arade | evel.

(c) A school shall not receive a perfornmance category

Declining" if it falls below its previous year's grade or

performance category but nmintains adequate performance

standards conpared to other public schools in the state.

(d) The State Board of Education shall determ ne by

rule the criteria for designating "lnproving," "Mintaining,"

and "Declining" performance cateqgories for the purposes of the

state performance accountability system pursuant to s.

1008. 34.

(2) The State Board of Education may recommend one or
nore of the following actions to district school boards to
enabl e students in schools designated as performance category

"Declining" withagrade—eof—F- to be academ cally well served
by the public school system

(a) Provide additional resources, change certain
practices, and provide additional assistance if the state
board determ nes the causes of inadequate progress to be
related to school district policy or practice;

(b) Inplenment a plan that satisfactorily resolves the

education equity problens in the school related to factors

that hanper increased student perfornmance;
7
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(c) Contract for the educational services of the
school, or reorganize the school at the end of the school year
under a new school principal who is authorized to hire new
staff and inplenment a plan that addresses the causes of
i nadequate progress. A contract to admi nister an alternative
school may not be entered into with a private entity which
contract changes the character of the alternative schoo
popul ation as it existed when the alternative school was
admi ni stered by the public school system The term "character
of the alternative school popul ation" nmeans the percentage of
students having learning disabilities, physical disabilities,
enotional disabilities, or developnental disabilities, as wel
as the percentage of students having discipline problens;

(d) Allow parents of students in the school to send
their children to another district school of their choice; or

(e) Oher action appropriate to inprove the school's
performance, including, if the school is a high school
requiring annual publication of the school's graduation rate
cal cul ated without GED tests for the past 3 years,

di saggregated by student ethnicity.

(3) In recomending actions to district school boards,
the State Board of Education shall specify the length of tine
avail able to inplenent the recomended action. The State Board
of Education may adopt rules to further specify howit may
respond in specific circunstances. No action taken by the
State Board of Education shall relieve a school fromstate
accountability requirenents.

(4) The State Board of Education nmay require the
Department of Education or Chief Financial O ficer to w thhold
any transfer of state funds to the school district if, within
the tineframe specified in state board action, the schoo

8
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district has failed to conply with the action ordered to

i mprove the district's | owperformng schools. Wthhol ding the

transfer of funds shall occur only after all other recomended

actions for school inprovenent have failed to inprove

performance. The State Board of Education nay inpose the sane

penalty on any district school board that fails to devel op and

i mpl ement a plan for assistance and intervention for

| ow- performng schools as specified in s. 1001.42(16)(d).
Section 5. Section 1008.34, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:

1008. 34 School performance graginrg system schoo
report cards; district performance grade. --For purposes of

this section, the term"school" neans the school itself or any

acadeny programin a school as described in s. 1002.391. Each

school and each acadeny program shall receive a separate

performance category designation pursuant to this section

(1) ANNUAL REPORTS. --The Conmi ssi oner of Education

shal | prepare annual reports of the results of the statew de
assessnment program whi ch describe student achi evenent in the
state, each district, and each school. The conm ssioner shal
prescri be the design and content of these reports, which nust
include, without linitation, descriptions of the perfornmance
of all schools participating in the assessnment program and al
of their mpjor student popul ations as determ ned by the
Conmi ssi oner of Education, and must al so include the nmedian
scores of all eligible students who scored at or in the | owest
25th percentile of the state in the previous school year
provi ded, however, that the provisions of s. 1002.22
pertaining to student records apply to this section.

(2) SCHOOL PERFORMANCE CATEGORI ES GRABES. - - The annua

report shall identify schools as having one of the follow ng
9
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1| performance categories grades, defined according to rul es of
2| the State Board of Education:

3 (a) "lnproving, "*“A———secheels nmaki ng excel l ent or

4| above average progress.

5 (b) "Mintaining,"~B——seheets making satisfactory or
6| average abeve—average progress.

7 (c) "Declining, "“G———sechools making unsatisfactory or
8| bel ow aver age satisfaetery progress.

9 up o :

10| pregress—

11 R

12

13| Beginning in the 2007-2008 school year, a school that has been
14| designated with a school grade of "F" in a prior school year
15| shall not be designated as performance category "Declining"
16| using the current year's data if that school has net the

17| safe-harbor threshold established in s. 1008.33(1)(b). Eaeh
18 A

ij

26 (3) DESI GNATI ON OF SCHOOL PERFORMANCE CATEGORI ES

27| GRABES. --For purposes of determ ning school performance,

28| student performance shall be based on all students' annua

29| learning gains and increased student perfornmance conpared to
30| the previous year. Each school that has students who are

31| tested and included in the school performance gradinrg system

10
CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SB 2578
30-1275A- 07 See HB 1131

1| except an alternative school that receives a schoo

2| inprovenent rating pursuant to s. 1008. 341, shall receive a

3| school performance category designation grade; however, an

4| alternative school may choose to receive a school performance
5| category designation grade under this section in lieu of a

6| school inprovement rating. Additionally, a school that serves
7| any conbi nation of students in kindergarten through grade 3

8| which does not receive a school performance category

9| designation grade because its students are not tested and

10| included in the school performance gradinrg system shal

11| receive the school performance category grade designation of a
12| K-3 feeder pattern school identified by the Departnent of

13| Education and verified by the school district. A school feeder
14| pattern exists if at |east 60 percent of the students in the
15| school serving a conbination of students in kindergarten

16| through grade 3 are scheduled to be assigned to the graded

17| school participating in the school performance system Schoo
18| performance categories grades item zed in subsection (2) shal
19| be based on the foll ow ng:

20 (a) Criteria.--A school's performnce grade shall be
21| based on a conbination of:

22 1. Student achi evenent scores, including achi evenent
23| scores for students seeking a special diplona.

24 2. Student |earning gains as neasured annually by

25| annuval—FCGATassessrwents in grades 3 through 10; |earning gains
26| for students seeking a special diplom, as neasured by an

27| alternate assessment tool, shall be included not |ater than
28| the 2009- 2010 school year

29 3. Inprovenent of the |owest 25th percentile of

30| students in the school A—+eadinrg—rath—eor—witing on the

31

11
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1| FCAT and on non- FCAT neasures, unless these students are

2| exhibiting satisfactory perfornmance.

3 4. Beginning in the 2007-2008 school year, the

4| following weighted factors according to rules adopted by the

5| State Board of Education:

6 a. Fifty percent based on student FCAT scores.

7 b. Fifty percent based on non- FCAT neasures as

8| determi ned by the Departnment of Education.

9 (b) Student assessnent data.--Student assessnent data
10| used in deternining school performance grades shall include:
11 1. The aggregate scores of all eligible students
12| enrolled in the school who have been assessed on the FCAT and
13| on non- FCAT neasures.

14 2. The aggregate scores of all eligible students

15| enrolled in the school who have been assessed on the FCAT,

16| including Florida Wites, and on non- FCAT neasures, and who

17| have scored at or in the | owest 25th percentile of students in
18| the school A—+reading—rath—or—witing, unless these students
19| are exhibiting satisfactory perfornmance.

20 3. Effective with the 2005-2006 school year, the

21| achi evenent scores and | earning gains of eligible students

22| attending alternative schools that provide dropout prevention
23| and acadeni c intervention services pursuant to s. 1003.53. The
24| term"eligible students" in this subparagraph does not include
25| students attending an alternative school who are subject to

26| district school board policies for expul sion for repeated or
27| serious offenses, who are in dropout retrieval prograns

28| serving students who have officially been designated as

29| dropouts, or who are in prograns operated or contracted by the
30| Departnment of Juvenile Justice. The student performance data
31| for eligible students identified in this subparagraph shall be

12
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1| included in the cal culation of the hone school's perfornmance
2| grade. For purposes of this section and s. 1008. 341, "hone

3| school" neans the school the student was attendi ng when

4| assigned to an alternative school. |If an alternative schoo

5| chooses to be designated graded pursuant to this section,

6| student performance data for eligible students identified in
7| this subparagraph shall not be included in the home school's
8| performance grade but shall be included only in the

9| calculation of the alternative school's perfornmance grade.

10| School districts nust require collaboration between the hone
11| school and the alternative school in order to pronote student
12| success.

13

14| The State Board of Education shall adopt appropriate criteria
15| for each school performance category grade. The criteria nust
16| alse give added weight to student achievenent in reading.

17| Schools designated with a performance category "Mintaining"
18| grade—of—GC—raking—satisfaeteryprogress— shall be required
19| to denpnstrate that adequate progress has been nmade by

20| students in the school who are in the | owest 25th percentile
21| Fha—reading—rath—or—wtinrg on the FCAT, including Florida
22| Wites, and on non- FCAT nmeasures, unless these students are
23| exhibiting satisfactory perfornmance.

24 (4) SCHOOL | MPROVEMENT RATI NGS. - - The annual report

25| shall identify each school's performance as having inproved,
26| remai ned the same, or declined. This school inprovenent rating
27| shall be based on a conparison of the current year's and

28| previous year's student and school performance data. Seheels
29| that—iwprove—at—teast—onre—gradetevelare—eligible for—school
30| reecoghition—awards—pursuant—to—s—1008-36—

31

13
CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SB 2578
30-1275A- 07 See HB 1131

1 (5) SCHOOL REPORT CARD. --The Department of Education

2| shall annually develop, in collaboration with the schoo

3| districts, a school report card to be delivered to parents

4| throughout each school district. The report card shall include
5| the school's performance category grade, information regarding
6| school inprovement, an explanation of school performance as

7| evaluated by the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, and
8| indicators of return on investnment. Each school's report card
9| shall be published annually by the departnment on its website,
10| and the school district shall provide the school report card
11| to each parent.

12 (6) PERFORMANCE- BASED FUNDI NG. - - The Legi sl ature may

13| factor in the performance of schools in calculating any

14| performance-based funding policy that is provided for annually
15| in the General Appropriations Act.

16 (7) DI STRICT PERFORMANCE GRABE. - -

17 (a) The annual report required by subsection (1) shal
18| include district performance grades, which shall consist of

19| weighted district average performance grades, by |level, for
20| all elenmentary schools, middle schools, and high schools in
21| the district. A district's weighted average perfornmance grade
22| shall be cal cul ated by weighting individual school performance
23| grades determ ned pursuant to subsection (2) by schoo
24| enroll ment.
25 (b) School districts shall have a variety of tools at
26| their disposal to mmintain high performance standards. These
27| tools shall include, but not be limted to, giving to schools
28| that receive a performance category "lnproving" greater
29| authority over the allocation of the school's total budget
30| generated fromthe FEFP, state categoricals, lottery funds,
31| grants, and local funds, as specified in State Board of

14
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1| Education rule. The rule nust provide that the increased

2| budget authority shall remain in effect unless the school's
3| performance category declines.

4 Section 6. Subsections (2) and (3) of section

5| 1008.341, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

6 1008. 341 School inprovenent rating for alternative

7| schools. --

8 (2) SCHOOL | MPROVEMENT RATING. --Alternative school s
9| that provide dropout prevention and academ c intervention

10| services pursuant to s. 1003.53 shall receive a schoo

11| inprovenent rating pursuant to this section. The schoo

12| inprovenent rating shall identify schools as having one of the
13| followi ng ratings defined according to rules of the State

14| Board of Educati on:

15 (a) "lnproving" means schools with students naking
16| nore academ ¢ progress than when the students were served in
17| their hone school s.

18 (b) "Maintaining" means schools with students naking
19| progress equivalent to the progress nade when the students
20| were served in their hone schools.

21 (c) "Declining" means schools with students naking
22| less academ c progress than when the students were served in
23| their home schools.

24

25| The school inprovenent rating shall be based on a conparison
26| of student performance data for the current year and previous
27| year. Seheols—that—irprove—at—teast—onetevelorraintain—an
28 |- -

29| seheol—recognition—awards—pursuant—to—s—1008-36—

30

31
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(3) DESI GNATI ON OF SCHOOL | MPROVEMENT RATI NG. - - St udent
data used in determ ning an alternative school's schoo
i mprovenent rating shall include:

(a) The aggregate scores of all eligible students who
were assigned to and enrolled in the school during the Cctober
or February FTE count, who have been assessed on the FCAT and

on non- FCAT nmeasures, and who have FCAT or conparabl e scores

for the precedi ng school year

(b) The aggregate scores of all eligible students who
were assigned to and enrolled in the school during the Cctober
or February FTE count, who have been assessed on the FCAT,

including Florida Wites, and on non- FCAT neasures, and who

have scored in the | owest 25th percentile of students in the

state on the FCAT and on non- FCAT neasures Reading.

The assessnent scores of students who are subject to district
school board policies for expulsion for repeated or serious
of fenses, who are in dropout retrieval prograns serving
students who have officially been designated as dropouts, or
who are in prograns operated or contracted by the Departnent
of Juvenile Justice may not be included in an alternative
school 's school inprovenent rating.

Section 7. Section 1008.36, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1008.36 Every Child Matters H-erida—School—Recegnition

Program - -

(1) The Legislature finds that in order to provide

every student enrolled in K-12 public schools with the

opportunity to achieve a successful public education, acadenic

probl ens nust be identified early, with renedi ati on and

intervention services to follow 1t is the intent of this
16
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section that no child shall be left behi nd t+here+s—aneedfor

a—perferrancefheentiveprogramfor—outstandirgtacuty—and
stat—-A—hi-ghly—preduetive sehoels—Fhe—tegistatuvrefturther
H-rds—that—perforrance—based—-Reentres—are—cormpRptace—A—the
prHvrate—sector—and——shou-d—be—infused—into—the—pubHec——sector—as
a—reward—fer—produetivi-ty.

(2) The Every Child Mtters Floeri-da—Schoel—Recognition

Programis created to provi de fHranetal—awards—to—pubH¢
seheols—that

(a) A curriculumbased, year-round neasurenent of

|l earning gains for all public school students enrolled in

ki ndergarten through grade 12. Sustainr—high—perforrance—by

(b) Renediation and intervention services to al

public school students enrolled in kindergarten through grade

12 who are not neeting grade-appropriate performnce

expectations, including FCAT scores and non- FCAT neasures.

(3) Al public schools, including charter schools and
acadeny progranms in public schools, that—+eeerve—a—sehoolr

grade—pursuant—to—s—1008-34 are eligible to participate in

t he program

(4) Al seleeted schools shall receive financia
assi st ance awards depending on the availability of funds
appropri at ed anrd—the—nurber—and-—size—ofschools——seleetedto
reeeive—an—award. Funds nust be distributed to the school's
fiscal agent and placed in the school's account and nust be

used for purposes listed in subsection (5) as determ ned

jointly by the school's staff and school advisory council. H-
‘g I i .
17
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agreerent—by—Neverber—1—theawards—ust—be—equatby
? . I . .
the—sehoot—

(5) Every Child Matters Program funds Seheel
recoghition—awards nust be used for the foll ow ng:

(a) Administration of a reqular formative assessnent
approved by the State Board of Education. Nerreeur+hg—bonruses
to—thefacultyand staff—

(b)  Nonrecurring expenditures for renedi ation of

| owperform ng students, including renediati on prograns_and

intervention services adopted and admi ni stered by the

Depart nent of Education.

(c)€by Nonrecurring expenditures for educationa

equi pnment or materials to assist in the renediation of
| ow-perform ng students. nmeirtabrinrg—andirprevinrg—student
perferrahrce—or

(d) > Tenporary personnel for the school to assist in
the renediation of |ow perform ng students reintaininrg—and

(e) Contracts with private sector participants to

provi de renedi ation services provided that 90 percent of the

personnel providing services reside in the state and that the

contracts include requirenents to ensure that the private

sector participants are accountable for perfornance.

(f) Transportation of students pursuant to ss. 1002.31

and 1002. 391.

(6) The Departnent of Education shall provide training

and i nformational resources for educators to admi ni ster the

formative assessnent pursuant to paragraph (5)(a) and shall be

responsi ble for devel oping and inplenenting provisions for the

collection and analysis of the assessnent data.
18
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1 (7) The Departnent of Education shall establish

2| policies and procedures for the devel opment of individua

3| education plans for |ow perforning students who receive

4| remediation and intervention services pursuant to this

5| section.

6

7| Netwithstanding—statutory—prowvisiens—tothecontrary—

8| Hreentive—awards—are—not—subjieet—to—-coHeetivebargatning—

9 Section 8. Paragraphs (a), (c), and (d) of subsection
10| (16) and paragraph (d) of subsection (17) of section 1001. 42,
11| Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

12 1001.42 Powers and duties of district schoo

13| board.--The district school board, acting as a board, shal

14| exercise all powers and performall duties listed bel ow

15 (16) | MPLEMENT SCHOOL | MPROVEMENT AND

16| ACCOUNTABI LI TY.--Maintain a system of school inprovenment and
17| education accountability as provided by statute and State

18| Board of Education rule. This system of school inprovenment and
19| education accountability shall be consistent with, and

20| inplenented through, the district's continuing system of

21| planning and budgeting required by this section and ss.

22| 1008. 385, 1010.01, and 1011.01. This system of schoo

23| inprovenent and education accountability shall include, but is
24| not limted to, the follow ng:

25 (a) School inprovenment plans.--Annually approve and

26| require inplementati on of a new, anmended, or continuation

27| school inmprovenent plan for each school in the district. A

28| district school board may establish a district schoo

29| inprovenent plan that includes all schools in the district

30| operating for the purpose of providing educational services to
31| youth in Department of Juvenile Justice prograns. The schoo

19
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1| improvenent plan shall be designed to achieve the state

2| education priorities pursuant to s. 1000.03(5) and student

3| proficiency on the Sunshine State Standards pursuant to s.

4] 1003.41. Each plan shall address student achi evenent goals and
5| strategi es based on state and school district proficiency

6| standards. The plan nmay al so address issues relative to other
7| academi c-related matters, as determ ned by district schoo

8| board policy, and shall include an accurate, data-based

9| analysis of student achievenent and ot her school performance
10| data. Beginning with plans approved for inplenentation in the
11| 2007-2008 school year, each secondary school plan must include
12| a redesign conponent based on the principles established in s.
13| 1003.413. For each school in the district that earns a

14| performance category "Declining, " -

15| beloew— or is required to have a school inprovenent plan under
16| federal law, the school inprovenent plan shall, at a m ni num
17| al so include:

18 1. Professional devel opment that supports enhanced and
19| differentiated instructional strategies to inprove teaching

20| and | earni ng.

21 2. Continuous use of disaggregated student achi evenent
22| data to determnine effectiveness of instructional strategies.
23 3. Ongoing informal and fornmal assessments to nonitor
24| individual student progress, including progress toward nmastery
25| of the Sunshine State Standards, and to redesign instruction
26| if needed.

27 4. Alternative instructional delivery nethods to

28| support renedi ation, acceleration, and enrichnent strategies.
29 (c) Assistance and intervention.--

30 1. Develop a 2-year plan of increasing individualized
31| assistance and intervention for each school in danger of not

20
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neeting state standards or maki ng adequate progress, as
defined pursuant to statute and State Board of Education rule,
toward nmeeting the goals and standards of its approved schoo
i mprovenent pl an.

2. Provide assistance and intervention to a schoo

that is designated with a performance category "Declining"

grade—ef—P" pursuant to s. 1008. 34 anrd—+s—in—danger—of
a. j Ig-

3. Develop a plan to encourage teachers with

denonstrated mastery in inproving student performance to

remain at or transfer to a school with a performance category

"Declining" grade—of—P—er—F or to an alternative schoo

that serves disruptive or violent youths. |If a classroom
teacher, as defined by s. 1012.01(2)(a), who neets the
definition of teaching nmastery devel oped according to the
provi sions of this paragraph, requests assignment to a schoo

designated with a perfornmance category "Declining" grade—ef+

“B~e+—F or to an alternative school that serves disruptive

or violent youths, the district school board shall nake every
practical effort to grant the request.

4. Prioritize, to the extent possible, the
expenditures of funds received fromthe suppl emental academc
i nstruction categorical fund under s. 1011.62(1)(f) to inprove
student perfornmance in schools that receive a performance

category "Declining."

(d) After 2 years.--Notify the Conm ssioner of
Educati on and the State Board of Education in the event any
school does not nmke adequate progress toward neeting the
goal s and standards of a school inprovenent plan by the end of
2 years of failing to nmake adequate progress and proceed
according to guidelines devel oped pursuant to statute and

21
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1| State Board of Education rule. School districts shall provide
2| intervention and assi stance to schools in danger of being

3| designated with a performance category "Declining." grade—sof
4 |

5 (17) LOCAL-LEVEL DECI SI ONMAKI NG. - -

6 (d) Adopt policies that assist in giving greater

7| autonony, including authority over the allocation of the

8| school's budget, to schools designated with a performance

9| category "lnproving." —A— i ;
10| angd—schoots—rated—as—havinrgirproved—at—teast—two—grades—

11 Section 9. Paragraph (b) of subsection (7) and

12| paragraphs (o) and (p) of subsection (9) of section 1002. 33,
13| Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

14 1002.33 Charter schools. --

15 (7) CHARTER. --The mmjor issues involving the operation
16| of a charter school shall be considered in advance and witten
17| into the charter. The charter shall be signed by the governing
18| body of the charter school and the sponsor, followi ng a public
19| hearing to ensure comrunity input.

20 (b)1. A charter may be renewed provi ded that a program
21| review denponstrates that the criteria in paragraph (a) have

22| been successfully acconplished and that none of the grounds

23| for nonrenewal established by paragraph (8)(a) has been

24| docunented. In order to facilitate long-termfinancing for

25| charter school construction, charter schools operating for a
26| mnimum of 2 years and denonstrating exenpl ary academi c

27| programm ng and fiscal managenent are eligible for a 15-year
28| charter renewal. Such long-termcharter is subject to annua

29| review and may be term nated during the termof the charter

30 2. The 15-year charter renewal that may be granted

31| pursuant to subparagraph 1. shall be granted to a charter

22
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1| school that has received a performance category "I nproving" or
2" Mai nt ai ni ng" seheel—grade—oef—A—6e+—B~ pursuant to s.

3| 1008.34 in 3 of the past 4 years and is not in a state of

4| financial energency or deficit position as defined by this

5| section. Such long-termcharter is subject to annual review

6| and nay be terminated during the termof the charter pursuant
7| to subsection (8).

8 (9) CHARTER SCHOOL REQUI REMENTS. - -

9 (o) The director and a representative of the governing
10| body of a charter school that has received a performance

11| category "Declining" sehoel—grade—of—bB~ under s. 1008. 34(2)
12| shall appear before the sponsor or the sponsor's staff at

13| |l east once a year to present information concerning each

14| contract conponent having noted deficiencies. The sponsor

15| shall communicate at the nmeeting, and in witing to the

16| director, the services provided to the school to help the

17| school address its deficiencies.

18 (p) Upon notification that a charter school receives a
19| performance category "Declining" seheool—grade—ef—bB~ for 2
20| consecutive years er—a——sechool—grade—eof—F under s.
21| 1008.34(2), the charter school sponsor or the sponsor's staff
22| shall require the director and a representative of the
23| governing body to submit to the sponsor for approval a schoo
24| inprovenent plan to raise student achi evenent and to inpl enent
25| the plan. The sponsor has the authority to approve a schoo
26| inprovenent plan that the charter school will inplenment in the
27| follow ng school year. The sponsor may al so consider the State
28| Board of Education's recommended action pursuant to s.
29| 1008.33(1) as part of the school inprovement plan. The
30| Departnment of Education shall offer technical assistance and
31| training to the charter school and its governing body and

23
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1| establish guidelines for devel oping, submitting, and approving
2| such pl ans.

3 1. If the charter school fails to inprove its student
4| performance fromthe year imediately prior to the

5| inplenmentation of the school inprovenent plan, the sponsor

6| shall place the charter school on probation and shall require
7| the charter school governing body to take one of the follow ng
8| corrective actions:

9 a. Contract for the educational services of the

10| charter school

11 b. Reorganize the school at the end of the school year
12| under a new director or principal who is authorized to hire

13| new staff and inplenment a plan that addresses the causes of

14| i nadequate progress; or

15 c. Reconstitute the charter school

16 2. A charter school that is placed on probation shal
17| continue the corrective actions required under subparagraph 1
18| until the charter school inproves its student performance from
19| the year prior to the inplenmentation of the school inprovenent
20| pl an.

21 3. Notwithstandi ng any provision of this paragraph

22| the sponsor may terminate the charter at any tine pursuant to
23| the provisions of subsection (8).

24 Section 10. Subsection (7) and paragraph (a) of

25| subsection (8) of section 1002.415, Florida Statutes, are

26| anmended to read:

27 1002.415 K-8 Virtual School Program --Subject to

28| annual | egislative appropriation, a kindergarten through grade
29| 8 virtual school programis established within the Departnent
30| of Education for the purpose of naking acadenic instruction

31| available to full-tinme students in kindergarten through grade

24
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1| 8 using on-line and di stance | earning technol ogy. The

2| departnent shall use an application process to select schools

3| to deliver programinstruction.

4 (7) ASSESSMENT AND ACCOUNTABI LI TY. - -

5 (a) Each K-8 virtual school nust participate in the

6| statewi de assessnment program created under s. 1008.22 and

7| shall be subject to the school performance grading system

8| created by s. 1008. 34.

9 (b) A K-8 virtual school that has a performnce grade

10| category'"Declining" ef—B—e+r—F nust file a schoo

11| inprovenent plan with the departnent for consultation to

12| determ ne the causes for | ow performance and to devel op a pl an
13| for correction and inprovenent.

14 (c) The department shall termnate the contract of any
15| K-8 virtual school that receives a performance grade category

16 |"Decl i ning" ef¥—pP—er—F~ for 2 years in a 3-year during—any
17| eensecutive—4—year period.

18 (8) CAUSES FOR NONRENEWAL OR TERM NATI ON OF A
19| CONTRACT. - -
20 (a) At the end of a contract with a K-8 virtua

21| school, the departnent nmay choose not to renew the contract
22| for any of the follow ng grounds:

23 1. Failure to participate in the state's education

24| accountability systemcreated in s. 1008.31, as required in
25| this section;

26 2. Failure to receive a school performance category
27 |" Mai nt ai ni ng" grade—ef—C~ or better under the schoo

28| performance gradirg systemcreated by s. 1008.34 for any 2

29| years in a 3-year eensecutive—4—year period,

30 3. Failure to nmeet generally accepted standards of

31| fiscal managenent;
25
CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W WN RN NNMNDNDRNDNNRNNDNRR R R B R B R B R
P O © ® N O U A W N RP O © ® N O 00 » W N B O

Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SB 2578
30-1275A- 07 See HB 1131

4. Violation of |aw

5. Failure of the Legislature to fund the progran or

6. O her good cause shown.

Section 11. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
1003.62, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

1003. 62 Acadeni c performance-based charter schoo
districts.--The State Board of Education may enter into a
performance contract with district school boards as authorized
in this section for the purpose of establishing them as
acadeni c performance-based charter school districts. The
purpose of this section is to exam ne a new rel ationship
between the State Board of Education and district schoo
boards that will produce significant inprovenents in student
achi evenent, while conplying with constitutional and statutory
requi renents assigned to each entity.

(1) ACADEM C PERFORMANCE- BASED CHARTER SCHOOL
DI STRICT. - -

(a) A school district shall be eligible for
desi gnation as an acadeni c performance-based charter schoo
district if it is a high-perform ng school district in which a
m ni mrum of 50 percent of the schools earn a performance
category "l nproving" grade—of—A—e+—B~ and in which no
school earns a performance category "Declining"

e—F~ for 2 consecutive years pursuant to s. 1008.34. Seheols

this—ealettation— The performance contract for a schoo

district that earns a charter based on school performance

grades shall be predicated on mai ntenance of at |east 50

percent of the schools in the school district earning a

performance category "Inproving" grade—ef—A—oe+—B~ with no

school in the school district earning a performance category
26
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1("Declining" grade—sef—B—er—F for 2 consecutive years. A

2| school district in which the nunber of schools that earn a

3| performance category "Inproving" grade—ef—A—e+—B- is |ess

4| than 50 percent may have its charter renewed for 1 year

5| however, if the percentage of performance category "I nproving"
6 |“A—er—B~ schools is | ess than 50 percent for 2 consecutive

7| years, the charter shall not be renewed.

8 Section 12. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
9| 1008.31, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

10 1008.31 Florida's K-20 education perfornmance

11| accountability system |egislative intent; mssion, goals, and
12| systemni de neasures; data quality inprovenents. --

13 (1) LEGQ SLATIVE INTENT.--1t is the intent of the

14| Legi sl ature that:

15 (b) The K-20 education perfornmance accountability

16| system be established as a single, unified accountability

17| systemwith nmultiple conmponents, including, but not limted
18| to, measures of adequate yearly progress, individual student
19| learning gains in public schools, school performance

20| categories grades, and return on investnent.

21 Section 13. Paragraphs (b) and (d) of subsection (6)
22| and subsection (7) of section 1008.345, Florida Statutes, are
23| anended to read:

24 1008. 345 I nplenentation of state system of schoo

25| inprovenent and education accountability.--

26 (6)
27 (b) Upon request, the departnment shall provide
28| technical assistance and training to any school, including any

29| school operating for the purpose of providing educationa

30| services to youth in Departnment of Juvenile Justice prograns,

31| school advisory council, district, or district school board
27
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for conducti ng needs assessnents, devel opi ng and i npl enenting
school inprovenent plans, devel opi ng and inpl enenting

assi stance and intervention plans, or inplenenting other
conmponents of school inprovenent and accountability. Priority
for these services shall be given to schools designated with a

performance category "Declining" grade—ef—B—er—F- and

school districts in rural and sparsely popul ated areas of the

state.
(d) The conm ssioner shall assign a community
assessnment teamto each school district or governing board

with a school receiving a performance category "Declining"

graded—F- to review the school performance data and deterni ne
causes for the | ow performance, including the role of school
area, and district admnistrative personnel. The conmunity
assessnment team shall review a high school's graduation rate
cal cul ated without GED tests for the past 3 years,

di saggregated by student ethnicity. The team shall nake
recommendations to the school board or the governing board, to
the departnent, and to the State Board of Education for

i mpl ementing an assistance and i ntervention plan that wll
address the causes of the school's |ow perfornmance. The
assessnment team shall include, but not be linited to, a
department representative, parents, business representatives,
educators, representatives of |ocal governments, and conmunity
activists, and shall represent the denographics of the
comunity from which they are appointed.

(7)) Schools designated with a performance category

"l nproving" a—grade—of—A——rakingexcelHenrt—progress— shall

if requested by the school, be given deregul ated status as
specified in s. 1003.63(5), (7), (8), (9), and (10).

28
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Section 14. Paragraphs (h), (m, and (n) of subsection

(1) and paragraph (c) of subsection (7) of section 1011.62,
Florida Statutes, are anended to read

1011. 62 Funds for operation of schools.--1f the annua
allocation fromthe Florida Education Finance Programto each
district for operation of schools is not determined in the
annual appropriations act or the substantive bill inplenenting
t he annual appropriations act, it shall be determ ned as
fol | ows:

(1) COWPUTATI ON OF THE BASI C AMOUNT TO BE | NCLUDED FOR
OPERATI ON. - - The foll owi ng procedure shall be followed in
deternmining the annual allocation to each district for
operation:

(h) Small, isolated high schools.--Districts which
| evy the maxi mum nonvoted discretionary mllage, exclusive of
mllage for capital outlay purposes |evied pursuant to s.
1011.71(2), may calculate full-tinme equival ent students for
smal |, isolated high schools by multiplying the nunber of
unwei ghted full-tinme equival ent students tinmes 2.75; provided

t he school has attained a perfornmance category "Miintaining"

or better, pursuant to s. 1008.34, for the

previ ous school year. For the purpose of this section, the
term"small, isolated high school" neans any hi gh school which
is located no less than 28 miles by the shortest route from
anot her hi gh school; which has been serving students primarily
i n basic studies provided by sub-subparagraphs (c)1.b. and c.
and may include subparagraph (c)4.; and which has a nmenbership
29
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of no nore than 100 students, but no fewer than 28 students,
in grades 9 through 12.

(m Calculation of additional full-time equival ent
menber shi p based on Advanced International Certificate of
Educati on exam nation scores of students.--A value of 0.24
full-time equival ent student nenbership shall be cal cul ated
for each student enrolled in a full-credit Advanced
International Certificate of Education course who receives a
score of E or higher on a subject exam nation. A value of 0.12
full-time equival ent student nenbership shall be cal cul ated
for each student enrolled in a half-credit Advanced
International Certificate of Education course who receives a
score of E or higher on a subject exanination. A value of 0.3
full-time equival ent student nenbership shall be cal cul ated
for each student who receives an Advanced Internationa
Certificate of Education diplom. Such value shall be added to
the total full-tinme equival ent student nenbership in basic
programnms for grades 9 through 12 in the subsequent fisca
year. The school district shall distribute to each classroom
t eacher who provi ded Advanced International Certificate of
Educati on instruction:

1. A bonus in the anpbunt of $50 for each student
taught by the Advanced International Certificate of Education
teacher in each full-credit Advanced International Certificate
of Education course who receives a score of E or higher on the
Advanced International Certificate of Education exam nation. A
bonus in the anmount of $25 for each student taught by the
Advanced International Certificate of Education teacher in
each half-credit Advanced International Certificate of
Educati on course who receives a score of E or higher on the
Advanced International Certificate of Education exam nation.

30
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2.  An additional bonus of $500 to each Advanced
International Certificate of Education teacher in a schoo
designated with a perfornmance category "Declining" grade—ef+

“B~eo+—F who has at |east one student scoring E or higher on

the full-credit Advanced International Certificate of
Educati on exam nation, regardl ess of the nunmber of classes
taught or of the nunmber of students scoring an E or higher on
the full-credit Advanced International Certificate of
Educati on exami nati on.

3. Additional bonuses of $250 each to teachers of
hal f-credit Advanced International Certificate of Education
classes in a school designated with a performance category

"Declining" grade—eof—P—or—F~ which has at | east one student
scoring an E or higher on the half-credit Advanced

International Certificate of Educati on exam nation in that

cl ass. The maxi num additional bonus for a teacher awarded in
accordance with this subparagraph shall not exceed $500 in any
gi ven school year. Teachers receiving an award under

subpar agraph 2. are not eligible for a bonus under this

subpar agr aph.

Bonuses awarded to a teacher according to this paragraph shal
not exceed $2,000 in any given school year and shall be in
addition to any regul ar wage or other bonus the teacher
received or is scheduled to receive.

(n) Calculation of additional full-time equival ent
menber shi p based on col |l ege board advanced pl acenent scores of
students.--A value of 0.24 full-tinme equival ent student
menber ship shall be calculated for each student in each
advanced pl acenent course who receives a score of 3 or higher
on the Coll ege Board Advanced Pl acement Exam nation for the
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1| prior year and added to the total full-tinme equival ent student
2| menbership in basic programs for grades 9 through 12 in the

3| subsequent fiscal year. Each district nmust allocate at |east
4| 80 percent of the funds provided to the district for advanced
5| placenent instruction, in accordance with this paragraph, to
6| the high school that generates the funds. The school district
7| shall distribute to each classroomteacher who provided

8| advanced pl acenment instruction:

9 1. A bonus in the ampunt of $50 for each student

10| taught by the Advanced Pl acenent teacher in each advanced

11| pl acenent course who receives a score of 3 or higher on the
12| Col |l ege Board Advanced Pl acenent Exani nation

13 2. An additional bonus of $500 to each Advanced

14| Pl acenent teacher in a school designated with a performance
15| category "Declining" grade—of—bB—er—F- who has at |east one
16| student scoring 3 or higher on the Coll ege Board Advanced

17| Pl acenent Exami nation, regardl ess of the nunber of classes

18| taught or of the nunber of students scoring a 3 or higher on
19| the Coll ege Board Advanced Pl acenent Exami nati on.

20

21| Bonuses awarded to a teacher according to this paragraph shal
22| not exceed $2,000 in any given school year and shall be in

23| addition to any regul ar wage or other bonus the teacher

24| received or is scheduled to receive.

25 (7) DETERM NATI ON OF SPARSI TY SUPPLEMENT. - -

26 (c) Each district's allocation of sparsity suppl ement
27| funds shall be adjusted in the foll ow ng manner

28 1. A maxi mum di scretionary |evy per FTE value for each
29| district shall be calculated by dividing the value of each

30| district's maxi mum di scretionary levy by its FTE student

31| count.
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2. A state average discretionary |evy value per FTE
shall be calculated by dividing the total maxi num
di scretionary levy value for all districts by the state tota
FTE student count.

3. Atotal potential funds per FTE for each district
shall be calculated by dividing the total potential funds, not
including Every Child Matters Program FHerida—Seheot

Reecognition—Pregram funds and the m ni num guarantee, for each
district by its FTE student count.

4. A state average total potential funds per FTE shal
be cal cul ated by dividing the total potential funds, not
including Every Child Matters Program Ferda—Sehoel

Recognition—Pregram funds and the m ni num guarantee, for al
districts by the state total FTE student count.

5. For districts that have a | evy value per FTE as
cal cul ated in subparagraph 1. higher than the state average
cal cul ated in subparagraph 2., a sparsity wealth adj ustnent
shall be cal culated as the product of the difference between
the state average | evy value per FTE calculated in
subpar agraph 2. and the district's |evy value per FTE
calcul ated in subparagraph 1. and the district's FTE student
count and -1. However, no district shall have a sparsity
weal th adj ustnment that, when applied to the total potentia
funds cal cul ated in subparagraph 3., would cause the
district's total potential funds per FTE to be |l ess than the
state average cal cul ated in subparagraph 4.

6. Each district's sparsity supplenment allocation
shall be cal cul ated by addi ng the anount cal cul ated as
speci fied in paragraphs (a) and (b) and the weal th adjustnment

anount cal culated in this paragraph.
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Section 15. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
1011.64, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

1011.64 School district mninmmclassroom expenditure
requi renents. - -

(2) For the purpose of inplenmenting the provisions of
this section, the Legislature shall prescribe m ni mum academi c
performance standards and m ni num cl assroom expendi ture
requirenents for districts not meeting such nini nrum academ c
performance standards in the General Appropriations Act.

(a) M ninmum academ ¢ perfornmance standards nmay be
based on, but are not limted to, district performnce grades
determ ned pursuant to s. 1008.34(7).

Section 16. Subsections (1), (2), and (5) of section
1012. 2315, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

1012. 2315 Assignnent of teachers.--

(1) LEGQ SLATIVE FI NDI NGS AND | NTENT. - - The Legi sl ature
finds disparities between teachers assigned to teach in a

maj ority of “A—graded schools receiving a performance

category "l nproving" and teachers assigned to teach in a

maj ority of “F——graded schools receiving a performance

category "Declining". The disparities can be found in the

average years of experience, the nedian salary, and the
performance of the teachers on teacher certification

exam nations. It is the intent of the Legislature that
district school boards have flexibility through the collective
bar gai ni ng process to assign teachers nore equitably across
the schools in the district.

(2) ASSI GNMENT TO SCHOOLS. GRABEBD—P—ORF—--Schoo
districts may not assign a higher percentage than the schoo
district average of first-tine teachers, tenporarily certified
teachers, teachers in need of inprovenent, or out-of-field
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teachers to schools with above the school district average of
m nority and econom cally di sadvantaged students or school s
that are designated performance category "Declining." graded—
p—er—F— Each school district shall annually certify to the

Commi ssi oner of Education that this requirenent has been net.
If the commi ssioner determines that a school district is not
in conpliance with this subsection, the State Board of

Educati on shall be notified and shall take action pursuant to

© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

s. 1008.32 in the next regularly scheduled neeting to require

iy
o

conpl i ance.

=
(=Y

(5) REPORT.--Schools receiving a performance category

12 |"Decli ni ng" graded—bP—er—F~ shall annually report their
13| teacher-retention rate. Included in this report shall be

14| reasons listed for |eaving by each teacher who | eft the schoo
15| for any reason.

16 Section 17. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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