Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SB 2598
By Senator W se

5- 1379A- 07

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Governor's School for

3 Sci ence and Technol ogy; creating s. 1002.371

4 F.S.; creating the Governor's School for

5 Sci ence and Technol ogy; requiring the Florida
6 Virtual School to nmnage and control the

7 Governor's School for Science and Technol ogy;
8 providing criteria governing such nanagenent

9 and control; providing that the Governor's

10 School for Science and Technology is a public
11 school for selected students in grades 9

12 through 12 who enroll in the school and reside
13 on the school's premn ses; providing for

14 | ocation of the school in Brevard County;

15 provi di ng for commencenent of the school's

16 classes; requiring the school to offer

17 speci fied prograns; stating the mission of the
18 school; requiring the Florida Virtual School to
19 appoint a director of the Governor's School for
20 Sci ence and Technol ogy and adopt rules
21 concerni ng operation of the school and
22 sel ection of individuals who are eligible to
23 enroll in that school; authorizing rul emaking
24 by the Florida Virtual School; creating the
25 Governor's School for Science and Technol ogy
26 Advi sory Council; providing for purpose,
27 menber shi p, duties, and operation of the
28 council; exenpting the Governor's School for
29 Sci ence and Technol ogy fromcertain
30 requi rements concerning curriculum and
31 operations in the Florida School Code
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1 providing for the Florida Virtual School to be

2 the fiscal agent of the Governor's School for

3 Sci ence and Technol ogy and to submit certain

4 budget requests; providing for funding the

5 Governor's School for Science and Technol ogy;

6 anmendi ng ss. 1000. 04, 1002.20, and 1003. 02,

7 F.S., relating to the conponents for the

8 delivery of public education, the rights of

9 students and parents concerning public schoo

10 choi ce, and parental notice of acceleration

11 nmechani snms by district school boards;

12 conform ng provisions to changes nmade by the

13 act; providing an appropriation; providing an

14 effective date.

15

16| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

17

18 Section 1. Section 1002.371, Florida Statutes, is

19| created to read:
20 1002.371 Governor's School for Science and
21| Technol ogy.--The Governor's School for Science and Technol ogy
22| is established and shall be managed and controlled by the
23| Elorida Virtual School in a manner that conforms to this
24| section.
25 (1) The Governor's School for Science and Technol ogy
26| is a public school for grades 9 through 12. The attendance
27| area for the school is the entire state; however, adnission to
28| the school is a privilege reserved for those qualified
29| students who are selected and is not a right afforded to the
30| general population of students in this state. The school shal
31| be located in Brevard County and be situated where connections
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bet ween the school and the Kennedy Space Center nmay nost

readily be established. Students enrolled in the school nust

reside on the school's prem ses. The school's first classes

nust _conmence in the 2009-2010 acadenmi c year. The school shal

offer:

(a) Accelerated prograns in the areas of math,

science, and technology to qualified students in grades 9

through 12.
(b)  Summer prograns for elenentary, niddle, or high

school teachers.

(2) The mission of the Governor's School for Science

and Technology is to provide students in grades 9 through 12

with advanced educational opportunities in the areas of

science, math, and technology in order to gain the know edge

and skills necessary to succeed in those areas. The Florida

Virtual School shall adm ni ster and operate the Governor's

School for Science and Technol ogy and shal |

(a) Appoint a director; and

(b) Adopt rul es specifying:

1. The requirenents that an individual nust neet in

order to be gualified for adm ssion to the Governor's Schoo

for Science and Technology and the standards by which

applicants will be selected for adm ssion to the school

Priority nmust be given to individuals who excel or denpnstrate

interest in the areas of math, science, or technology. The

requi renents and standards may include, but are not linmted

to, scores on tests or favorable recommendati ons from teachers

or_other school officials.

2. The nunber of students that may be enrolled at the

school given the resources that are avail able.
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3. The procedures by which an individual may apply for

admi ssion to the school or appeal a decision concerning an

application to attend the school. Such procedures nmust conform

to applicable standards concerni ng the adequacy of due

process.
4. The procedures by which the school nust operate so

as to maxim ze achi evenent of its m ssion.

(3) The Florida Virtual School may adopt rul es under

ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to adnminister this section.

(4)(a) The Governor's School for Science and

Technol ogy Advi sory Council is created within the Florida

Virtual School. The purpose of the advisory council is to

provide the Florida Virtual School with insight, expertise,

and recommendati ons concerni ng the devel opnent and

inpl enentation of a plan for the Governor's School for Science

and Technol ogy.

(b) The advisory council consists of 13 nenbers who

shal |l be appointed by the board of trustees of the Florida

Virtual School as follows:

1. One nenber representing the Technol ogical Research

and Devel opnent Aut hority.

2. Two nenbers representing the Sunshine State

Schol ars Recognition Program

3. One nenber representing the Florida Institute of

Technol ogy.
4. One nenber representing the Departnent of

Educati on.

5. Two nenbers representing the Florida Center for

Mat hemati cs and Sci ence Research created under s. 1004. 86.

6. One nenber representing the Enbry-Riddle

Aeronautical University.
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7. One nenber representing the University of Centra

Fl ori da.

8. One nenber representing the University of Florida

9. One nenber representing the National Aeronautics

and Space Admi nistration.

10. Two nenbers representing the faculty of the

Florida Virtual School

(c) lnitial appointments shall be made by August 1

2007. Advisory council nenbers shall be appointed to 5-year

terns, except that the initial terns shall be staggered so

that five nenbers are appointed to 3-year terns, four other

nenbers are appointed to 4-vear terns, and four other nenbers

are appointed to 5-year terns. An advisory council nenber who

is absent fromthree consecutive neetings of the council is

automatically renpved fromthe council. Any vacancy on the

advi sory council nust be filled for the remai nder of the

unexpired term An advisory council menber may not serve nore

than two consecutive terns.

(d) The advisory council shall neet at | east once each

quarter. A majority of the nenbers of the advisory counci

constitutes a gquorum

(e) Menbers of the advisory council shall serve

wi t hout conpensation, but are entitled to reinbursenent for

per _diem and travel expenses in accordance with s. 112.061

while performing their duties.

(4 1In order to facilitate innovative practices, the

Governor's School for Science and Technol ogy is exenpt from

each requirenent of the Florida School Code which relates to

curriculum and operations unless the requirenent also relates

to civil rights or student health, safety, and welfare. This
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1| subsection does not exenpt the school from chapter 119 or s.

2| 286.011.

3 (5) The Florida Virtual School is the fiscal agent of

4| the Governor's School for Science and Technol ogy and shal

5| annually prepare and subnmit a legislative budget request for

6| the Governor's School for Science and Technology in accordance
7| with chapter 216.

8 (6) Funding for room board, and transportation of

9| students of the Governor's School for Science and Technol ogy
10| shall be as authorized in the General Appropriations Act.

11| G her funding for the Governor's School for Science and

12| Technol ogy shall be provided from

13 (a) Appropriations fromthe Legislature or a state

14| agency;

15 (b) Contributions or endownents fromprivate entities;
16| and

17 (c) Moneys generated through the Florida Education

18| Einance Programor a categorical fund by virtue of a student's
19| enrollnent in a public school. Mneys so generated nmust be

20| provided for each student who is enrolled in the Governor's
21| School for Science and Technology in the sane manner and

22| ampunt that such noneys would be provided to a district schoo
23| board if the same student were enrolled in a standard public
24| school

25 Section 2. Subsection (5) is added to section 1000. 04,
26| Florida Statutes, to read

27 1000. 04 Conponents for the delivery of public

28| education within the Florida K-20 education system--Florida's
29| K-20 education system provides for the delivery of public

30| education through publicly supported and controlled K-12

31| schools, comunity colleges, state universities and other
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1| postsecondary educational institutions, other educationa

2| institutions, and other educational services as provided or

3| authorized by the Constitution and | aws of the state.

4 (5) THE GOVERNOR S SCHOOL FOR SCI ENCE AND

5| TECHNOLOGY. - - The Governor's School for Science and Technol ogy
6| is a conmponent of the delivery of public education within

7| Elorida's K-20 education system

8 Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (6) of section
9| 1002.20, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

10 1002.20 K-12 student and parent rights.--Parents of

11| public school students nmust receive accurate and tinely

12| information regarding their child' s academ ¢ progress and mnust
13| be informed of ways they can help their child to succeed in
14| school. K-12 students and their parents are afforded nunerous
15| statutory rights including, but not Iinmted to, the follow ng:
16 (6) EDUCATI ONAL CHO CE. - -

17 (a) Public school choices.--Parents of public schoo
18| students may seek what ever public school choice options that
19| are applicable to their students and are avail able to students
20| in their school districts. These options may include

21| controlled open enrollnent, |ab schools, charter schools,

22| charter technical career centers, magnet schools, alternative
23| school s, special progranms, advanced pl acenent, dua

24| enrollment, International Baccal aureate, International Genera
25| Certificate of Secondary Education (pre-AlCE), Advanced

26| International Certificate of Education, early adm ssions,

27| credit by exami nation or denonstration of conpetency, the New
28| World School of the Arts, the Florida School for the Deaf and
29| the Blind, the Governor's School for Science and Technol ogy,
30| and the Florida Virtual School. These options may al so include
31| the public school choice options of the Opportunity
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Schol arshi p Program and the MKay Schol arshi ps for Students
with Disabilities Program

Section 4. Paragraph (i) of subsection (1) of section
1003.02, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

1003.02 District school board operation and control of
public K-12 education within the school district.--As provided
in part Il of chapter 1001, district school boards are
constitutionally and statutorily charged with the operation
and control of public K-12 education within their schoo
district. The district school boards nust establish, organize,
and operate their public K-12 schools and educationa
programnms, enployees, and facilities. Their responsibilities
i nclude staff devel opnent, public K-12 school student
education including education for exceptional students and
students in juvenile justice prograns, special prograns, adult
education prograns, and career education prograns.
Additionally, district school boards must:

(1) Provide for the proper accounting for all students
of school age, for the attendance and control of students at
school, and for proper attention to health, safety, and other
matters relating to the welfare of students in the foll ow ng
fields:

(i) Parental notification of acceleration
mechani snms. -- At the begi nning of each school year, notify
parents of students in or entering high school of the
opportunity and benefits of advanced placenment, I|Internationa
Baccal aureate, Advanced International Certificate of

Educati on, dual enrollnent, the Governor's School for Science

and Technol ogy, and Florida Virtual School courses.

Section 5. The sumof $1 nmillion is appropriated from

the General Revenue Fund to the Florida Virtual School for the
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1| purpose of paying salaries and other adninistrative expenses

2| necessary to develop a plan, secure facilities, develop the

3| sequence of courses for each grade |evel, and undertake other

4| activities necessary to commence operation of the Governor's

5| School for Science and Technology in the 2009-2010 academ ¢

6 ear.

7 Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007

8

9 R S I R R S I R I

10 SENATE SUMVARY

11 Creates the Governor's School for Science and Technol ogy
as a public school for selected students in grades 9

12 through 12 who reside on the school's prenises. Requires
the Florida Virtual School to manage and control the

13 Governor's School for Science and Technol ogy. Requires
that the Governor's School for Science and Technol ogy be

14 | ocated in Brevard County, conmence operation in the
2009- 2010 school year, and offer specified prograns.

15 States the nission of the school. Requires that the
Florida Virtual School appoint a director of the

16 Governor's School for Science and Technol ogy and adopt
rul es concerni ng operation of, and the selection of

17 i ndi vi dual s who nay be enrolled in, that school
Aut hori zes rul emaki ng by the Florida Virtual School

18 Creates and provides for the purpose, menbership, duties,
and operation of the Governor's School for Science and

19 Technol ogy Advi sory Council. Exenpts the Governor's
School for Science and Technolo?y fromcertain

20 requi renents concerning curriculumand operations in the
Fl ori da School Code. Provides for the Florida Virtua

21 School to be the fiscal agent of the Governor's Schoo
for Science and Technol ogy and to submit certain budget

22 requests. Provides for funding of the Governor's Schoo
for Science and Technol ogy. Anends vari ous ot her

23 statutory provisions to conform

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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