Fl orida Senate - 2007 CS for SB 2624
By the Committee on Health Regul ation; and Senator Celrich

588-2240- 07

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Task Force on Open

3 Governnent; creating the Task Force on Open

4 Government within the O fice of Open

5 Government; providing purposes; providing for
6 t he appoi ntment of nmenbers to the task force;
7 requiring that the office assist the task force
8 and provide certain services; requiring that

9 the task force neet before a specified deadline
10 to establish certain procedures and el ect a

11 chair and vice chair; providing guidelines for
12 schedul i ng neetings; authorizing the chair of
13 the task force to call neetings; providing

14 requi renents for voting on any proposed action
15 or reconmendation of the task force; providing
16 for the locations of neetings; requiring the
17 task force to consider certain issues and

18 i nformati on; authorizing the task force to

19 recommend changes to | aws, rules, and policies
20 governing public records; requiring the task
21 force to review certain docunents; requiring
22 the submi ssion of a final report to the
23 Governor, the Chief Justice of the Suprene
24 Court, the President of the Senate, and the
25 Speaker of the House of Representatives before
26 a specified deadline; requiring the report to
27 i nclude certain information; providing for the
28 rei mbursement of menbers of the task force for
29 expenses; providing for the future term nation
30 of the task force; providing an appropriation;
31 provi ding an effective date.
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Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Task Force on Open Governnent; creation

nmenber shi p; duties.--

(1) There is created a Task Force on Open Gover nment

within the Ofice of Open Governnent of the Executive Ofice

of the Governor to review, evaluate, and issue recommendations

concerning the public-records and public-neetings | aws as

provided in this section.

(2) The task force shall nmeet the requirenments of s.

20.052, Florida Statutes. It shall consist of nine nenbers:

(a) Three nenbers appointed by the Governor;

(b) Three nenbers appointed by the Speaker of the

House of Representatives;

(c) Three nenbers appointed by the President of the

Senat e.

(3) The office shall assist the task force and provide

all necessary data collection, analysis, research, and support

services.

(4)(a) Menbers nust be appointed within 45 days after

the effective date of this act. No sooner than 55 days and no

later than 75 days after the effective date of this act, the

task force shall neet to establish procedures for the conduct

of its business and to elect a chair and vice chair

(b) The task force shall nmeet at the call of the chair

but no less frequently than every 3 nonths.

(c) A mjority of the menbers of the task force

constitutes a quorum and a quorumis necessary for the

purpose of voting on any proposed action or recommendati on of

the task force.
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1 (d) The neetings shall be held in locations throughout
2| the state for the purpose of taking public testinpny regarding
3| the issues set forth in subsection (5).

4 (5) The task force shall consider the issues of

5| privacy and public access as they relate to the collection and
6| dissenmination of information contained in public records

7| maintained by an agency as defined in s. 119.011, Florida

8| Statutes. Wth respect to such issues, the task force shal

9| specifically consider

10 (a) How the collection, storage, retrieval

11| dissenination, and accessibility of public records through

12| advanced technol ogies, including Internet access, has

13| affected:

14 1. The expectation of privacy regarding sensitive,

15| personal information contained in public records;

16 2. The role and effectiveness of the custodian of

17| public records as defined in s. 119.011, Florida Statutes;

18 3. The ability of agency networks to communicate with
19| each other;

20 4. The security and safety of residents; and

21 5. The interests of business, research, and nedia

22| industries in these records.

23 (b) How best to balance the positive and negative

24| effects of electronic access to public records.

25 (c) Whether agencies require excessive and unnecessary
26| information, and if so, the best manner in which to address
27| the issue.

28 (d) Whether categories of information, including, but
29| not limted to, personal identifying information, proprietary
30| confidential business information, and nedical information

31
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shoul d be nade confidential or exenpt from public disclosure

in part or in totality.

(e)l. What information is and should be accessible

electronically, the circunstances warranting accessibility,

and the need for restrictions with respect thereto; and

2. \Whether levels of electronic accessibility should

be established based on the nature of the information and the

user of the information, circunstances warranting the

establi shment of |levels of accessibility, and the need for

restrictions with respect thereto.

(f)1. Wiat inpedinments exist with regard to preventing

the unaut horized or inadvertent disclosure of confidential or

exenpt _information in current and future agency records;

2.  \Wio should be responsible for ensuring that such

information is kept confidential or exenpt from public

di scl osure; and

3. Wat, if any, penalties should be in place if such

di scl osure occurs.

(B6) The task force, as it considers appropriate, may

exani ne _and recommend changes to laws, rules, and policies

governing all public records.

(7) The task force shall review,_ at a mninmum

documents conpiled by the |egislative, executive, and judicia

branches; the clerks of court; and The Florida Bar relating to

the topics of privacy, technology, and public records,

including official records and court records.

(8) The task force shall submt a final report to the

Governor, the Chief Justice of the Suprene Court, the

Presi dent of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives by January 1, 2008. The final report nust

include specific recommendations regarding the privacy and
4
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public records issues identified in this act. To the extent

possible, the report shall include proposed |eqislation or

recommendati ons for changes in rules. The report shal

identify any necessary support services, additional training,

and fiscal inpact resulting fromits recomendati ons.

(9) Menbers of the task force shall serve without

conpensation, but are entitled to reinbursement for per diem

and travel expenses as provided in s. 112.061, Florida

Statutes. Per diemand travel expenses for task force nenbers

who are enpl oyees of the state shall be provided fromthe

budgets of the enploying agencies.

(10) The task force is term nated June 30, 2008.

Section 2. There is appropriated fromthe Genera

Revenue Fund to the Executive Ofice of the Governor the sum

of for the purpose of reinbursenent for per diem and

travel expenses as authorized by this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becomng a

| aw.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 2624

The committee substitute no | onger creates a public records
and nEetin%s exenption for certain informati on held and

di scussed by the search conmittee of a public hospital in
connection with a search for a chief executive officer or
corporate officer.

The bill creates a Task Force on Open CGovernment within the
O fice of Open Governnment of the Executive Ofice of the
Governor to review, evaluate, and issue reconmendations
concerning the public records and public neetings |aws.
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