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1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to postsecondary education

3 creating the Florida Public Conmunity Coll ege

4 and Career Center Working Student Assistance

5 Program providing |egislative intent;

6 providing eligibility criteria for student

7 assi stance grants; anending s. 1009.50, F.S.

8 provi ding additional elenments to be considered

9 in awards of grants to conmunity coll ege

10 students under the Florida Public Student

11 Assi stance Grant Program providing an

12 effective date.

13

14 WHEREAS, the primary notive of federal student aid has
15| been to further the country's econom ¢ health and

16| competitiveness, and

17 WHEREAS, the investnent nmade in grant aid would be

18| offset by the students' future contribution to the economc
19| devel opnent of the community, and
20 VWHEREAS, unnet needs of students have forced a reliance
21| on | oans, NOW THEREFORE
22
23| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
24
25 Section 1. Florida Public Community College and Career
26| Center Wrking Student Assistance Program --
27 (1)(a) The Legislature recognizes the inportance of
28| the role of financial aid in ensuring access to postsecondary
29| education and for student success. It is the intent of the
30| Legislature that every student enrolled in a public community
31| college have the resources necessary for graduation. The
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Leqgi sl ature further recognizes that the financial conseguence

of repaying loans, on which graduates have placed high

reliance, negatively influences these graduates' ability to

provide positive reinforcement for the state's econony.

(b) 1t is the purpose of this act to pronote

successful student participation in the econonmi c devel opnment

of their communities and the state by:

1. Providing financial support that will enable

wor ki ng students to achi eve their degrees and increase their

earni ng and spendi ng potenti al

2. Ofering grant assistance to working students to

mnimze the use of loans for entry-level training. Student

| oans are nore appropriate for students who have already noved

beyond entry-level jobs and have the income that will allow

repaynent of | oans.

(c) There is created the Florida Public Community

Col l ege and Career Center Whrking Student Assistance Program

to provide financial support for working students in this

state. This programw ||l provide assistance to students whose

enpl oynent i ncome _nmakes themineligible for federal and state

arant assistance and for whomtheir incone is insufficient to

comrit to long-term debt through any financial assistance

through federal or other |oans.

(2)(a) Student grants through the program may be nmde

to students who enroll in at |east 6 senester hours, or the

equi valent, or 10 hours per week of adult vocational training

per term and who neet other requirenents for student

eligibility provided in this section or by rule. The grants

shall be awarded annually for an ampunt of need deterni ned by

the institution but nmay not exceed an anmpunt specified in the

CGeneral Appropriations Act.
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(b) The primary purpose of this grant is to serve

students who are not receiving state or federal grants.

Therefore, a student applying for a grant under this section

nust _al so conplete the application for federal financial aid,

so that access to federal and state grants is the first avenue

of support. However, for purposes of this grant, the

institutional assessnent of financial resources available to

the student may consider issues beyond that identified in the
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Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) cal cul ations

iy
o

to determ ne the unnet need of the student. Such issues

=
(=Y

include, but are not linmted to:

iy
N

1. The inability of famly menbers to contribute to

iy
w

t he educati onal expenses of those under age 24 who nust report

[y
SN

fam |y income on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid

15 [(FAFSA) application

16 2. I ndependent or dependent students whose i ncone and

17| expenses only qualify the student for |oan progranms, but for

18| whom | oan debt will be an unreasonabl e burden.

19 (c) Institutions shall prioritize awards to students

20| having the greatest need and nmay require students to neet

21| additional criteria for eliqgibility.

22 (3) The Departnment of Education shall devel op a nethod

23| to distribute funds to community coll eges and career centers

24| and adopt rules necessary to adm nister this section, and

25| shall require annual reports of such colleges and centers.

26| Community college boards of trustees and school boards shal

27| adopt rules to administer this section |ocally.

28 Section 2. Paragraph (e) is added to subsection (2) of
29| section 1009.50, Florida Statutes, to read:
30 1009.50 Florida Public Student Assistance G ant

31| Program eligibility for grants.--
3
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1 (2)
2 (e) For community college students, Pell G ant
3| entitlenments shall be considered in the award, but nmay not be
4| required as a condition of award. The maxi num expected famly
5| contribution established by the departnent for comunity
6| colleges shall recognize that students at conmunity coll eges
7| are working and supporting fanmilies and that the expected
8| contribution to education cannot equal that at other
9| institutions.
10 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becomng a
11| I aw.
12
13 Kk ok ko ko ok ko ko ko ko kR ko kK ko kR kK kR kK kK Kk
14 SENATE SUMVARY
15 Creates a Florida Public Community Coll ege and Career
Center Working Student Assistance Programto provide a
16 fundi ng source for community coll ege and adult vocationa
17 training students as an alternative to student | oans.
18
19
20
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22
23
24
25
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27
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