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Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SB 2750

By Senator Hari dopol os

26-1544-07
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to outdoor signs; creating s.
479.095, F.S.; providing definitions;
perm tting nonconform ng signs to be maintained
under specific conditions; specifying
condi tions, upkeep, repairs, and nodifications
that are allowed and enunerating those that are

not all owed; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 479.095, Florida Statutes, is

created to read

479.095 Nonconform ng signs. --

(1) As used in this section, the term

(a) "Confiquration" neans the physical arrangenment of

a_sign whether single-faced, V-type, back-to-back

side-to-side, or stacked.

(b) "Structural materials" neans the materials used to

create the |load-bearing parts in the sign structure, including

vertical supports, horizontal stringers, and braces.

Structural materials do not include the sign face, skirt,

electrical service, or electric |lighting.

(2) A nonconformng sign may be maintained unless it

is inproperly repaired, nodified, destroyed, abandoned, or

di scontinued. A nodification or repair of a nonconform ng sign

in violation of this chapter or the rules adopted under this

chapter, which is not corrected within the 30-day period

provided in s. 479.08, termi nates the nonconform ng status of

the sign and nmakes it illegal. If a permttee does not tinely

request a hearing or, after a final determ nation under_ s.
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479.08 that the nonconform ng status of a sign has terninated,

the sign may not be restored and nust be renpved.

(3) Reasonabl e repair and upkeep of a nonconform ng

sign which is necessary to keep the sign structure in a state

of good repair, including the replacement in kind of the

vertical supports and structural nmaterials in the sign

structure or a change of the advertising nessage, is pernmtted

and does not term nate a sign's nonconforning status. However,

any replacenent may not exceed 50 percent of a sign's vertica

supports within a 24-nonth period or 50 percent of the

cunmul ative value of the structural materials in the sign

structure within a 24-nmonth period. Docunentation of replaced

vertical supports or structural nmaterials shall be provided to

t he departnent upon request.

(4) The follow ng nodifications to nonconform ng Signs

are pernmtted:

(a) Change of advertising nessage;

(b) Replacenent or repair of the sign facing if the

di rensions of the sign facing and the hei ght above ground

level remnin the same. However, the size of the sign facing

may be reduced if such reduction is required by a |loca

governnent having jurisdiction over the sign

(c) Mdifications to the vertical supports for the

pur pose of neeting wi nd-load requirenents of the Florida

Building Code if required by a local governnent. Docunentation

of such nodifications, under seal by a reqgistered engineer

shall be provided to the departnent upon request;

(d) Addition of catwalks or other safety devices that

do not increase the structural integrity or life span of the

sign;
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(e) Addition of enbellishments that do not exceed 10

percent of the area of the existing sign facing; or

(f) 1Incidental nodifications that do not affect the

visibility of the sign's nessage or the duration of such
visibility.
(5) Mbdifications to nonconform ng signs, other than

incidental nodifications, are prohibited if the nodifications:

(a) Change the configuration of the sign;

(b) Change the type of materials in the structure of

the sign;
(c) Change the height, size, or height above ground

|l evel of the sign facing;

(d) Add vari abl e-nessage capability, unless otherw se

al lowed by state or federal |aw

(e) Add lighting to an unlighted sign or change the

existing lighting to enhance the visibility of the sign facing

or _extend the period the sign is visible, whether or not such

lighting is attached to the sign structure.

(6)(a) A nonconfornming sign is considered destroyed

and may not be maintained if the vertical supports are dannged

such that in order for the structure to be nmintained in the

sane _confiqguration as it existed before the danage, nobre than

50 percent of the wooden vertical supports nust be replaced or

have bracing added, or at | east 25 percent of the | ength above

ground of any damaged netal vertical supports nust be

repl aced.
(b) If it is deternined that damage was caused by

vandal i sm or other tortuous acts, the sign nmay be restored to

the sanme size and configuration using the same type of

materials that were in the sign i nmediately before the danage.
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(c) If a nonconfornmng sign is danaged by a natura

event that results in the declaration of a major or

catastrophic disaster by the Governor or the President of the

United States, and such damage does not exceed 75 percent of

the vertical supports of a wooden structure or 50 percent of

the vertical supports of a metal structure, the sign nay be

restored to the sane size and configuration using the sane

type of materials that were in the sign i mediately before the

danmnge.

(7)(a) A nonconfornming sign is considered abandoned

and may not be maintained if for 12 consecutive nonths or

longer it does not display advertising copy on the sign

facing. An abandoned sign includes one that:

1. Displays only an "available for |ease" or simlar

message;
2. Displays advertising for a product, service, or

facility that is no | onger available; or

3. |Is blank or does not identify a particular product,

service, or facility.

(b) A sign is not considered abandoned if a third

party interferes with the permittee's upkeep or repair

activities.

(c) Notwithstandi ng paragraph (a), a sign that

di splays a public service or noncommerci al nessage that

pronotes progranms, activities, or services of any governnment

agency or nonprofit organization is not considered abandoned.

(7)(a) A nonconforning sign is considered di scontinued

and may not be maintained if nore than 50 percent of the

vertical supports are detached fromthe structure and the

ground or another supporting surface and have not been

repl aced.
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(b) However, a sign is not discontinued if the

vertical supports have been renpved and are being replaced in

connection with upkeep or repair of the sign

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provi des for nonconform ng signs to be maintai ned under
certain conditions. Establishes requirenments for such
signs to be renoved, including destruction, abandonment,
or discontinuance. (See bill for details.)
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