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Fl ori da Senate - 2007 CS for SB 2862

By the Committee on Hi gher Education; and Senator Constantine

589- 2569- 07
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to tuition rates at state
col |l eges and universities; creating s.
1009. 286, F.S.; providing legislative intent;
requiring students to pay 50 percent nore than
the actual cost per credit hour for credit
hours in excess of a specified nunmber for
comunity college credits and for overal
credits applied to a baccal aureate degree;
excluding certain credit hours fromthe
cal culation of hours required to conplete a
degree; providing for notification of students
by the postsecondary institution; requiring the
O fice of Program Policy Analysis and
Government Accountability to provide a report
to the Governor and Legislature; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 1009.286, Florida Statutes, is

created to read

1009. 286 Addi tional paynent for credit hours exceeding

graduation requirenents. --

(1) 1t is the intent of the lLeqgislature to encourage

each undergraduate student in postsecondary education to

conpl ete the student's respective degree programin the nobst

efficient way possible and, at the sanme tinme, provide access

to additional college coursework. The Legislature therefore

intends to enact a policy requiring a student to pay 50

percent nore than the in-state tuition rate for any credit
1
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hour that the student takes in excess of 120 percent of the

nunber of credit hours required to conplete the degree program

in which he or she is enrolled.

(2) Beginning with the fall 2007 senester

(a) Each community coll ege board of trustees nmay

require a student who is enrolled for the first tinme in the

community college to pay 50 percent npore than the in-state

tuition rate for credit hours that the student takes in excess

of 120 percent of the credit hours required to conplete an

associ ate degree, except that a community coll ege student who

has earned an associ ate dedree may not be required to pay the

full cost for a maximum of 24 hours credit hours taken while

enrolled at a conmmunity college which apply to his or her

baccal aur eat e degree.

(b) An undergraduate student who is enrolled for the

first tine in a university that is part of the State

University System nust pay 50 percent nore than the in-state

tuition rate for credit hours that the student takes in excess

of 120 percent of the credit hours required to conplete the

degree programin which he or she is enrolled regardl ess of

whet her those hours were taken while enrolled at a community

college, a state university, or any private postsecondary

institution if the student received state funds while enrolled

at_the private postsecondary institution

(c) An undergraduate student who is enrolled for the

first tine in a baccalaureate degree programat a community

col |l ege nust pay 50 percent nore than the in-state tuition

rate for credit hours that the student takes in excess of 120

percent of the nunber of credit hours required to conplete the

degree programin which he or she is enrolled, regardl ess of

whet her those hours were taken while enrolled at a community
2
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college, a state university, or any private postsecondary

institution if the student received state funds while enrolled

at_the private postsecondary institution

(3) Credit hours earned under the follow ng

ci rcunstances are not counted as hours required to conplete a

degree for the purposes of this section

(a) College credits earned through an accel erated

nechanismidentified in s. 1007.27;

(b) Credit hours earned through internship prograns;

(c) Credit hours required for certification

recertification, or certificate degrees;

(d) Credit hours in courses fromwhich a student nust

wi t hdraw due to a nmedical or personal hardship;

(e) Credit hours taken by active-duty nilitary

per sonnel
(f) Credit hours required to achi eve a dual nmjor

undertaken while pursuing a degree;

(d) Credit hours in renedial courses and English as a

Second Language; or

(h) Credit hours earned in mlitary science courses

(4) Each postsecondary institution shall inplenent a

process for notifying students regardi ng the requirenents of

this section. The notice nust be provided at the tinme of the

student's initial enrollnent in the institution and again upon

the student's having earned the credit hours required to

conpl ete the degree programin which he or she is enrolled.

The notice nust include a recommendati on that each student who

intends to earn credit hours at the institution beyond those

required for his or her enrolled degree program neet with his

or _her academ c_advi sor.
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1 Section 2. The Ofice of Program Policy Analysis and
2| Governnment Accountability shall conduct a review of students
3| taking credit hours in excess of 120 percent of the nunber of
4| credit hours required to conplete degree programs in state

5| community colleges. The review shall deternine the nunber and
6| percentage of community college students who take credit hours
7| in _excess of 120 percent of graduation requirements and the

8| ampunt and percentage of credit hours that students take above
9| the 120 percent standard. The office shall provide three

10| annual reports, each of which shall conpare data fromthe |ast
11| 5 years beginning with the nost recent year for which data is
12| available in order to determ ne whether students have begun
13| taking fewer excess hours. The office shall report its

14| findings by January 31, 2008, January 31, 2009, and January
15| 31, 2010, to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and
16| the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

17 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007
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1 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

2 Senate Bill 2862

3

4| The conmittee substitute:

5| Allows, rather than requires, a community coll ege board of
trustees to i npose the sanme 120 percent excess credit hour

6| threshold that is inposed on students in state universities
and students enrolled in a baccal aureate degree program at a

7| conmunity coll ege

8| Provides that the 120 percent excess credit hour threshold
applies to students enrolled in a postsecondary institution

9| for the first time in the fall of 2007,

10| Requires the Ofice of Program Policy and Anal ysis and
Gover nment Accountability (OPPAGA) to conduct a three-year

11| review of students taking credit hours in excess of 120
percent of the nunber of credit hours required to conplete

12| degree prograns in state community coll eges; and

13| Requires OPPAGA to provide annual reports to the Governor and
the presiding officers of the Legislature based on the

14| findings fromthe review of excess credit hours at community
col | eges.
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