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Fl orida Senate - 2007 COW TTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 2978
Bar code 305520
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Comm WD
04/ 20/ 2007 03:39 PM

The Conmittee on Governmental Operations (King) recommended

the foll owi ng anendnent:

Senat e Amendment
On page 13, line 27, through

page 18, line 5, delete those lines

and insert: full-time, creditable service under—the—FHtoritda
Reti++rerent—System The health insurance costs payabl e pursuant
to this section include premuns for nmajor medical and
hospitalization insurance, but do not include prem uns for

dental or_vision insurance. Upon beconing eligible for

Medicare, a retiree's Sheriff's office health coverage w ||

beconme a secondary payer. Wen—afeti+ree—recerving—this—heatth
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(3)fe)y The benefits provided in this section are

avail able only to an enployee who retires after 15 years of

full-tinme service with the Lee County Sheriff's Ofice and who

has participated in the Florida Retirenent System (FRS) for a

nm ni mum of 15 years of creditable service. Aretiree may claim

up to 5 years of creditable service with another FRS empl oyer

provided that the last 10 years of enploynent nust have been

with the Lee County Sheriff's Ofice in a full-tine position.

All years of creditable service with another Florida

Retirenent System enpl oyer are subject to verification from

the Division of Retirenent of the Departnent of Mnagenent

Services. An enployee is considered retired fromthe Florida

Retirenent System at such tine as he or she neets the

definition of "retiree" as described in section 121.021(60) or

section 121.4501(2)(j), Florida Statutes. Fhe—tee—County
Wy oy I I : . ,
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(4A) by |If an enployee retires fromthe Lee County
Sheriff's OFfice after at |least 15 10 years of full-tine

creditabl e service wth—the—departtent, as provided in

subsection (3), but prior to receiving a retirenent benefit

fromthe Florida Retirenent System he or she may continue

receiving group health insurance benefits, individual or

fam ly, by paying the current premiumrate to the Lee County

Sheriff's Ofice until he or she receives a benefit fromthe

Florida Retirement System Upon witten notification and

docunentation to the Lee County Sheriff's Ofice that the

enployee is aretiree who is part of the Florida Retirenent

System the Sheriff's office will begin to pay a percentage of

the retiree's, and dependent's if qualified, health insurance

prenmi um costs. but—beforer+eachingreti+renrent—age—antd—has

(5) The percentage of a retiree's health insurance

preni uns_costs payable by the Lee County Sheriff's Ofice is

dependent on the followi ng schedule: at 15 years of full-tine,

creditable service, as outlined in subsection (3), the

Sheriff's office will pay 75 percent of the retiree's health

i nsurance prem um costs. For each additional year of
3
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full-tinme, creditable service beyond the 15-year nmark, the

Sheriff's office will pay an additional 5 percent of the

health insurance prem umcosts until the maxi num of 100

percent of the health insurance premiumis paid at 20 years of

service. Fractional years will be paid at the rate of .416

percent per month. In no case will the Sheriff's office pay in

excess of 100 percent of the retiree's health insurance

premn um
(B)fey- If an retiree is entitled to a an——enrpreyee—has

heal t h i nsurance penefit from eeverage—thtough a previ ous
enpl oyer, then the Lee County Sheriff's Ofice will be a the

secondary payor to that policy.

(Nfey If aretiree receives a an—enrptoyee—recerves—a

ret++ree health insurance subsidy fromthe state under section

112.363, Florida Statutes, then the Lee County Sheriff's

Ofice will shaH reduce the ambunt of any +t+—pays—ef—the
efptoeyee—s health insurance premumit pays on behalf of the

retiree premuns by an the anmount equal to the value of the

subsi dy.

(8)fH) For retired enployees having at least 15 years,

but | ess than 20 years of full-tine, creditable service as

defined in subsection (3), the Lee County Sheriff's Ofice

shal |l pay for a percentage of the health insurance eeverage of

the retiree. Retirees in this category may purchase heal th

i nsurance for their spouse or gualified dependents at the

prevailing Lee County Sheriff's Ofice group rate. For retired

enpl oyees having 20 years or nore of full-tine, creditable

service as defined in subsection (3), the Lee County Sheriff's

Ofice shall pay 100 percent of the retiree's health insurance

prem um and 50 percent of the retiree's spouse or qualified

dependent's health insurance prem um are—56—perecent—of—his—or
4
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HAsurance—of—hi-s—er—her—dependents. Upon a retiree's death,

his or her spouse may continue any the health insurance

coverage previously provided by the retiree and qualified

spouses are entitled to the reduced premiumrate. Al prem ums

nust be paid to the Lee County Sheriff's Ofice.
(9t Retirenent Fhis—+eti+ree health insurance
benefits are benref+t—+s only available to an enployee at the

time he or she when—he retires fromthe Lee County Sheriff's

O fice, has accunul ated the nini mum nunber of full-tine,

creditable service years as provided in subsection (3), and is

a participant in the Florida Retirenment System |f an the

enpl oyee chooses not dees—rnoet—eleet to receive retirenent
health #he insurance benefits at retirenment beref+t—upon

ret++ng, he or she does not have the option of receiving
these benefits the—benref+t at a |later date, except as provided

in subsection (4). Benefits nust be applied for within 60 days

of the last physical day of work. It is the responsibility of

the retiree to notify the Lee County Sheriff's Ofice if he or

she continued insurance benefits under subsection (4) and

| ater beconmes part of the Florida Retirenent System
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