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1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to adoption benefits; anmending

3 s. 110.152, F.S.; defining the term"qualifying

4 adoptive parent"; expanding the categories of

5 persons who are eligible to be qualifying

6 adoptive parents; providing that a qualifying

7 adoptive parent who adopts a speci al - needs

8 child is eligible to receive a specified

9 nonetary benefit that is paid to the adoptive

10 parent in equal nmonthly installnments over a

11 1-year period; anmending s. 110.15201, F.S.;

12 aut hori zing the Departnent of Managenent

13 Services to adopt rules to adm nister the

14 adopti on benefits program providing an

15 effective date.

16

17| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
18

19 Section 1. Section 110.152, Florida Statutes, is
20| anended to read:
21 110. 152 Adoption benefits for qualifying adoptive
22| parents state—enploeyees; parental |eave.--
23 (1) As used in this section, the term"qualifying
24| adoptive parent” nmeans a full-tinme or part-tinme enployee of:
25 (a) The state, including a full-time or part-tinme
26| enployee of the State University System
27 (b) Any community college in the state; or
28 (c) Any county school district in the state, including
29| teachers.
30 (2)8H-(a) Any gualifying adoptive parent fuH—t+we—ofr
31| part—tirme—enployee—ofthe state whoispatdfromregutar
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1| salary—appropriatiens—and who adopts a special -needs child, as
2| defined in paragraph (b), is eligible to receive a nonetary

3| benefit in the anpbunt of $10,000 per child, which is payable
4] in equal nonthly installnments over a 1-year period. Any

5| gualifying adoptive parent enpteyee—of—+thestate who adopts a
6| child whose permanent custody has been awarded to the

7| Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services or to a

8| Florida-licensed child-placing agency, other than a

9| special -needs child as defined in paragraph (b), shall be

10| eligible to receive a nonetary benefit in the amunt of $5,000
11| per child, which is payable in equal nmonthly installnments over
12| a 1l-year period. Benefits paid under this subsection to a

13| part-tine enployee nust be prorated based on the enpl oyee's

14| full-tinme-equivalency status at the tine of applying for the
15| benefits.

16 (b) For purposes of this section, a "special-needs

17| child" is a child whose permanent custody has been awarded to
18| the Departnment of Children and Family Services or to a

19| Florida-licensed child-placing agency and who is not likely to
20| be adopted because he or she is:

21 1. Eight years of age or ol der

22 2 A person with a devel opnental disability.

23 3 A person with a physical or enotional handi cap

24 4, O a mnority race or of a racially mxed heritage.
25 5 A nmenber of a sibling group of any age, provided
26| that two or nore nmenbers of a sibling group remain together

27| for the purposes of adoption.

28 (3)2r A qualifying adoptive parent Ar—enptoyee—of—the
29| state who adopts a special-needs child nust apply to his or

30| her agency head to obtain the nonetary benefit provided in

31| subsection(2) X Applications nmust be on forns approved by
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1| the departnent and nust include a certified copy of the fina

2| order of adoption naming the applicant as the adoptive parent.

3 (4) 3> Nething—in This section does not shatk affect

4| the right of any gualifying adoptive parent state—enptoeyee who

5| adopts a special-needs child to receive financial aid for

6| adoption expenses under ptrsuant—te s. 409. 166 or any ot her

7| statute that provides financial incentives for the adoption of

8| children.

9 (5) 4 Any gualifying adoptive parent enrpteyee—ef—the
10| state who has a child placed in the custody of the adopting
11| parent enpleyee for adoption, and who continues to reside in
12| the same household as the child placed for adoption, shall be
13| granted parental |eave for a period not to exceed 6 nonths as
14| provided in s. 110.221
15 Section 2. Section 110.15201, Florida Statutes, is
16| amended to read:

17 110. 15201 Adoption benefits for qualifying adoptive
18| parents state—enptoyees; rul emaking authority.--The Departnment
19| of Managenent Services may adopt rules to administer the

20| provisions of this act. The Sueh rules may provide for an
21| application process such as, but not limted to, an open

22| enrol |l ment period during which qualifying adoptive parents
23| erptoyees may apply for nonetary benefits as provided in s.
24| 110.152(2) s—336-3152(%)

25 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007
26

27

28

29

30

31
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SENATE SUMVARY
Defines the term "qualifying adoptive parent." Expands
the categories of persons who are eligible to be a
qual i fyi ng adoptive parent. Provides that a qualifying
adopti ve parent who adopts a special-needs child is
eligible to receive a specified nonetary benefit for a
specified period of tine. Authorizes the Departnment of
Managenment Services to adopt rules to admi nister the
adoption benefits program
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