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By the Comrittee on Children, Fam lies, and Elder Affairs; and
Senators W1 son and Lynn

586-2252- 07

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to adoption benefits; creating
3 s. 409.1663, F.S.; expanding a nonetary benefit
4 pai d to enpl oyees who adopt special needs

5 children and children in the custody of the

6 state to include enpl oyees of state

7 uni versities, comunity coll eges, and schoo

8 districts; clarifying that the availability of
9 the nonetary benefit is subject to an

10 appropriation; authorizing the Departnent of

11 Children and Fami|ly Services to administer the
12 program providing for rules; providing for

13 parental |eave; providing for application and
14 eligibility procedures; providing for the

15 transfer of funding fromthe departnent to

16 nonstate public entities; providing that

17 application for the nonetary benefit will begin
18 with the 2008 open enrol |l nent period and the

19 availability of the benefit will begin in the
20 2008- 2009 fiscal year; repealing ss. 110.152
21 110. 15201, 215.32(2)(c)5., and 373.6065, F.S.
22 relating to the present programthat provides a
23 nmonet ary benefit only to state agency enpl oyees
24 and enpl oyees of a water managenment district
25 and that is adm nistered by the Departnent of
26 Managenent Services; providing an effective
27 dat e.
28
29| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
30
31
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1 Section 1. Section 409.1663, Florida Statutes, is

2| created to read

3 409. 1663 Adoption benefits for qualifying adoptive

4| enployees of state agencies.--

5 (1) As used in this section, the term

6 (a) "Department" nmeans the Departnment of Children and
7| EFamily Services.

8 (b) "Licensed child-placing agency" has the sane

9| neaning as in s. 39.01

10 (c) "Qualifying adoptive enployee" neans a full-tine
11| or part-time enployee of a state agency who is paid from

12| reqular salary appropriations or who otherw se neets the

13| enployer's definition of a reqular rather than tenporary

14| enpl oyee and who adopts a child pursuant to this section. For
15| purposes of this section, the termincludes instructiona

16| personnel, as defined in s. 1012.01, enployed by the Florida
17| School for the Deaf and the Blind.

18 (d) "Special needs child" has the sane neaning as in
19| s. 409. 166.

20 (e) "State agency" means a branch, departnment, or

21| agency of state government for which the Chief Financia

22| Oficer processes payroll requisitions, a state university or
23| comunity college as defined in s. 1000.21, a school district
24| unit as defined in s. 1001.30, or a water managenent district
25| as defined in s. 373.019.

26 (2) A qualifying adoptive enployee who adopts a

27| special needs child shall be eligible to receive a |unp-sum
28| monetary benefit in the ampunt of $10,000 per child subject to
29| applicable taxes. Any qualifying adoptive enployee who adopts
30| a child whose permanent custody has been awarded to the

31| department or to a licensed child-placing agency, other than a
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1| special needs child, shall be eligible to receive a |unp-sum
2| monetary benefit in the ampunt of $5, 000 per child subject to
3| applicable taxes.

4 (a) Benefits paid to a part-tine enployee nust be

5| prorated based on the enployee's full-tine-equival ency status
6| at the tine of applying for the benefits.

7 (b) Monetary benefits are limted to one award per

8| child adopted regardless of the nunber of adoptive parents or
9| an enpl oyee's change of enpl oyer.

10 (c) The paynment of a |unp-sum nonetary benefit for

11| adopting a child under this section is subject to a specific
12| appropriation to the department for such purpose.

13 (3) A qualifying adoptive enployee nust apply to his
14| or her agency head to obtain the nonetary benefit provided in
15| subsection (2). Applications nmust be on fornms approved by the
16| departnment and nmust include a certified copy of the fina

17| order of adoption nanming the applicant as the adoptive parent.
18 (4) This section does not affect the right of any

19| qualifying adoptive enpl oyee who adopts a special needs child
20| to receive adoption assistance under s. 409.166 or any other
21| statute that provides financial incentives for the adoption of
22| children.

23 (5) Parental leave for qualifying adoptive enployees
24| nust be provided in accordance with the personnel policies and
25| procedures of the respective state agency enployer.

26 (6) The department shall adopt rules to adm nister

27| this section. The rules may provide for an application process
28| such as, but not linmted to, an open enrollnent period during
29| which qualifying adoptive parents may apply for nonetary

30| benefits under this section.
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(7) A nonetary benefit paid to a qualifying adoptive

enpl oyee enployed in a state agency for which the Chief

Financial Oficer processes payroll requisitions shall be

di sbursed by the Chief Financial O fice upon subnm ssion of a

payroll requisition by the departnent. The Chief Financia

Oficer shall transfer funds fromthe departnent to a state

university, community college, school district unit, or water

managenent district to enable paynent to the respective

qual i fying adoptive enployee through the respective payrol

systens _as |long as funds are avail able for such purpose.

(8) FEFach state agency shall develop a uniform

procedure for inform ng enployees about this benefit and for

assisting the departnent in nmaking eligibility detern nations

and processing applications. Any procedure adopted by a state

agency is valid and enforceable so long as it does not

conflict with the express terns of this section.

Section 2. Participation by enployees of a state

uni versity, community college, or school district unit as

provided in this act shall commence with the 2008 open

enrollment period for adoption benefits to be funded in the
2008-2009 fiscal year
Section 3. Sections 110.152, 110.15201
215.32(2)(c)5., and 373.6065, Florida Statutes, are repeal ed.
Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 362

The conmmittee substitute consolidates and transfers the

adm nistration of the state enpl oyee adoption programto the
Department of Children and Famlies fromthe Departnent of
Managenent Services, and changes the benefit that is paid to
the adoptive parent fromnmonthly installnments over a year to a
| unrp sum paynent. A
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