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1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to school attendance; anending

3 s. 1003.21, F.S.; revising the requirenment that

4 an exit interview be conducted before a student

5 term nates school enrollnment; requiring that a

6 counsel or present specified information to such

7 a student and assign to the student a foll owup

8 counsel or who shall provide educati ona

9 informati on until the student is 18 years of

10 age; providing an effective date

11

12| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

13

14 Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
15| 1003.21, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

16 1003. 21 School attendance. --

17 (1)

18 (c)l. A student who attains the age of 16 years during
19| the school year is not subject to conpul sory school attendance
20| beyond the date upon which he or she attains that age if the
21| student files a formal declaration of intent to terminate
22| school enrollnment with the district school board. Public
23| school students who have attained the age of 16 years and who
24| have not graduated are subject to compul sory school attendance
25| until the formal declaration of intent is filed with the
26| district school board. The declaration nust acknow edge that
27| term nating school enrollnment is likely to reduce the
28| student's earning potential and nust be signed by the student
29| and the student's parent. The school district nmust notify the
30| student's parent of receipt of the student's declaration of
31| intent to termi nate school enroll nment.
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2. Bedinning in the 2007-2008 school year, a student

who withdraws froma public school for reasons other than

graduating or transferring to another school wi thin or outside

the state nust have an exit interview with a counsel or who

presents the student with informati on concerning:

a. The value of a high school education, both

financial and cul tural;

b. The alternative assessnents, such as the SAT and

the ACT, the scores of which could help the student obtain a

hi gh _school diplonmn; and

c. The postsecondary options that are avail abl e,

including workforce training and enrolling in a conmmunity

college or a university, and the prerequisites for each, with

or_wi thout a high school diplona. The exit interview nust

include a detailed discussion of the relative advantages and

di sadvant ages of each alternative.

3. During the exit interview,  the counsel or nust also

determ ne the student's plans, and the school nust assign to

the student a counsel or who shall serve as a resource for

educational information until the student attains the age of

18 years. Fhe—student—sguidance—counselor—or—other—school
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erroHrent—and—acti-ons—taken—by—sehoolstokeep—students
erreHed—
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becomng a

| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Revi ses the requirenent that an exit interview be
conducted before a student term nates school enroll nent.
Requires that a counsel or present specified informtion
to such a student and assign to the student a followp
counsel or who shall provide educational information unti
the student is 18 years of age.
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