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Fl orida Senate - 2007 COW TTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 424
Bar code 755800
CHAMBER ACTI ON

Senat e House

Comm FAV
03/ 21/ 2007 06: 23 PM

The Conmittee on Health Regul ati on (Peaden) reconmended the

foll owi ng anendnent:

Senat e Amendment
On page 9, line 24 through page 13, line 15, delete

t hose

and insert:
(c) "Rural health network" or "network" means a

nonprofit |egal entity whose nenbers consist —eenststing of

rural and urban health care providers and others, and which

that is established ergantzed to plan, devel op, organize, and

deliver health care services on a cooperative basis in a rura

ar ea—exeept—for—sore—sSecondary—and—tertiary—care—Servees
(3) NETWORK MEMBERSHI P. - -

(a) Because each rural area is unique, with a
di fferent health care provider mx, health care provider
nmenbership may vary, but all networks shall include nenbers

that provide health pronotion and di sease-prevention services,

public health services, conprehensive primary care, energency

nmedi cal care, and acute inpatient care.
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(b) Each county health departnent shall be a nenber of

the rural health network whose service area includes the

county in which the county health departnent is | ocated.

Federally qualified health centers and energency nedica

services providers are encouraged to becone nenbers of the

rural health networks in the areas in which their patients

reside or receive services.

()4 Network nenbership shall be available to al

health care providers in the network service area if;—provided
that they render—care—to—aH——patients—referredto—themirom

ant—rsk—ranagerent—reguirenrentss- abi de by the terns and
conditions of network provider agreements and network
devel opnent plans ifAparagraph—{(th(e)—andprovide—services

. I . .
t+Hre—retwork

(4) 65 NETWORK SERVI CE AREAS. - - Network service areas

are e not required need to conformto local politica
boundaries or state administrative district boundaries. The
geographi c area of one rural health network, however, nmay not
overlap the territory of any other rural health network.

(5) 6 NETWORK FUNCTIONS. --To the extent that

resources permt, networks WNetwerks shall

(a) Seek to develop linkages with proevistens—+for
referral—to tertiary inpatient care, specialty physician care,

and to other services that are not available in rural service
ar eas.

(b) A Netwerks—shatt Make neke available health
pronotion, di sease prevention, and primary care services, in
order to inprove the health status of rural residents and to
contain health care costs.
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() 9y Encourage nenbers through training and

educational programs to adopt standards of care, and pronpte

t he evi dence-based practice of nedicine. Networks shal

pronote the adoption of standards of care and estabtsh
standard—protocots—ecoordinate—and—sharepatient—+ecordss—and
devetop patient information exchange systens in order to

i nprove quality and access to services.

(d) Assist nenbers to develop initiatives that inprove

the quality of health care services and delivery, and obtain

training to carry out such initiatives.

(e) Assist nenbers with the inplenentation of di sease

managenent systens _and identify available resources for

trai ni ng network nmenbers and other health care providers in

t he use of such systens.

(f) Pronpte outreach to areas that have a high need

for services.

(g) Seek to develop community care alternatives for

el ders who woul d otherwi se be placed in nursing hones.

(h) Enphasize community care alternatives for persons

with nental health and substance abuse disorders who are at

risk of being admtted to an institution.

(i) In concert with network health care providers and

community |l eaders, the network will develop a | ong-range

devel opnent _plan for an integrated systemof care that is

responsive to the unique needs for services in |local health

care markets, and inplenment this plan as resources permt. The
3
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initial |ong-range devel opnment plan nust be submtted to the

Ofice of Rural Health for review and comment no | ater than

July 1, 2008, and thereafter the plan nust be updated and

submtted to the Ofice of Rural Health every 3 years.
H0y—Networks—shaHH—develop—risk—ranagerent—and
. : . _
(6) £+ NETWORK GOVERNANCE AND ORGANI ZATI ON. - -

(a) Networks shall be incorporated as not-for-profit

corporations under chapter 617, with articles of incorporation

that set forth purposes consistent with this section under—the

Faws—ef—the—state.
(b) Each network Networks shall have an i ndependent

board of directors that derives nenbership fromloca
government, health care providers, businesses, consumers,

advocacy groups, and others. Boards of other community health

care entities may not serve in whole as the board of a rura

heal th network; however, sone overlap of board nmenbership with

other community organi zations i s encouraged. Network staff

nmust provide an annual orientation and strategic planning

activity for board nenbers.

(c) Network boards of directors shall have the
responsibility of determ ning the content of health care
provi der agreenents that |ink network nmenbers. The written

agreements between the network and its health care provider

nenbers nmust specify participation in the essential functions

of the network and support network devel opnent plan goals and
obj ectives. shaH—speetrfy-
+—Who—provides—what—serviees—
2—TFhe—extent—to—whieh—the—heath—eare—provider
provides—eare—to—persons—whotack—heatth—insurance—or—are
etherw-se—unable—to—pay—for—care—
2: 05 PM 03/ 20/ 07 s0424. hr 02. 02a

&




© 00 N O O b~ W N P

W W N N N D N N NN DN DN P P PP, PP PR
b O © 0o N o o A~ W N PP O ©W 0 N o o~ WwWN B+ o

Fl ori da Senate - 2007 COW TTEE AMENDVENT
Bill No. SB 424

Bar code 755800
petweenr—providers—
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