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Fl ori da Senate - 2007 CS for SB 434

By the Comrittee on Children, Fam |lies, and Elder Affairs; and
Senat or Jones

586-2160- 07
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to caregivers for adults;
authorizing the Departnent of Elderly Affairs
to create a pilot programin certain counties
to train econonically di sadvantaged workers who
are a specified age or older to act as
conpani ons and provide certain services to
frail and vul nerable adults in the conmunity;
speci fyi ng additional purposes of the pilot
program requiring an evaluation and report to
the Legislature; providing an appropriation

provi ding an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. (1) Bedginning in the 2007-2008 fiscal year

and for a period of no |longer than 3 years, the Departnent of

Elderly Affairs may establish a pilot programin Pasco County,

Pinellas County, or both to train econonically disadvantaged

workers who are 55 years of age or older to act as conpani ons

and provi de personal assistance to frail and vul nerable adults

in the comunity. The purposes of the pilot program are to:

(a) Foster the devel opnent of training and enpl oynent

opportunities for econom cally di sadvantaged workers who are

55 yvears of age or ol der

(b) Encourage the use of economically di sadvant aged

workers who are 55 years of age or older in providing

communi ty-based care for frail and vulnerable adults who |ive

in the conmmunity:;
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(c) Assist in neeting the growi ng denmand for in-honme

conpani on care services and personal care services and

preventing costly and prenature institutional placenents; and

(d) Act as a direct referral service for the

Departnent of Elderly Affairs.

(2) By January 1, 2010, if the pilot programis

established, the Departnent of Elderly Affairs shall submt a

report to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the

House of Representatives which includes the status of the

inmplenentation of the program the nunber of economically

di sadvant aged workers who have been trained to provide

communi ty-based care for frail and vul nerable ol der adults who

live in the community, the nunber of frail and vul nerable

ol der adults who have received such services, and

recommendations for further leqgislation, including a

recommendati on regardi ng extendi ng the pil ot program

t hroughout the state.

Section 2. The sum of $100,000 is appropriated from

the General Revenue Fund to the Departnent of Elderly Affairs

for the purpose of supporting the pilot program created by

this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COWM TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 434

The Comnmittee Substitute makes the followi ng provisions:

- Adds Pasco County and/or Pinellas County as the service
area for the pilot Program

- Del etes the provision allowi ng the Departnment of Elder
Affairs to use federal funds to support the pil ot
program

- Provi des an Appropriation in the amount of $100, 000 from
the General Revenue Fund to DOEA to support the pil ot
program
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