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1
2 An act relating to | egal holidays and specia
3 observances; creating s. 683.26, F.S.
4 desi gnating February 6 as "Ronal d Reagan Day"
5 aut horizing the Governor to issue proclanmations
6 commenorating the occasion; creating s. 683. 33,
7 F.S.; designating January 6 as "Three Kings
8 Day" and authorizing | ocal governments to issue
9 procl amati ons comenorating the occasion;
10 provi ding an effective date.
11
12 WHEREAS, President Ronald W1 son Reagan, a nman of
13| humbl e background, worked throughout his life serving freedom
14| and advanci ng the public good, having distinguished hinself
15| during his professional |ife as an entertainer, union |eader
16| and corporate spokesman before being el ected Governor of
17| California and then President of the United States of Anerica,
18| and
19 WHEREAS, Ronal d Reagan served with honor and
20| distinction for two terns as the 40th President of the United
21| States of America, earning the distinction of being elected to
22| his second termof office by three-fifths of the electorate
23| and by 49 of the 50 states in the union, a record unsurpassed
24| in the history of American presidential elections, and
25 WHEREAS, in 1981, when Ronal d Reagan was i naugurated as
26| President, he inherited a disillusioned nation that was
27| shackl ed by ranpant inflation and hi gh unenpl oynent, and
28 WHEREAS, despite the difficult circunstances he
29| inherited, Ronald Reagan's approach to | eading the nation was
30| to exenplify an unwavering faith in Anmerican ideals, npst
31| nmenorably by invoking his |ong-held vision of Anerica as "a
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1| shining city on a hill," destined to realize an ever brighter
2| future, and
3 WHEREAS, during his presidency, Ronald Reagan worked in
4| a bipartisan manner to enact his bold agenda of restoring
5| accountability and conmon sense to the Federal CGovernmnent,
6| which Ied to an unprecedented econoni ¢ expansi on and
7| opportunity for mllions of Anericans, and
8 WHEREAS, President Reagan's comitnment to an active
9| social policy agenda for the nation's children helped to | ower

10| crinme and reduce drug use in our neighborhoods, and

11 WHEREAS, President Reagan's comitnment to our arned
12| forces contributed to the restoration of pride in Anerica and
13| its values and those cherished by the free world and prepared
14| the nation's arned forces to nmeet the chall enges of the 21st
15| century, and

16 WHEREAS, President Reagan's vision of "peace through
17| strength" led to the end of the Cold War and the ultimte

18| demi se of the Soviet Union, thus guaranteeing basic human

19| rights for mllions of people, and

20 WHEREAS, February 6, 2007, was the 96th anniversary of
21| Ronald Reagan's birth, and June 5, 2007, will mark the third
22| anniversary of his passing, which generated an outpouring of
23| love and respect unprecedented in a generation, and

24 WHEREAS, the Hispanic history of this state began in
25| 1513 when Ponce de Leon arrived in the land he called La

26| Pascua Florida, and

27 WHEREAS, this Hi spanic history of the state was

28| strengthened when, in 1565, Pedro Menendez de Aviles founded
29| San Augustin, or St. Augustine, the first pernmanent European
30| settlenment in what is now the United States, and
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WHEREAS, Fl orida was a Spani sh col ony for al nbst 300
years, except for a 20-year period between 1763 and 1783,
until the Adans-Onis Treaty ceded Florida to the United States
in 1821, and

WHEREAS, Hi spani ¢ peopl e have remained in Florida since
it was a Spanish col ony, and

WHEREAS, Hi spanic food, traditions, and culture have
contributed greatly to the state in the past, and

WHEREAS, the Hispanic popul ation of Florida has grown
substantially in recent history by immigration and, as a
result, the Hispanic popul ation continues to influence the
food, traditions, and culture of Florida, and

WHEREAS, EI Dia de | os Reyes Magos, or "Three Kings
Day," is a day that has not only religious nmeaning for many
Hi spanics but is also a day that has deep cultural roots that
encourage extended famlies and friends to visit each other
and enjoy each other's conpany, to celebrate, and to exchange

gifts, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 683.26, Florida Statutes, is

created to read

683. 26 Ronal d Reagan Day. - -

(1) February 6 of each year is designated as "Ronald

Reagan Day.

(2) The Governor mmy issue annually a proclamation

designating February 6 as "Ronald Reagan Day." Public

officials, schools, private organizations, and all citizens

are encouraged to honor the | egacy of opportunity and optinism
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1| left by America's 40th President by comenorating Ronald
2| Reagan Day on February 6 of each year
3 Section 2. Section 683.33, Florida Statutes, is
4| created to read
5 683.33 Three Kings Day.--
6 (1) January 6 of each year is designated as "Three
7| Kings Day."
8 (2) Local governments may annually issue a
9| proclamati on comenorating January 6 as "Three Kings Day" and
10| recognize that many residents of the state celebrate the
11| occasion as a time to be with their famly and friends, attend
12| services, exchange gifts, and celebrate their cultura
13| heritage.
14 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007
15
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