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By Senator Fasano

11- 393A- 07

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to an electronic nonitoring

3 program for tracking | ost persons; providing

4 | egislative intent to encourage counties to

5 i mpl ement county |ifesaver projects; describing

6 t he conponents of such a project; designating

7 t he Departnent of Law Enforcenent as the

8 admi ni strative agency; providing procedures for

9 starting the programin a county; providing for

10 applying for state grant funds and requiring

11 | ocal matching funds; providing for

12 prioritizing and prorating grants; requiring

13 the county sheriff's office or other |ead

14 agency to use the funds for specified purchases

15 and training; requiring the solicitation of

16 private nmoneys and the achi evenent of financia

17 i ndependence for the programwi thin a specified

18 time; providing an effective date

19
20 VWHEREAS, nore than 5 nmillion United States residents
21| have Al zheimer's disease and nore than 50 percent of those
22| individuals wander and becone | ost, and
23 WHEREAS, autismis the fastest-growi ng serious
24| devel opnental disability in the United States, and nany
25| autistic individuals wander and are attracted to water,
26| causing drowning to be the |eading cause of death for children
27| who have autism and
28 WHEREAS, Project Lifesaver is a search-and-rescue
29| programthat can quickly find wandering individuals who have
30| Al zheinmer's di sease, autism Down's syndrome, or other nenta
31| inpairnments, and
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1 WHEREAS, Project Lifesaver was established in Virginia
2| in 1999 and has been inplenented by | aw enforcenment agencies
3| and public safety agencies across the country, and

4 WHEREAS, agenci es that sponsor local |ifesaver projects
5| have stated that the program materially reduces the tine

6| required to find | ost persons, often to | ess than one-half

7| hour after the person is reported m ssing, w thin which period
8| there is a 100-percent recovery rate, and

9 WHEREAS, 13 Florida counties and 5 police departnents
10| have inplenmented a version of Project Lifesaver, and Pasco

11| County residents have taken the |ead in extending the program
12| statew de, NOW THEREFORE

13

14| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

15

16 Section 1. Project Lifesaver; legislative intent;

17| adnministration; grants to counties; programrequirenents.--
18 (1) The Legislature encourages each county in this

19| state to inplenent a county lifesaver project that is nodel ed
20| after Project Lifesaver, a search-and-rescue program desi gned
21| to quickly find a lost or wandering person who is nmentally

22| inpaired due to Alzheinmer's disease, autism Down's syndrone,
23| or other causes. The programuses small transnmitters, which
24| are usually worn on a participant's wist, to electronically
25| track |ost or wandering participants. A |aw enforcenent

26| agency, usually the sheriff's office, is equipped with

27| receivers that track the transmitters.

28 (2) The Department of Law Enforcenment shall serve as
29| the liaison to county lifesaver projects and shall adm nister
30| the state grant noneys awarded for the purpose of starting the
31| projects. The maxi mum ampunt that a county may receive for
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startup is $10,000, and the anmpunt awarded nust be matched

50-50 by county funds, such as funds obtained fromthe

forfeited property of drug dealers.

(3) To initiate Project Lifesaver in a county, the

sheriff's office nmust approve the inplenmentation. |f the

county approves initiating the project in the 2007-2008 fisca

year, the sheriff's office nust, by October 1, 2008, submit to

the departnent an application that includes:

(a) An estimate of the nunmber of people who m ght

qualify for assistance

(b) An estimate of the startup cost:

(c) A statenent of the nunber of personnel avail able

for tracking lost individuals; and

(d) The source or _sources and the anpunt of |oca

funds available for matching state grant noneys.

(4) The department nust prioritize the grant awards in

accordance with the respective counties' needs for tracking

services and the availability of local funding sources, as

documented in the applications. Awards to qualifying counties

nmust _be prorated in accordance with the availability of state

funds.

(5) Wth the initial grant noney and | ocal matching

funds, the county sheriff's office shall purchase energency

response kits, which include equi pnment necessary to track and

triangul ate searches, as well as transmitters, and shal

provide 3 days' training for up to 17 deputies. Through its

communi ty resource officer, the sheriff's office shall solicit

moneys fromprivate sources so as to assure that within 3

years the programwill be self-supporting and will not require

state funding.
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1 Section 2. The sum of $670,000 is appropriated from

2| the General Revenue Fund to the Departnent of Law Enf orcenent

3| for the purpose of awarding grants to counties that qualify

4| under this act to start county lifesaver projects during the

5| 2007-2008 fiscal year

6 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007

7
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9 SENATE SUMVARY

10 Provi des | egislative intent to encourage counties to
i npl ement county |ifesaver projects, which are electronic

11 noni t ori ng Brograns for tracking | ost persons who have a
mental disability such as Al zhelinmer's di sease, autism or

12 Down's syndrone. Designates the Departnent of Law
Enforcenent as the admi nistrative agency. Provides

13 procedures for starting the programin a county. Provides
procedures for applﬁing for state grant funds and

14 requires local nmatching funds. Provides for prioritizing
and prorating grants. Requires the | ead agency, which

15 will usually be the county sheriff's office, to use the
funds for specified purchases and trainin%. Requi res the

16 solicitation of private noneys and the achi evenent of

17 financi al i ndependence for the programw thin 3 years.
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