Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SB 526
By Senator Margolis

35-516-07

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to a nental health advisory

3 task force; creating the Criminal Justice Task

4 Force within the Substance Abuse and Menta

5 Heal th Corporation to identify barriers to

6 provi di ng conprehensive nmental health and

7 subst ance abuse treatment services to children

8 youth, and adults who are in the crimna

9 justice system providing for nenbership and

10 duties; providing for nenbers of the task force

11 to be rei mbursed for per diemand trave

12 expenses; requiring the task force to prepare a

13 report by a specified date; specifying a date

14 for the abolishment of the task force;

15 provi ding an effective date.

16

17| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

18

19 Section 1. (1) Contingent upon appropriations, the
20| Crim nal Justice Task Force is created within the Substance
21| Abuse and Mental Health Corporation for the purpose of
22| identifying barriers to providing conprehensive nental health
23| and substance abuse treatnent services to children, youth, and
24| adults who are in the criminal justice system and making
25| recommendations to inprove nental health and substance abuse
26| treatnent services.
27 (2) The task force shall be conprised of the follow ng
28| 16 nenbers:
29 (a) The chairperson of the corporation
30 (b) The Secretary of Children and Family Services.
31 (c) The Secretary of Corrections.
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(d) The Secretary of Juvenile Justice.

(e) The Secretary of Health Care Adnministration.

(f) The Conmi ssioner of Education.

(d) A nmenber of the Senate, appointed by the President

of the Senate.

(h) A nmenber of the House of Representatives,

appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(i) The Executive Director of the Correctional Mdica

Aut hority.
(j) Acircuit judge, appointed by the Chief Justice of

the Suprene Court.

(k) A superintendent of a school district, appointed

by the Comm ssioner of Education.

(1) A sheriff, selected by the Florida Sheriffs

Associ ation.

(m_ A representative of providers of substance abuse

treatnent services, appointed by the Secretary of Children and

Fami |y Services.

(n) A representative of providers of mental health

services, appointed by the Secretary of Children and Fam |y

Servi ces.

(0) A representative of providers of juvenile justice

services, providers appointed by the Secretary of Juvenile

Justi ce.

(p) A specialist in the field of forensic nenta

heal th, appointed by the Secretary of Children and Famly

Servi ces.

(3)(a) Menbers of the task force shall be

representative of the geographic reqgions and ethnic and gender

diversity of the state. The nenbers of the task force shal

select a chairperson by mpjority vote
2
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(b) The task force shall nmeet at the call of the

chai rperson _and shall conduct at | east three public neetings

in geographically and denpgraphically diverse areas of the

state. The first neeting of the task force shall be conducted

no later than October 1, 2007.

(c) Al recommendations of the task force shall be by

a mpjority vote

(d)  Menbers of the task force shall serve without

conpensation, but are entitled to receive reinbursenent for

per diem and travel expenses in accordance with s. 112.061

Florida Statutes, while in the performance of their duties.

(e) The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Corporation

shall provide adm nistrative support for the task force. Each

state agency nenber of the task force shall designate a nenber

of its staff to assist, under the direction of the

corporation, in coordinating adm nistrative support for the

task force

(4) The task force shall

(a) Deternmine the feasibility of including within the

Social _Services Estimating Conference the devel opnent of

official forecasts of adnmi ssions to civil and forensic nenta

health treatnent facilities and juvenile justice treatnent

facilities and deternine the capacity requirenents for

pur poses of state planning and budgeting.

(b) Assess the nedication fornmularies used in county

detention facilities and deternine the extent to which the

current nedications contribute to adult and juvenile

def endants being readmtted to state nental health and

juvenile justice treatnent facilities.

(c) WMke an inventory of and assess the availability

of community-based diversion prograns and treatnent beds that
3
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are designed to keep persons who have nental illness and who

are honeless out of the crimnal justice and juvenile justice

system
(d) Identify innovative |ocal conmmunity partnerships

and funding strategies in the state which successfully divert

persons who have nmental illness fromthe crimnal justice and

juvenile justice systens.

(e) Mke advisory recommendati ons of strategies and

prograns to inprove the community response to children, youth,

and adults who have nental illness and who are in the crinina

and juvenile justice system

(5) The task force shall submt a report of its

findi ngs and recommendations to the Governor, the President of

the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by

Cctober 1, 2008. All neetings of the task force and al

busi ness of the task force for which reinbursenent nay be

request ed nust be concluded before the report is filed. The

task force is abolished on June 30, 2009.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becomng a

| aw.

R I R R R O S S R

SENATE SUMVARY

Creates the Criminal Justice Task Force within the

Subst ance Abuse and Mental Health Corporation to identify
barriers to providing conprehensive nental health and
subst ance abuse services to children, youth, and adults
who are in the crimnal justice system Provides for
menbership and duties of the task force. Requires the
task force to ﬁrepare a report by Cctober 1, 2008.
ggggides for the task force to be abolished on June 30,

4

CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




