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By Senator Bennett

21-451-07

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to notor vehicles; creating the
3 "Hi ghway Safety Act"; providing |egislative

4 intent relating to road rage and aggressive

5 carel ess driving; amending s. 316.003, F.S.

6 defining the term"road rage"; anending s.

7 316.083, F.S.; requiring an operator of a notor
8 vehicle to yield the | eft |ane when being

9 overtaken on a nultil ane highway; providing

10 exceptions; anmending s. 316.1923, F.S.

11 revising the nunber of specified acts necessary
12 to qualify as an aggressive carel ess driver;

13 provi di ng specified punishnments for aggressive
14 carel ess driving; amending s. 318.19, F.S.

15 provi ding that a second or subsequent

16 infraction as an aggressive carel ess driver

17 requi res attendance at a mandatory hearing;

18 provi ding for the disposition of the increased
19 penal ties; requiring the Department of Hi ghway
20 Safety and Motor Vehicles to provide an
21 educati onal awar eness canpai gn; reenacting s.
22 316.650(1)(a), F.S., relating to traffic
23 citations, to incorporate the amendrments nmade
24 to s. 316.1923, F.S., in a reference thereto
25 provi ding an effective date.
26
27| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
28
29 Section 1. This act may be cited as the "Hi ghway
30| Safety Act."
31
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Section 2. The lLegislature finds that road rage and

aggressive careless driving are a growing threat to the

health, safety, and welfare of the public. The intent of the

Legislature is to reduce road rage and aggressive carel ess

driving, reduce the incidence of drivers' interfering with the

movenent of traffic, mnimze crashes, and pronmpote the

orderly, free flow of traffic on the roads and hi ghways of the

state.

Section 3. Subsection (86) is added to section
316.003, Florida Statutes, to read:

316.003 Definitions.--The followi ng words and phrases,
when used in this chapter, shall have the neanings
respectively ascribed to themin this section, except where
the context otherw se requires:

(86) ROAD RAGE.--The act of a driver or passenger _to

intentionally injure or kill another driver, passenger, or

pedestrian, or to attenpt or threaten to injure or Kil

anot her driver, passenger, or pedestrian

Section 4. Present subsection (3) of section 316.083,
Florida Statutes, is redesignated as subsection (4), and a new
subsection (3) is added to that section, to read:

316.083 Overtaking and passing a vehicle.--The
following rules shall govern the overtaki ng and passi ng of
vehicles proceeding in the sane direction, subject to those
limtations, exceptions, and special rules hereinafter stated:

(3) On roads, streets, or highways having two or nore

| anes that allow novenent in the sane direction, a driver may

not continue to operate a notor vehicle in the furthernost

left-hand lane if the driver knows, or reasonably should know,

that he or she is being overtaken in that |ane fromthe rear

by a notor vehicle traveling at a higher rate of speed. This
2
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1| subsection does not apply to the driver of a notor vehicle if
2| he or she is in the process of overtaking a slower notor

3| vehicle in an adjacent right-hand lane or if he or she is

4| preparing to make a left turn.

5 Section 5. Section 316.1923, Florida Statutes, is

6| amended to read:

7 316. 1923 Aggressive careless driving.--

8 (1) "Aggressive careless driving" neans comm tting

9| three twe or nore of the followi ng acts sinultaneously or in

10| succession:

11 (a) € Exceeding the posted speed as defined in s.

12| 322.27(3)(d)5.b.

13 (b)€2> Unsafely or inproperly changing | anes as

14| defined in s. 316.085.

15 (c)€63> Followi ng another vehicle too closely as

16| defined in s. 316.0895(1).

17 ()4 Failing to yield the right-of-way as defined in
18| s. 316.079, s. 316.0815, or s. 316.123.

19 (e)t5F |Inproperly passing or failing to vield to

20| overtaking vehicles as defined in s. 316.083, s. 316.084, or

21| s. 316.085.

22 (f)€66> Violating traffic control and signal devices as
23| defined in ss. 316.074 and 316.075.

24 (2) Any person convicted of aggressive carel ess

25| driving shall be cited for a noving violation and puni shed as
26| provided in chapter 318, and by the accunulation of points as
27| provided in s. 322.27, for each act of aggressive careless

28| driving.

29 (3) In addition to any fine or points adm nistered

30| under subsection (2), a person convicted of aggressive

31| careless driving shall also pay:
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1 (a) Upon a first violation, a fine of $100.

2 (b) Upon a second or subsequent conviction, a fine of
3| not less than $250 but not nore than $500 and be subject to a
4| mandatory hearing under s. 318.19.

5 (4) Moneys received fromthe increased fine inposed by
6| subsection (3) shall be remitted to the Department of Revenue
7| and deposited into the Departnment of Health Adnministrative

8| Trust Fund to provide financial support to certified traum

9| centers to assure the availability and accessibility of traum
10| services throughout the state. Funds deposited into the

11| Administrative Trust Fund under this section shall be

12| allocated as foll ows:

13 (a) Fifty percent shall be allocated equally anong al
14| Level |, Level |1, and pediatric trauma centers in recognition
15| of readiness costs for mmintaining trauma services.

16 (b) Fifty percent shall be allocated anong Level |

17| Level 11, and pediatric trauma centers based on each center's
18| relative volune of traumm cases as reported in the Departnent
19| of Health Trauma Registry.

20 Section 6. Section 318.19, Florida Statutes, is

21| anended to read

22 318.19 Infractions requiring a mandatory hearing. --Any
23| person cited for the infractions listed in this section shal
24| not have the provisions of s. 318.14(2), (4), and (9)

25| available to himor her but nmust appear before the designated
26| official at the tine and location of the schedul ed hearing:
27 (1) Any infraction which results in a crash that

28| causes the death of another

29 (2) Any infraction which results in a crash that

30| causes "serious bodily injury" of another as defined in s.

31| 316.1933(1);
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1 (3) Any infraction of s. 316.172(1)(b);

2 (4) Any infraction of s. 316.520(1) or (2); er

3 (5) Any infraction of s. 316.183(2), s. 316.187, or s.
4| 316.189 of exceeding the speed limt by 30 mp.h. or nore,_ or-
5 (6) A second or subsequent infraction of s.

6| 316.1923(1).

7 Section 7. The Department of Hi ghway Safety and Mtor
8| Vehicles shall provide an educational awareness canpai gn

9| infornming the notoring public about the Hi ghway Safety Act.

10| The departnent shall provide informati on about the act in al
11| newWy printed driver's license educational materials after

12| October 1, 2007, and in public service announcenents produced
13| in cooperation with the Florida H ghway Patrol

14 Section 8. For the purpose of incorporating the

15| anmendnents nade by this act to section 316.1923, Florida

16| Statutes, in a reference thereto, paragraph (a) of subsection
17| (1) of section 316.650, Florida Statutes, is reenacted to

18| read:

19 316.650 Traffic citations.--
20 (1)(a) The departnent shall prepare, and supply to
21| every traffic enforcenment agency in this state, an appropriate
22| formtraffic citation containing a notice to appear (which
23| shall be issued in prenunbered books with citations in
24| quintuplicate) and neeting the requirenments of this chapter or
25| any laws of this state regulating traffic, which formshall be
26| consistent with the state traffic court rules and the
27| procedures established by the departnment. The form shal
28| include a box which is to be checked by the | aw enforcenent
29| officer when the officer believes that the traffic violation
30| or crash was due to aggressive careless driving as defined in
31| s. 316.1923. The formshall also include a box which is to be
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1| checked by the | aw enforcement officer when the officer wites

2| auniformtraffic citation for a violation of s. 316.074(1) or

3| s. 316.075(1)(c)1l. as a result of the driver failing to stop

4| at a traffic signal

5 Section 9. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007

6
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8 SENATE SUMVARY

9 Requires notor vehicle operators to drive in the
ri ght-hand | ane on certain highways. Provi des penalties.

101 JeRel o8 Lo provi e an educht Ponal awar ehece. canpal gn.

11 Provi des a grace period for enforcenment. Provides for the
di stribution of noneys received fromcertain penalties

12 for aggressive careless driving.
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