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Fl orida Senate - 2007 COW TTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 594
Bar code 135976
CHAMBER ACTI ON

Senat e House

Comm WD
04/ 17/ 2007 01:34 PM

The Comm ttee on Environmental Preservation and Conservation
(Saunders) recomended the follow ng amendnment to amendnent

(754116):

Senate Amendnent (with directory and title amendnents)

On page 1, lines 18 through 21, delete those lines

and insert:

Section 1. Paragraph (e) is added to subsection (6) of
section 373.414, Florida Statutes, and subsection (17) of that
section is anmended to read:

373. 414 Additional criteria for activities in surface
wat ers and wet| ands. -

(6)

(e) The Legislature recognizes that the Florida

horticultural industry contributes to the econom c strength of

Florida and that high quality peat is a limted resource that

is an inportant conponent of horticultural production. The

Leqgi sl ature further recogni zes that obtaining high quality

peat typically and uniquely requires the mning of wetl ands

and ot her surface waters and that the use of recycled and
1
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renewabl e material to replace or reduce the use of natura

peat is necessary for the future of the horticultura

i ndustry.

1. Definitions.- As used in this subsection, the term

a. "H gh quality peat" neans peat from a freshwater

her baceous wetl and that grades H1 to H4 on the von Post

Hum fication Scale and has a pH less than 7.

b. "Horticultural industry" for the purpose of this

par agraph neans the industry that cultivates plants,

including, but not limted to, trees, shrubs, flowers,

annual s, perennials, tropical foliage, liners, ferns, vines,

bul bs, grafts, scions, or buds, but excluding turf grasses,

grown or kept for or capable of propagation or distribution

for retail, wholesale or re-whol esal e purposes.

2. The departnment shall develop rules for pernmtting

and mtigation of peat mnes in herbaceous or historically

her baceous wetl ands where high quality peat is extracted

exclusively for use in the horticultural industry provided:

a. The permitting and mitigation rules shall be

applicable only at a mine where no |l ess than 80 percent of the

extracted peat is high quality peat and the high gquality peat

is used in products that incorporate other renewabl e or

recycled nmaterials;

b. No extraction occurs in the underlying sand or rock

strata;

c. No portion of the extraction or nitigation area

shall be part of an existing or proposed |arger plan of

devel opnent ;

d. No portion of the mne shall be |located in

Qut standi ng Florida Waters.

3. In developing the rules as directed in subparagraph
2
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2, design nodifications shall not be required to reduce or

elin nate adverse inpacts to herbaceous wetl ands that score

bel ow a specific value as provided by rule using the Uniform

Mtigation Assessnent Method eval uation other than to require

that the project neet water quality standards, not cause

adverse offsite flooding, not adversely inpact significant

hi storical and archaeol ogi cal resources under the provision of

S. 267.061, and not cause adverse inpacts to |listed species or

their habitats. In assessing mtigation for nmnes that are not

required to reduce or elimnate adverse inpacts, retaining a

percentage of the reclained wetland as open water shall be

deened appropriate wetland mtigation. The rul es shal

determ ne the amount of open water allowable as mtigation

based upon a consideration of the type and ampunt of other

wetland mitigation proposed, the value of those wetlands as

eval uated using the Uniform Mtigation Assessnent Mt hod and

t he anpunt of preservation of wetlands. In no case shall the

amount _of open water exceed 60 percent of the pre-mning

wetl ands within the extracted area.

4. The provisions of section 62-345.600 Florida

Adm ni strative Code shall not apply to nmitigation provided for

m nes qualifying for the provisions of this paragraph

5. The departnment shall initiate the rul emaking

process within 90 days of the effective date of this act;

wat er _nmanagenent districts nay inplenent the rules wthout

adoption pursuant to s. 120.54.

(17) The variance provisions of s. 403.201 are
applicable to the provisions of this section or any rule
adopt ed pursuant hereto. The governing boards and the
department are authorized to review and take final agency
action on petitions requestinggsuch vari ances for those
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activities they regulate under this part and s. 373.4145.

—=============== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as fol |l ows:

On page 15, line 22, delete that |ine

i nsert:
prograns; anmending s. 373.414, F.S.; providing
| egi sl ative recognitions; providing
definitions; granting rul e-maki ng powers to the
department; allowi ng permtting and mitigation
of peat mines under certain conditions;
providing criteria for rule devel oprment;
clarifying the jurisdiction of the Florida
Admi ni strative Code as it relates to provisions
of this section; establishing a tinmeframe for
t he rul emaki ng process and i npl enentati on of

sai d rul es; providing

12: 23 PM  04/12/07 s0594. ep37. 02c




