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By the Committee on Governnmental Operations; and Senator

Lawson
585-2678- 07
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to a public-records exenption
3 for Lifeline Assistance Plan participants;
4 creating s. 364.107, F.S.; creating an
5 exenption from public-records requirenments for
6 personal identifying information concerning a
7 participant in a tel ecomunications carrier's
8 Lifeline Assistance Plan held by the Public
9 Servi ce Comni ssion; providing an exception
10 providing a penalty for the intentiona
11 di scl osure of confidential and exenpt
12 informati on by an officer or enployee of a
13 t el ecomruni cations carrier; providing for
14 review and repeal ; providing a statenent of
15 public necessity; providing an effective date
16
17| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
18
19 Section 1. Section 364.107, Florida Statutes, is
20| created to read:
21 364.107 Public-records exenption; Lifeline Assistance
22| Plan participants.
23 (1) Personal identifying information concerning a
24| participant in a tel econmunications carrier's Lifeline
25| Assistance Plan under s. 364.10 held by the Public Service
26| Conmission is confidential and exenpt froms. 119.07(1) and s.
27| 24(a), Art. 1 of the State Constitution.
28 (2) Information nade confidential and exenpt under
29| subsection (1) may be released to the applicable
30| tel ecommuni cations carrier for purposes directly connected
31
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with eligibility for, verification related to, or auditing of

a Lifeline Assistance Plan.

(3)(a) An officer or enployee of a tel econmunications

carrier may not intentionally disclose information nmade

confidential and exenpt under subsection (1), except as:

1. Authorized by the custoner;

2. Necessary for billing purposes;

3. Required by subpoena, court order, or other process

of court;

4. Necessary to disclose to an agency as defined in s.

119.011 or _a governmental entity for purposes directly

connected with inplenenting service for, or verifying

eligibility of, a participant in a Lifeline Assistance Plan or

auditing a Lifeline Assistance Plan; or

5. Oherw se authorized by |aw.

(b) This section does not preclude a

tel ecommuni cations carrier fromdisclosing infornmati on made

confidential and exenpt under subsection (1) to the extent

that such infornmation is otherw se publicly available or from

disclosing to a custoner his or her own account record through

t el ephoni ¢ _neans.

(c) Any officer or enployee of a tel econmuni cations

carrier who intentionally discloses infornation in violation

of paragraph (a) commits a ni sdeneanor of the second degree,

puni shabl e as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

(4) This section is subject to the Open Governnent

Sunset Review Act in accordance with s. 119.15 and shall stand

repeal ed on October 2, 2012, unless reviewed and saved from

repeal through reenactnent by the Leqgislature.

Section 2. The legislature finds that it is a public

necessity that personal identifying information concerning a
2
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participant in a tel ecommunications carrier's Lifeline

Assi stance Pl an under section 364.10, Florida Statutes, held

by the Public Service Conmi ssion be made confidential and

exenpt fromsection 119.07(1), Florida Statutes, and Article

|, section 24(a), of the State Constitution. The Lifeline

Assi stance Pl an provides assistance to qualified |owincone

househol ds by providing a credit on their |ocal telephone

bill. Allowing qualified |owincone households to receive this

credit permts themto nmaintain |ocal tel ephone service.

Participation in Lifeline Assistance Plans has renmni ned at

approxi mately 12 percent of eligible Florida househol ds

despite extensive efforts to make eligible residents aware of

the plan. Protecting the personal identifying information of

participants in a Lifeline Assistance Plan _encourages

qualified residents to apply for the credit offered under the

plan. The Public Service Conmm ssion nust be able to nmintain

the confidentiality of that information because disclosure

could create a chilling effect on participation. Further

participants ni ght choose not to avail thenselves of the plan

because the information subnitted would identify them as

qualified recipients of |owincome programbenefits. Finally,

the exenption pronptes the effective and efficient

adm nistration of a government program

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becomng a

| aw.
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 630

Makes confidential and exenpt personal identifying information
concerning a participant in a tel ecomunications carrier's
Lifeline Assistance Plan under s. 364.10, F.S., held by the
Publ i ¢ Service Conm ssion.

Provi des excepti ons.

Makes exenption subject to Open Government Sunset Revi ew Act.
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