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By Senator Posey

24-800- 07

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to initiative petitions;

3 anmendi ng s. 100.371, F.S.; prescribing

4 informati on that nust be on a petition

5 initiative form and conditions with which the

6 el ector signing it must conply, before the form

7 may be verified; providing procedures for

8 revocation of a signature on a petition form

9 requiring certain information relating to

10 petition circulators, as defined, to be

11 i ncluded on forns; requiring paid petition

12 circulators, as defined, to identify thensel ves

13 as such; prohibiting a supervisor from counting

14 a petition or petition-revocation formthat

15 does not conply with statutory requirenents;

16 providing for rules; providing for verification

17 of certain petition forns; providing

18 severability; providing an effective date.

19
20| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
21
22 Section 1. Subsections (1) and (3) of section 100.371
23| Florida Statutes, are anmended, present subsection (6) of that
24| section is renunbered as subsection (9) and anended, and new
25| subsections (6), (7), and (8) are added to that section to
26| read:
27 100.371 Initiatives; procedure for placenent on
28| ballot.--
29 (1) Constitutional amendnents proposed by initiative
30| shall be placed on the ballot for the general election
31| provided the initiative petition has been filed with the
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1| Secretary of State no later than February 1 of the year the

2| general election is held. A petition shall be deened to be

3| filed with the Secretary of State upon the date the secretary

4| determnes that valid and verified the petition forns have has

5| been signed by the constitutionally required nunmber and

6| distribution of electors pursuant to the el ection code,

7| subject to the right of revocation established in this

8| section.

9 (3) Each signature shall be dated when made and shal
10| be valid for a period of 4 years follow ng such date, provided
11| all other requirenents of |law are net. The sponsor shal
12| submit signed and dated fornms to the appropriate supervisor of
13| elections for verification as to the nunmber of registered
14| el ectors whose valid signatures appear thereon. The supervisor
15| shall pronptly verify the signatures upon paynent of the fee
16| required by s. 99.097. The supervisor shall pronptly record
17| each—vald-sigrature in the statewi de voter registration
18| system_ in the manner prescribed by the Secretary of State,
19| the date each formis received by the supervisor and the date
20| the signature on the formis verified as valid. The supervisor
21| may verify that the signature on a formis valid only if:

22 (a) The formcontains the original signature of the

23| purported el ector

24 (b) The purported elector has accurately recorded on

25| the formthe date on which he or she signed the form

26 (c) The date the elector signed the form as recorded
27| by the elector, is no nore than 20 days before the date the

28| formis received by the supervisor of elections.

29 (d) The formaccurately sets forth the purported

30| elector's nane, street address, county, and voter registration
31| number or date of birth.
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(e) The purported elector is, at the tinme he or she

signs the form a duly qualified and reqgistered el ector

authorized to vote in the county in which his or her signature

is subnmtted.

The supervisor shall retain the signature forns for at least 1
year following the election in which the i ssue appeared on the
ball ot or until the Division of Elections notifies the

supervi sors of elections that the commttee which circul ated
the petition is no longer seeking to obtain ballot position

(6) An elector's signature on a petition form nay be

revoked by submitting to the appropriate supervisor of

el ections a signed petition-revocation form adopted by rule

for this purpose by the division. The petition-revocation form

is subject to the sane relevant requirenents as the

correspondi ng petition formunder the election code and nust

be approved by the Secretary of State before any signature is

obt ai ned. The petition-revocation formshall be filed with the

supervisor of elections no |later than the February 1 preceding

the next general election or, if the initiative amendnent is

not certified for ballot position in that election, no |ater

than the February 1 preceding the next successive genera

el ection. The supervisor of elections shall pronptly verify

the signature on the petition-revocation formand process such

revocati on upon paynment, in advance, of a fee of 10 cents or

the actual cost of verifying such signature, whichever is

|l ess. The supervisor shall pronptly record each valid and

verified petition-revocation formin the statew de voter

registration systemin the manner prescribed by the Secretary

of State.
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(7)(a) |If a person is presented with a petition form

or _petition-revocation formfor his or her possible signature

by a petition circulator, the person nmust record this fact on

the form and the nane and address of the petition circulator

nmust leqgibly appear on the formbefore the signature on the

formmay be verified by the supervisor. For purposes of this

subsection, the term"petition circulator" nmeans _any person

who, in the context of a direct face-to-face conversation,

presents to another person for his or her possible signature a

petition formor petition-revocation formregarding ball ot

placenent for an initiative.

(b) A paid petition circulator shall, when engaged in

the activities described in paragraph (a), wear a prom nent

badge, in a form and nmanner prescribed by rule by the
division, identifying himor her as a "PAI D PETITI ON
ClRCULATOR. " For purposes of this subsection, the term "paid

petition circulator" nmeans a petition circul ator who receives

any conpensation as a direct or indirect consequence of these

activities.

(8) A signed petition formor petition-revocation form

regardi ng ball ot placenent for an initiative which does not

fully conply with the applicable provisions of the el ections

code and the rul es adopted thereunder, or which was obtained

in violation of the applicable provisions of the el ections

code or the rules thereunder, nay be verified by the

supervisor of elections and counted toward the nunber of valid

signatures required for ballot placenent only after those

deficiencies or violations are corrected.

(9) 66> The Departnment of State may adopt rules in

accordance with s. 120.54 to carry out the provisions of

subsections(1)-(8) £H—5).
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Section 2. Any signature gathered on a previously

approved initiative petition formthat has been subm tted for

verification before August 1, 2008, may be verified and

counted if otherwi se valid. However, any initiative petition

formthat is submitted for verification on or after that date

may be verified and counted only if it conplies with this act

and has been approved by the Secretary of State before

obt ai ni ng_el ector_si gnatures.

Section 3. |f any provision of this act or its

application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the

invalidity does not affect other provisions or applications of

the act which can be qgiven effect without the invalid

provision or application, and to this end the provisions of

this act are decl ared severabl e.

Section 4. Except as otherw se expressly provided in

this act, this act shall take effect August 1, 2008.

R I R R R O S S R

SENATE SUMVARY

Provi des requirenments for initiative petition forns,

i ncluding i nformati on that must be included on the form
before it may be verified and counted and qualifications
of electors signing such forns. Provides for an elector's
signature to be revoked. Requires a "paid petition
circulator” to identify hinmself or herself as such

Provi des for verification of and counting a signature on
a previously apProved formthat has been submitted for
verification before the effective date of the act.
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