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1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to public postsecondary

3 need- based student financial assistance;

4 anmendi ng s. 1009.40, F.S.; requiring state

5 residency for a public postsecondary career

6 education student assistance grant; revising

7 eligibility criteria for the renewal of

8 speci fied financial aid awards; creating s.

9 1009.505 F.S.; creating the Florida Public

10 Post secondary Career Education Student

11 Assi stance Grant Program providing for program
12 admi ni stration; defining terns; providing that
13 grants are available to specified students in
14 speci fied postsecondary career certificate

15 prograns; providing for annual grant anounts;
16 providing eligibility criteria for career

17 certificate students; requiring reporting by
18 participating institutions; providing for

19 di stribution of appropriated funds; providing
20 for transmittal of grant paynments to conmunity
21 col l ege presidents or district schoo
22 superintendents; providing for period of
23 eligibility; requiring participating
24 institutions to certify amounts disbursed to
25 students; requiring the State Board of
26 Education to adopt rules; providing that the
27 program shall only be inplenmented to the extent
28 funded and authorized by |aw, anmending s.
29 1009.77, F.S.; revising the purpose of the
30 Fl ori da Work Experience Program providing that
31 the programis available to students in
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speci fied career education prograns and
educat or preparation institutes; authorizing a
participating institution to use up to 100
percent of its allocation for student enployees
within the institution and to reinburse itself
for 100 percent of the student wages; |owering
the percentage of student wages that nust be
rei mbursed to enployers; providing that
parti ci pati ng postsecondary educationa

i nstitutions nust pay for specified

preenpl oynent expenses for students enpl oyed
with public schools; requiring enployers to pay
speci fied wages; prescribing student
eligibility requirements; providing for
distribution of funds; requiring certification
of funds disbursed to students; renoving a
provi sion that requires funds appropriated for
the programto be deposited in the State
Student Fi nanci al Assistance Trust Fund and
speci fying responsibilities of the Chief
Financial O ficer; renpving a provision
requiring that program bal ances remaining in
the trust fund at the end of the fiscal year be

retai ned; providing an effective date.

Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 1009.40, Florida
es, is amended to read:
1009.40 Ceneral requirenments for student eligibility

ate financial aid.--
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(1)(a) The general requirenments for eligibility of
students for state financial aid awards consist of the
fol | owi ng:

1. Achievenent of the academ c requirenents of and
acceptance at a state university or community college; a
nursi ng di pl oma school approved by the Florida Board of
Nursing; a Florida college, university, or comrunity coll ege
which is accredited by an accrediting agency recogni zed by the
State Board of Education; any Florida institution the credits
of which are acceptable for transfer to state universities;
any career center; or any private career institution
accredited by an accrediting agency recogni zed by the State
Board of Educati on.

2. Residency in this state for no less than 1 year
preceding the award of aid for a program established pursuant
to s. 1009.50, s. 1009.505, s. 1009.51, s. 1009.52, s.

1009. 53, s. 1009.54, s. 1009.56, s. 1009.57, s. 1009.60, s.
1009. 62, s. 1009.63, s. 1009.68, s. 1009.72, s. 1009.73, s.
1009.76, s. 1009.77, or s. 1009.89. Residency in this state

nmust be for purposes other than to obtain an educati on.
Resi dent status for purposes of receiving state financial aid
awards shall be determined in the sane manner as resident
status for tuition purposes pursuant to s. 1009.21 and rules
of the State Board of Education.

3. Subnission of certification attesting to the
accuracy, conpleteness, and correctness of information
provi ded to denonstrate a student's eligibility to receive
state financial aid awards. Falsification of such information
shall result in the denial of any pending application and
revocation of any award currently held to the extent that no

further paynents shall be nmade. Additionally, students who
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1| knowi ngly nake fal se statements in order to receive state

2| financial aid awards shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor of the
3| second degree subject to the provisions of s. 837.06 and shal
4| be required to return all state financial aid awards

5| wrongful |y obtained.

6 (b)1l. Eligibility for the renewal of undergraduate or
7| career certificate financial aid awards shall be evaluated at
8| the end of the second senester or third quarter of each

9| academic year. As a condition for renewal, a student shall

10 a. Have earned a m ni num cunul ati ve grade poi nt

11| average of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale; and

12 b. Have earned, for undergraduate full-time study, 12
13| credits per termor the equivalent for the nunber of terns for
14| which aid was received or have earned, for career certificate
15| study, at least the equivalent in clock hours of 6 senmester

16| credit hours per termor the equivalent for the nunber of

17| terms for which aid was received.

18 2. A student who earns the mininmm nunber of credits
19| required for renewal, but who fails to neet the mininmm2.0
20| curul ative grade point average, may be granted a probationary
21| award for up to the equivalent of 1 acadenmi c year and shall be
22| required to earn a cumul ative grade point average of 2.0 on a
23| 4.0 scale by the end of the probationary period to be eligible
24| for subsequent renewal. A student who receives a probationary
25| award and who fails to neet the conditions for renewal by the
26| end of his or her probationary period shall be ineligible to
27| receive additional awards for the equivalent of 1 acadenic

28| year followi ng his or her probationary period. Each such

29| student may, however, reapply for assistance during a

30| subsequent application period and may be eligible for an award
31
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if he or she has earned a cunul ati ve grade point average of
2.0 on a 4.0 scale.

3. A student who fails to earn the nini mum nunber of
credits required for renewal shall lose his or her eligibility
for renewal for a period equivalent to 1 academ c year
However, the student nay reapply during a subsequent
application period and may be eligible for an award if he or
she has earned a m ni mum curul ati ve grade point average of 2.0
on a 4.0 scale.

4. Students who receive state student aid and
subsequently fail to nmeet state acadenic progress requirenments
due to verifiable illness or other energencies may be granted
an exception fromthe academ ¢ requirements. Such students
shall make a witten appeal to the institution. The appea
shall include a description and verification of the
circunstances. Verification of illness or other energencies
may i nclude but not be linted to a physician's statenment or
written statenment of a parent or college official. The
institution shall recomend exceptions with necessary
docunentation to the departnment. The departnent nmay accept or
deny such recomrendati ons for exception fromthe institution

Section 2. Section 1009.505, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

1009.505 Florida Public Postsecondary Career Education

Student Assi stance Grant Program - -

(1) There is created a Florida Public Postsecondary

Career Education Student Assistance Grant Program The program

shall be administered by the participating institutions in

accordance with rules of the State Board of Education.

(2) For purposes of this section, the term

5
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(a) "Average annual cost of tuition and registration

fees" neans the average cost for the prior acadenic year of

tuition and registration fees for the equivalent in clock

hours at a public postsecondary career certificate program of

30 senester credit hours at a state university.

(b) "Half-tinme" nmeans the equivalent in clock hours at

a _public postsecondary career certificate programof 6

senester credit hours at a conmmunity coll ege.

(c) "Public postsecondary career certificate progrant

neans _a postsecondary program that consists of 450 or nore

clock hours, is offered by a community coll ege authorized by

Florida law or by a career center operated by a district

school board under s. 1001.44, and ternminates in _a career

certificate.

(3)(a) Student assistance grants through the program

nay be made only to certificate-seeking students enrolled at

least half-tine in a public postsecondary career certificate

program who neet the general requirenents for student

eligibility as provided in s. 1009.40, except as otherw se

provided in this section. The grants shall be awarded annually

to any recipient for the anpunt of denpbnstrated unnet need for

the cost of education and may not exceed the average annua

cost of tuition and registration fees or such other anpunt as

specified in the General Appropriations Act. A denponstrated

unnet need of less than $200 shall render the applicant

ineligible for a grant under this section. Recipients of the

grants nust have been accepted at a community coll ege

aut horized by Florida |aw or a career center operated by a

district school board under s. 1001.44. A student is eliqgible

for the award for 110 percent of the nunber of clock hours

required to conplete the programin which enrolled.
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(b) A student applying for a Florida public

post secondary career education student assistance grant shal

be required to apply for the Pell Grant. A Pell G ant

entitlenment shall be considered when conducting an _assessnent

of the financial resources available to each student; however,

a Pell Gant entitlenent shall not be required as a condition

of receiving a grant under this section.

(c) FEach participating institution shall report, to

the departnent by the established date, the eliqgible students

to whom grant npneys are disbursed each academ c term FEach

institution shall also report to the departnent necessary

denographic and eligibility data for such students.

(4)(a) The funds appropriated for the Florida Public

Post secondary Career Education Student Assistance G ant

Program shall be distributed to eligible conmmunity coll eges

and district school boards in accordance with a formul a

approved by the departnent.

(b) Payment of Florida public postsecondary career

education student assistance grants shall be transmitted to

the president of the conmunity college or to the district

school superintendent, or to the designee thereof, in advance

of the registration period. Institutions shall notify students

of the anmpunt of their awards.

(c) The eligibility status of each student to receive

a_di sbursenment shall be determ ned by each institution as of

the end of its reqular registration period, inclusive of a

drop-add period. Institutions shall not be required to

reevaluate a student's eligibility status after this date for

pur poses of changing eligibility determ nations previously

nmade.
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1 (d) Participating institutions shall certify to the

2| departnent the anpunt of funds disbursed to each student and
3| shall remt to the departnment any undi sbursed advances by June
4| 1 of each year.

5 (5) The State Board of Education shall establish rules
6| necessary to inplenent this section

7 (6) This section shall be inplenented only to the

8| extent specifically funded and authorized by |aw.

9 Section 3. Section 1009.77, Florida Statutes, is

10| amended to read:

11 1009.77 Florida Wrk Experience Program --

12 (1) There is established the Florida Wrk Experience
13| Programto be adm nistered by the Departnent of Education. The
14| purpose of the programis to introduce eligible students to
15| work experience that will conplenent and reinforce their

16| educational program and career goals and provide a self-help
17| student aid programthat reduces student |oan indebtedness.
18| Additionally, the programis opportunities for enployment at a
19| student's school will serve as a retention tool because

20| students enpl oyed on canpus are nore likely to conplete their
21| postsecondary education. The Suweh program shall be avail abl e
22| to:

23 (a) Any student attending a state university or

24| comunity col |l ege authorized by Florida | aw, e+

25 (b) Any student attending a nonprofit Florida

26| postsecondary education institution that is eligible to

27| participate in either of the student assistance grant prograns
28| established in ss. 1009.51 and 1009.52; —

29 (c) Any postsecondary student attending a career

30| center operated by a district school board under s. 1001. 44;
31| or
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1 (d) Any student attending an educator preparation

2| institute established under s. 1004.85. The student nay

3| participate in this program despite having previously earned a
4| baccal aureate degree.

5 (2)(a) A participating institution may use up to 100
6| 25 percent of its program allocation for student enpl oynent

7| within the institution.

8 (b) A participating institution may use up to 10

9| percent of its programallocation for program adm nistration
10 (3) Each participating institution is authorized to
11| enter into contractual agreenents with private or public

12| enployers for the purpose of establishing a Florida work

13| experience program

14 (4) The participating postsecondary educationa

15| institution shall be responsible for reinbursing enployers for
16| student wages fromits program all ocati on mereys—t—+reeebves
17| ++remthetrust—fundpursuant—to—subseetien—{8). Public

18| el enentary or secondary school enployers or postsecondary

19| institution enployers shall be reinmbursed for 100 percent of
20| the student's wages by the participating institution. Al

21| other enployers may shat+ be reinbursed for up to 70 percent
22| of the student's wages. Wen a college or university enploys a
23| student on campus through this program other student

24| financial aid funds nmay not be used to fund the institution's
25| 30—pereent portion of the student's wages.

26 (5) The enployer is responsible for furnishing the

27| full cost of any mandatory benefits. Such benefits nay not be
28| considered part of the 38—pereent wage requirenment total for
29| matchi ng purposes.

30 (6) Each participating postsecondary educationa

31| institution is responsible for furnishing the full cost of al
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preenpl oynent requirenents, including, but not linted to,

background screeni ngs and tuberculosis testing, that are

necessary for a student to be enployed by a public elenentary

or secondary school enployer. Expenditures under this

subsection shall be paid fromthe funds received by the

participating postsecondary educational institution

(7) The enployer is responsible for paying no |ess

than the federal mninum wage established under the Fair Labor

St andards Act _or the state m ni num wage established under_s.

24, Art. X of the State Constitution and s. 448.110, whichever

is agreater. Enployers are encouraged to pay students a

conpetitive wage to increase student participation in this

program
(8)€6r A student is eligible to participate in the

Fl ori da Work Experience Programif the student:

(a) Is enrolled._

1. At an eligible college or university as no |ess
than a hal f-tine undergraduate student in good standing,—

2. In an eligible postsecondary career certificate

programas no less than a half-tinme student in good standing.

Eligible prograns nust be approved by the Departnent of

Educati on _and nust consist of no I ess than 450 clock hours of

instruction. Such prograns nust be offered by a career center

operated by a district school board under s. 1001.44 or by a

community coll ege; or

3. At an educator preparation institute established

under s. 1004.85 as no less than a half-tine student in good

st andi ng.

However, a student nay be enpl oyed during the break between

two consecutive ternms or enployed, although not enroll ed,
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during a termif the student was enrolled at |east half tine
during the preceding termand preregisters as no |less than a
hal f-ti me student for the subsequent acadenmic term A student
who attends an institution that does not provide
preregi stration shall provide docunentation of intent to
enroll as no less than a half-tine student for the subsequent
acadenmic term

(b) Meets the general requirenents for student
eligibility as provided in s. 1009.40, except as otherw se
provided in this section.

(c) Denpnstrates financial need.

(d) Maintains the equivalent of a 28 cunul ative grade

poi nt average of a 2.0 on a 4.0 scal e fer—at—ecolege—work.
(96~ The State Board of Education shall adopt

preseribe—sueh rules for the programas are necessary for its
admi nistration, for the determnation of eligibility and

sel ection of institutions to receive funds for students, to
ensure the proper expenditure of funds, and to provide an
equitable distribution of funds between students at public and

i ndependent col | eges and universities and career centers

operated by district school boards under s. 1001. 44.

(10) A participating institution that receives funds

fromthe programshall certify to the departnent the ampunt of

funds di sbursed to each student within 30 days after the end

of each term

8y Fund ot ed : F
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Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.
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