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By the Committee on Environnmental Preservation and
Conservation; and Senators Baker and Fasano

592-2282- 07

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to state parks; anending s.

3 258.007, F.S.; deleting a penalty for a rule

4 violation; creating s. 258.008, F.S.; creating

5 penalties for the violation of rules adopted

6 under ch. 258, F.S., and for specified

7 activities within the boundaries of a state

8 park; providing for fines to be deposited into

9 the State Park Trust Fund; providing for court

10 costs under certain circunstances; anending s.

11 258.014, F.S.; providing for a half-price

12 admi ssion fee to state parks for nmenbers of the
13 Fl orida National Guard and their fanmilies;

14 anmendi ng s. 316.212, F.S.; authorizing the

15 operation of a golf cart within a state park

16 under certain circunstances; anmending s.

17 316. 2125, F.S.; conform ng a cross-reference;

18 anmendi ng s. 316.2126, F.S.; authorizing state

19 agencies to operate golf carts and utility
20 vehi cles on public roads for public purposes;
21 provi ding an effective date.
22
23| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
24
25 Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 258.007, Florida
26| Statutes, is anended to read:
27 258.007 Powers of division.--
28 (2) The division has authority to adopt rul es pursuant
29| to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to inplenent provisions of |aw
30| conferring duties on it, and to inpose penalties for the
31
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violation of any rule authorized by this section shalt—be—a
Section 2. Section 258.008, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

258.008 Prohibited activities; penalties.--

(1) Except as provided in subsection (3), any person

who violates or otherwise fails to conply with the rules

adopt ed under _this chapter commits a noncrimnal infraction
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for which ejection fromall property managed by the Division

iy
o

of Recreation and Parks and a fine of up to $1,000 may be

=
(=Y

i nposed by the division.

iy
N

(2) 1In addition to penalties inposed under subsection

iy
w

(1), any person who fails to sign a citation given under

14| subsection (1), fails to appear in court in response to such

15| citation, or fails to conply with the court's order conmmts a

16| mi sdeneanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s.

17| 775.082 or s. 775.083.

18 (3) Any person who engages in any of the follow ng

19| activities within the boundaries of a state park without first

20| obtaining the express perm ssion of the Division of Recreation

21| and Parks commits a mi sdeneanor of the second degree,

22| punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083, and shal

23| be ejected fromall property managed by the division

24 (a) Cutting, carving, injuring, mutilating, noving,

25| displacing, or breaking off any water-bottom fornmation or

26| coral

27 (b) Capturing, trapping, injuring, or harassing a wild

28| animal ;

29 (c) Collecting plant or aninmal specinens;
30 (d) Leaving the designated public roads in a vehicle;
31| or
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(e) Hunting.

(4) Fines paid under this section shall be paid to the

Departnent of Environnental Protection and deposited in the

State Park Trust Fund. If a person who receives a citation

elects to defend hinself or herself in court, the county snmall

claims court for the county in which the violation occurred

shall have jurisdiction. Court costs shall be determnm ned by

and paid to the court as ordered by the court. A person who

receives a citation but fails to pay the fine, sign and accept

a citation, appear in court, or conply with the court's order

nmay not _enter any state park property until he or she has paid

the fine, conplied with the procedure, or conplied with the

order. The departnent may establish by rule the procedures for

giving a citation, giving a notice of appearance in court,

paynment of fines, and listing of persons ejected fromstate

parks:; the ampunts of fines for civil infractions up to

$1,000; definitions; tine linmts and deadlines; and any other

matter necessary to inplenent this section.

Section 3. Subsection (3) is added to section 258.014,

Florida Statutes, to read
258.014 Fees for use of state parks.--

(3) A person who is a nenber of the Florida Nationa

Guard, or the spouse or minor child of such a person, shall be

charged one-half the admi ssion fee to a state park upon

presentation of a valid card that identifies the person as

bei ng an _active nenber of the Florida National Guard or _a

spouse or_child of such a nenber.

Section 4. Section 316.212, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:
316.212 Operation of golf carts on certain
roadways. - - The operation of a golf cart upon the public roads
3
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or streets of this state is prohibited except as provided
her ei n:

(1) A golf cart may be operated only upon a county
road that has been designated by a county, or a nunicipa
street that has been designated by a nunicipality, for use by
golf carts. Prior to meking such a designation, the
responsi bl e | ocal governnmental entity nust first determ ne
that golf carts nay safely travel on or cross the public road
or street, considering factors including the speed, volune,
and character of motor vehicle traffic using the road or
street. Upon a deternination that golf carts nay be safely
operated on a designated road or street, the responsible
governmental entity shall post appropriate signs to indicate
that such operation is allowed.

(2) A golf cart may be operated on a part of the State
Hi ghway System only under the foll ow ng conditions:

(a) To cross a portion of the State Hi ghway System
which intersects a county road or municipal street that has
been designated for use by golf carts if the Departnent of
Transportation has revi ewed and approved the | ocation and
design of the crossing and any traffic control devices needed
for safety purposes.

(b) To cross, at mdblock, a part of the State Hi ghway
System where a golf course is constructed on both sides of the
hi ghway if the Departnent of Transportation has reviewed and
approved the |l ocation and design of the crossing and any
traffic control devices needed for safety purposes.

(c) A golf cart may be operated on a state road that
has been designated for transfer to a | ocal governnment unit
pursuant to s. 335.0415 if the Departnent of Transportation
deternmines that the operation of a golf cart within the

4
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1| right-of-way of the road will not inpede the safe and
2| efficient flow of notor vehicular traffic. The departnment may
3| authorize the operation of golf carts on such a road if:
4 1. The road is the only avail able public road al ong
5| which golf carts may travel or cross or the road provides the
6| safest travel route anbpng alternative routes avail able; and
7 2. The speed, volume, and character of notor vehicul ar
8| traffic using the road is considered in maki ng such a
9| determ nation.
10
11| Upon its determnation that golf carts may be operated on a
12| given road, the departnment shall post appropriate signs on the
13| road to indicate that such operation is allowed.
14 (3) Notwithstanding any other provision of this
15| secti on Any—ether—provision—ofthisseetiontothecontrary
16| netwithstanding, a golf cart may be operated for the purpose
17| of crossing a street or highway where a single nobile hone
18| park is located on both sides of the street or highway and is
19| divided by that street or highway, provided that the
20| governnental entity having original jurisdiction over such
21| street or highway shall review and approve the |ocation of the
22| crossing and require inplenentation of any traffic controls
23| needed for safety purposes. This subsection shall apply only
24| to residents or guests of the nobile hone park. Anry—ether
25| proewsien—oftawtothecontrarynotwithstandinrg— If notice is
26| posted at the entrance and exit of te any nobile hone park
27| where that residents of the park operate atiH=ze golf carts or
28| electric vehicles within the confines of the park it is shal-
29| not be necessary for that the park to have a gate or other
30| device at the entrance and exit in order for such golf carts
31| or electric vehicles to be lawfully operated in the park.
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(4) Notwithstanding any other provision of this

section, if authorized by the Division of Recreation and Parks

of the Departnent of Environnental Protection, a golf cart may

be operated on a road that is part of the State Park Road

Systemif the posted speed |limt is 35 mles per hour or |ess.

(54 A golf cart nmay be operated only during the

hours between sunrise and sunset, unless the responsible
governnmental entity has determined that a golf cart nmay be
operated during the hours between sunset and sunrise and the
golf cart is equipped with headlights, brake lights, turn
signals, and a wi ndshi el d.

(6)65> A golf cart must be equipped with efficient
brakes, reliable steering apparatus, safe tires, a rearview
mrror, and red reflectorized warning devices in both the
front and rear.

()66 A golf cart may not be operated on public roads
or streets by any person under the age of 14.

(86~ A local governmental entity may enact an
ordi nance regarding golf cart operation and equi pnent which is
nore restrictive than those enunmerated in this section. Upon
enact nent of amy such ordi nance, the |ocal governnental entity
shal | post appropriate signs or otherwise informthe residents
that such an ordi nance exists and that it wll shat be
enforced within the |ocal government's jurisdictiona
territory. An ordinance referred to in this section nust apply
only to an unlicensed driver.

(968> A violation of this section is a noncrimna
traffic infraction, punishable pursuant to chapter 318 as a

nmoving violation for infractions of subsections (1) through

(5) subseetieon—{H—subseetion{2)—subseetion{3r—subseetion

{43+~ or a local ordinance corresponding thereto and enacted

6
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1| pursuant to subsection(8)#A-, or punishable pursuant to

2| chapter 318 as a nonnoving violation for infractions of

3| subsection(6)€5), subsection(7)¢6), or a |local ordinance

4| corresponding thereto and enacted pursuant to subsection(8)
5|4

6 Section 5. Subsection (1) of section 316.2125, Florida
7| Statutes, is anended to read:

8 316. 2125 COperation of golf carts within a retirenent
9| conmunity.--

10 (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 316.212, the
11| reasonabl e operation of a golf cart, equipped and operated as
12| provided in s. 316.212 s—316-212(4—{(5}—anrd{6}, within any
13| self-contained retirement community is permtted unless

14| prohibited under subsection (2).

15 Section 6. Section 316.2126, Florida Statutes, is

16| amended to read:

17 316. 2126 Use of golf carts and utility vehicles by

18| governnental units murierpabties.--1n addition to the powers
19| granted by ss. 316.212 and 316.2125, state agencies and

20| municipalities are hereby authorized to operate wtHze gol f
21| carts and utility vehicles, as defined in s. 320.01, upen—=any
22 | state—eounty—or—runieipal—roads—tocatedwithinthe ecorporate
23| Hmts—ef such—mnrietpalities— subject to the foll ow ng

24| conditions:

25 (1) Golf carts and utility vehicles nust conply with
26| the operational and safety requirements in ss. 316.212 and

27| 316.2125, and with any nore restrictive ordi nances enacted by
28| the local governnental entity pursuant to s. 316.212(8) s—

29| 3162327, and shall enby be operated only by state or

30| munici pal enpl oyees for state or rmunicipal purposes,

31
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1| including, but not limted to, police patrol, traffic
2| enforcenment, and inspection of public facilities.
3 (2) In addition to the safety equi pnent required under
4| subsection (1) reguired—thr—s—316212{(5—and—anyHore
5| restrietive—safetyegquiprent—regquired—by—thetocal
6| goevernrental—entity—purstant—to—s—316-—212(7}, such golf carts
7| and utility vehicles nust be equipped with sufficient |ighting
8| and turn signal equipnent.
9 (3) Golf carts and utility vehicles my erby be
10| operated only on state roads that have a posted speed linmt of
11| 30 miles per hour or less, and, if operated by an enployee of
12| a municipality, only on a state, county, or rmnunicipal road
13| located within the corporate linmits of the nunicipality.
14 (4) A state or nunicipal enployee operating a golf
15| cart or utility vehicle pursuant to this section nust possess
16| a valid driver's license as required by s. 322.03.
17 Section 7. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007
18
19 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
20 Senate Bill 94
21
22| The conmmittee substitute provides that certain mnor
violations of rules relating to state parks are noncrim na
23| violations for which a fine may be inposed. However, a person
who engages in certain specified activities in a state park
24| comits a m sdemeanor of the second degree. Provides that
fines assessed for state park violations are to be deposited
25| in the State Park Trust Fund. Provides for court costs under
06 certain conditions.
Provides for a half-price adm ssion fee to state parks for
27| nenbers of the Florida National Guard and their fanilies.
28| Allows for the oEeration of golf carts on a road that is part
’9 of the state park road system under certain conditions.
Al l ows the operation of golf carts within a self-contained
30| retirement comunity.
31| Allows the operation of golf carts by governmental units on

public roads under certain specified conditions.
8
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