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Fl ori da Senate - 2007 COWM TTEE ANMENDVENT
Bill No. PCS (814916) for SB 998
Bar code 845342

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Comm RCS
03/ 23/ 2007 12:26 PM

The Conmittee on Conmunications and Public Uilities (Fasano)

recommended the foll owi ng anendnent :

Senate Anendnent (with title anendnent)
On page 31, line 2, through

page 32, line 11, delete those |ines

and insert:

(2) A video service provider may not deny access to

service to any group of potential residential subscribers

because of the race, inconme, or ethnicity of the residents in

the local area in which the group resides.

(3)  For purposes of determ ning whether a

certificatehol der has violated subsection (2), the

certificateholder shall have a reasonable tinme to depl oy

service to custoners within the service area designated under

this act. Wthin 3 vears after the date a certificatehol der

begi ns providing video service in a service area, the

certificateholder shall provide access to video services to at

| east 25 percent of the | owinconme households in that service

area. Wthin 5 years after the date a certificatehol der beqgins
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providing video service in a service area, the

certificateholder shall provide access to its video services

to at | east 50 percent of the | owincone households in that

service area

(4) Except for satellite service, a video service

provider may satisfy the requirenments of this section through

the use of alternative technology that offers service,

functionality, and content, that is denpnstrably simlar to

t hat provided through the provider's video service system and

that nay include a technol ogy that does not require the use of

any public right-of-way. The technol ogy used to conply with

this section shall include carrying public, education, and

gover nment _channel s and ot her provisions required under this

act .

(5) A video service provider may apply to the

department for a waiver or extension of tine to comply with

this section if any of the follow ng apply:

(a) Access to public and private rights-of-way cannot

be obtai ned under reasonable terns _and conditions.

(b) Devel opnents or buildings are not subject to

conpetition because of existing exclusive service agreenents.

(c) Devel opnents or buildings are inaccessible using

reasonabl e techni cal solutions under commercially reasonabl e

terns_and conditions.

(d) Custoners reside in an area having a density of

fewer than 25 hones per mle fromthe nearest activated

distribution plant of the provider

(e) Natural disasters.

(f) Oher factors beyond the control of the provider

(6) The departnment may grant a waiver or_extension

only if the provider has nade substantial and continuous
2
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effort to neet the requirenents of this section. If an

extension is granted, the departnent shall establish a new

conpliance deadline. |If a waiver is granted, the departnent

shal |l specify the requirenents wai ved.

(7) As used in this section, the term"|lowincone

househol d" neans a househol d havi ng an average annua

househol d i ncone of less than $35, 000 as deternined by the

nost recent decenni al census.

(8) Notwithstanding any other provision of this act, a

vi deo service provider is not required to conply with, and the

department _may not i npose or _enforce, any mandatory buil d-out

or _depl oynent provisions or schedul es, except those required

to conply with this section

(9) The departnment or a court of conpetent

jurisdiction may take any action necessary to enforce this

section. An affected resident or applicable | ocal governnent

on behalf of its residents may seek any avail abl e | egal renedy

to address an alleged violation of this section.

(10) The Departnment of Agriculture and Consuner

Services shall adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and

120.54 to adnmi nister this section

—=============== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as fol |l ows:

On page 3, lines 20-26, delete those lines

and insert:
request for enforcenent; providing for a period
of time to cure certain nonconpliance;
providing for the use of alternative
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aut hori zi ng wai vers or extensions

of time to meet such requirenents; providing a

definition;

prohi biting certain mandatory

bui | d-out or depl oynment provisions; providing

for enforcenent and the adoption of rules;

clarifying | oca
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