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Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SENATOR ANMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for SIR 2-D, 1st Eng.

Bar code 185410

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Fl oor: 1/AD/ 3R
10/ 17/ 2007 05:23 PM

Senat or Hari dopol os noved the followi ng anendrent :

Senat e Anrendment

On page 17, line 18,

insert:
BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the follow ng statenent be
pl aced on the ballot:
CONSTI TUTI ONAL REVI SI ON
ARTI CLE VII, SECTIONS 3, 4, 6, AND 9
ARTI CLE VIII, SECTION 1
ARTI CLE Xl I, SECTIONS 27 AND 28
PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTI ONS; LI M TATI ONS ON AD VALOREM TAX
| NCREASES; ELECTED PROPERTY APPRAI SERS. --Thi s revision
proposes changes to the State Constitution relating to ad
val orem taxation and el ected property appraisers. Wth respect
to homestead property, this revision: (1) adds an additiona
honest ead exenption for nobst honeowners, (2) provides an
addi ti onal homestead exenption for certain | owincone seniors,
(3) provides an additional honestead exenption that dimnishes
over tinme for first-tinme Florida honebuyers, and (4) provides
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for the transfer of Save-Qur-Honmes benefits that are not
related to school taxes. Wth respect to nonhonestead
property, this revision allows the Legislature to provide by
I aw for the assessnent of (5) affordable housing and (6)
certain waterfront property under specific circunstances, and
(7) provides a $25,000 exenption for tangible persona
property. Further, this revision (8) requires the Legislature
tolimt the authority of |ocal governnents other than schoo
districts to increase property taxes, and (9) requires al
county property appraisers to be el ected.

In nore detail, this revision

(1) Increases the honestead exenption by providing an
addi ti onal honestead exenption for the portion of the assessed
val ue greater than $50,000 and up to $75,000. This exenption
does not apply to school taxes.

(2) Provides an additional homestead exenption for
certain | owinconme seniors. Persons 65 or ol der whose
househol d incone is less than $23, 604, adjusted annually for
inflation, will be exenmpt from ad val oremtaxes, including
school taxes, on the first $100, 000 of the homestead
property's assessed val ue.

(3) Provides an additional exenption for first-tinme
honebuyers beginning in 2008. First-tinme honmebuyers in Florida
who qualify for honestead exenption will be eligible for an
addi ti onal exenption in an anpbunt equal to 25 percent of the
initial just value of their new homestead, not to exceed 25
percent of the nedian just value for honesteads in the county
for the prior year. The ampunt of the exenption is offset each
year by the anpbunt of the accrued Save-Qur-Homes benefit. Wen
t he Save- Qur-Homes benefit neets or exceeds the exenption, the
exenption is lost. This exenption is also available to 2007
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first-time homebuyers who qualify for honestead exenption on
January 1, 2008. This exenption does not apply to schoo
t axes.

(4) Provides for the transfer of accumul ated
Save- Qur - Homes benefits in a manner that does not affect
school taxes. Homestead property owners will be able to
transfer their Save-CQur-Honmes benefit to a new homestead
within 2 years after relinquishing their previous honestead;
except, if the new honestead is established on January 1,
2008, the previous honmestead rmust have been relinquished in
2007. |If the new homestead has a hi gher just value than the
old one, the benefit can be transferred; if the new honestead
has a | ower just value, the ampunt of benefit transferred wll
be reduced in proportion of the just value of the new
honestead to the just value of the old honestead. The
transferred benefit nay not exceed $1 million. This provision
does not apply to school taxes on the new honestead.

(5) Provides for assessing certain rent-restricted
af fordabl e housi ng property as provided by general |aw. This
provi si on does not apply to school taxes.

(6) Provides for assessing certain waterfront property
used for comrercial fishing, conmercial water-dependent
activities, and public access as provided by general law. This
provi si on does not apply to school taxes.

(7) Authorizes an exenption fromad val oremtaxes of
$25, 000 of assessed val ue of tangible personal property. This
provision applies to all tax |evies.

(8) Requires the Legislature to limt the authority of
counties, municipalities, and special districts to increase ad
val orem t axes.

(9) Requires each county to have an el ected property
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apprai ser or person responsible for the duties of a property
apprai ser as a county officer and elimnates the option for
choosi ng that county officer in any other manner provided by
county charter or special |aw approved by vote of the electors
of the county. The requirenment that a property appraiser or
person responsible for the duties of a property appraiser be
el ected by the electors of the county applies in each county
wi t hout exception, including each charter county, regardl ess
of the authority under which the charter was adopted and
notw t hst andi ng constitutional grants of authority to charter
counti es.

Further, this revision:

a. Repeal s obsol ete | anguage on the honestead
exenption when it was | ess than $25,000 and did not apply
uniformy to property taxes levied by all |ocal governnents.

b. Mves two current provisions related to the
honest ead exenpti on and nmakes them applicable to the increased
honest ead exenpti on.

c. Schedul es the changes to take effect upon approva
by the electors and operate retroactively to January 1, 2008,
if approved in a special election held on January 29, 2008, or
to take effect January 1, 2009, if approved in the genera

el ection held in Novenber of 2008.
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