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By Senator Webster

9-03402A-08 20082390

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Florida Self-Directed Care program;
3 amending s. 394.9084, F.S.; providing for the expansion of
4 the program to all districts of the Department of Children
5 and Family Services; defining the term "fiscal

6 intermediary"; providing for the duties of the

7 intermediary; deleting an obsolete provision; requiring an
8 evaluation of the program by the Office of Program Policy
9 Analysis and Government Accountability by a certain date;
10 revising the evaluation criteria; abrogating the
11 expiration date of the program; providing an effective
12 date.
13

14 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
15
16 Section 1. Section 394.9084, Florida Statutes, is amended
17 to read:

18 394.9084 Florida Self-Directed Care program.--—

19 (1) The Department of Children and Family Services, in

20 cooperation with the Agency for Health Care Administration, may

21| provide dewelep a client-directed and choice-based Florida Self-

22 Directed Care program, in all department pitet—prejeect—in

23| edistriet 4 and thr other districts to provide mental health

24 treatment and support services to adults who have a serious

25 mental illness. The department may also develop and implement a
26 client-directed and choice-based pilot project in one district to
27| provide mental health treatment and support services for children
28| with a serious emotional disturbance who live at home. If

29| established, amy staff who work with children must be screened
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under s. 435.04. The department preieets shall implement a

payment mechanism meded in which each participant eliernt controls

the money that is available for that client's mental health
treatment and support services. The department shall establish
interagency cooperative agreements and work with the agency, the

Division of Vocational Rehabilitation, and the Social Security

Administration to implement and administer the Florida Self-
Directed Care program.

(2) To be eligible for enrollment in the Florida Self-
Directed Care program, a person must be an adult with a severe

and persistent mental illness.

(3) The Florida Self-Directed Care program has four
subcomponents:
(a) Department mental health services, which include

community mental health outpatient, community support, and case
management services funded through the department. This
subcomponent excludes Florida Assertive Community Treatment
(FACT) services for adults; residential services; and emergency
stabilization services, including crisis stabilization units,
short-term residential treatment, and inpatient services.

(b) Agency mental health services, which include community
mental health services and mental health targeted case management
services reimbursed by Medicaid.

(c) Vocational rehabilitation, which includes funds
available for an eligible participant as provided by the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. chapter 16, as amended.

(d) Social Security Administration.

(4) A fiscal intermediary Fhe—managing—entity shall pay for

the cost-efficient community-based services the participant
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selects to meet his or her mental health care and vocational
rehabilitation needs and goals as identified on his or her
the term "fiscal

recovery plan. For purposes of this section,

intermediary" means an entity approved by the department which

helps the participant manage his or her budget allowance, retains

the funds,

processes employment information, if any, and tax

information, reviews records to ensure correctness, and writes

paychecks to providers.
(5) 4=

ensure state compliance with federal regulations.

The department shall take all necessary action to

(a) The agency, in collaboration with the department, shall

seek federal Medicaid waivers;+—and the department shall
expeditiously seek any available Supplemental Security

Administration waivers under s. 1110 (b) of the federal Social

Security Act; and the division, in collaboration with the

department, shall seek federal approval to participate in the
Florida Self-Directed Care program. Ne—tater—than June 30620055
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(b) The department may apply for and use any funds from
private, state, and federal grants provided for self-directed
care, voucher, and self-determination programs, including those

providing substance abuse and mental health care.

(6) The department, the agency, and the division may
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(7) The department, the agency, and the division are
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authorized to adopt rules to administer shaltl—have—ru
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rules shall be for the purpose of enhancing choice in and control
over the purchased mental health and vocational rehabilitative
services accessed by Florida Self-Directed Care participants.

(8) The department and the agency shall wid3 complete a
memorandum of agreement to delineate management roles for
operation of the Florida Self-Directed Care program.

(9) By June 30, 2009, the Office of Program Policy Analysis

and Government Accountability shall evaluate the effectiveness
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Florida Self-Directed Care program. The evaluation shall include

an assessment of participant choice and access to services, cost

savings, coordination and quality of care, adherence to

principles of self-directed care, barriers to implementation,

progress toward statewide expansion of the program, and

recommendations for improvement in the program.
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