Florida Senate - 2008 (PROPOSED COMMITTEE BILL) SPB 7016
FOR CONSIDERATION By the Committee on Health Regulation

588-02776A-08 20087016

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Florida Patient Safety Corporation;

3 amending s. 381.0271, F.S.; deleting provisions requiring

4 that the corporation establish specific advisory

5 committees; authorizing the corporation to create and

6 dissolve advisory committees upon a majority vote of the

7 board of directors; deleting obsolete organizational

8 provisions; requiring that the corporation's board of

9 directors conduct quarterly meetings; requiring the Agency
10 for Health Care Administration to make available adverse

11 incident reports to designated agents of the Florida

12 Patient Safety Corporation; requiring the corporation to

13 evaluate the effects of the sharing of electronic records

14 on patient safety; deleting responsibilities related to

15 the provision of access to a library of evidence-based

16 medicine and patient safety practices; requiring a plan

17 for the implementation of patient safety technologies;

18 deleting obsolete provisions and reporting requirements;

19 providing an effective date.
20
21 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
22
23 Section 1. Subsections (5), (6), (7), (8), (9), and (10) of
24 section 381.0271, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
25 381.0271 Florida Patient Safety Corporation.--
26 (5) ADVISORY COMMITTEES.--Subject to a majority vote of the
27 corporation's board of directors, the corporation may establish
28 and dissolve advisory committees in order to assist the
29 corporation in carrying out its duties and responsibilities. &
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adverse incidents. Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
the Agency for Health Care Administration and the Department of

Health shall make available to the corporation and its designated

agents any adverse incident report submitted under ss. 395.0197,
458.351, and 459.026. To the extent that adverse incident reports
submitted under s. 395.0197 are confidential and exempt, the
confidential and exempt status of such reports shall be

maintained by the corporation and its designated agents.

3. Establish a "near-miss" patient safety reporting system.
The purpose of the near-miss reporting system is to: identify
potential systemic problems that could lead to adverse incidents;
enable publication of systemwide alerts of potential harm; and
facilitate development of both facility-specific and statewide
options to avoid adverse incidents and improve patient safety.
The reporting system shall record "near misses" submitted by
hospitals, birthing centers, and ambulatory surgical centers and
other providers. For the purpose of the reporting system:

a. The term "near miss" means any potentially harmful event
that could have had an adverse result but, through chance or
intervention in which, harm was prevented.

b. The near-miss reporting system shall be voluntary and
anonymous and independent of mandatory reporting systems used for
regulatory purposes.

c. Near-miss data submitted to the corporation is patient
safety data as defined in s. 766.1016.

d. Reports of near-miss data shall be published on a
regular basis and special alerts shall be published as needed
regarding newly identified, significant risks.

e. Aggregated data shall be made available publicly.
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7.8+ Provide recommendations for interagency coordination
of patient safety efforts in the state.

(b) In carrying out its powers and duties, the corporation
may also:

1. Assess the patient safety culture at volunteering
hospitals and recommend methods to improve the working
environment related to patient safety at these hospitals.

2. Inventory the technological infermation—technology

capabilities related to patient safety of health care facilities
and health care practitioners and recommend a plan for expediting
the implementation of patient safety technologies statewide.

3. Recommend continuing medical education regarding patient
safety to practicing health care practitioners.

4. Study and facilitate the testing of alternative systems
of compensating injured patients as a means of reducing and
preventing medical errors and promoting patient safety.

5. Conduct other activities identified by the board of

directors to promote patient safety in this state.
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(a) A description of the activities of the corporation
under this section.
(b) Progress made in improving patient safety, including

the reduction of and—redueing medical errors.
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(c) Policies and programs that have been implemented and
their outcomes.

(d) A compliance and financial audit of the accounts and
records of the corporation at the end of the preceding fiscal
year conducted by an independent certified public accountant.

(e) Recommendations for legislative action needed to
improve patient safety in the state.

(f) An assessment of the ability of the corporation to
fulfill the duties specified in this section and the

appropriateness of those duties for the corporation.

The corporation shall submit the report to the Governor, the
President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives.

(9) FUNDING.--The corporation shall is—reeuired—Ete seek

private sector funding and apply for grants to accomplish its

goals and duties.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2008.
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