F L ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI V E S

HB 1315 2009

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to construction of electric transmission

3 lines; amending s. 403.524, F.S.; removing exceptions to

4 requirements for an electric utility to obtain

5 certification prior to construction of a transmission

6 line; requiring an electric utility to notify affected

7 municipalities of proposed transmission line sites and

8 routes; requiring disclosure of methods used to determine
9 routes and efforts to minimize impact on the municipality;
10 authorizing a municipality to request a hearing by the

11 Florida Public Service Commission to determine disputes

12 with the electric utility; authorizing a municipality to
13 bring an action challenging transmission line siting;

14 authorizing a local governmental entity that requests

15 electric transmission lines be placed underground to share
16 the underground installation costs with any surrounding

17 governmental entity that benefits from the installation;
18 providing an effective date.

19
20 WHEREAS, pursuant to section 337.401, Florida Statutes,
21| local governmental entities are authorized to prescribe and
22 enforce reasonable rules and regulations with reference to the
23| placing and maintaining along, across, or on any road or rights-
24 of-way concerning electric transmission, telephone, telegraph,
25 or other communication service lines, pole lines, poles, or
26| other structures, and
27 WHEREAS, local governmental entities are requesting that
28 the utility lines located within their boundaries be buried
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department—before—the startof construetion demonstrating—that—=
rew—Eransmission—tine——complies—withthe applicabt teectric—arnd
magretie—field standards

(4) An affected municipality may request the Florida
Public Service Commission to hear and determine a dispute
between the municipality and an electric utility regarding
transmission line routes. An affected municipality may also
bring an action in the circuit court challenging the siting of

92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99

transmission lines or transmission line routes.

Section 2.

When a local governmental entity requests that

the electric transmission lines located within its boundaries be

placed underground, the local governmental entity may share

the

underground installation costs with any surrounding governmental

entities that benefit from the underground installation.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
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