R O W O J o O w NN -

=

Florida Senate - 2009 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. PCS (181010) for SB 1718

|V 2o+

LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: FAV
04/01/2009

The Committee on Criminal and Civil Justice Appropriations

(Crist) recommended the following:

Senate Amendment

Delete lines 103 - 693
and insert:

defendant in excess of five. Of the first 5165 $85 in
filing fees, $80 must be remitted by the clerk to the Department
of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund, $80 must

be remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the

State Courts Revenue Trust Fund, and $5 must be remitted to the

Department of Revenue for deposit into the Department of

Financial Services’ Administrative Trust Fund to fund the
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contract with the Florida Clerks of Court Operations Corporation
created in s. 28.35. The next $15 of the filing fee collected

shall be deposited in the state courts’ Mediation and
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additional filing fee of $4 shall be paid to the clerk. The
clerk shall remit $3.50 to the Department of Revenue for deposit
into the Court Education Trust Fund and shall remit 50 cents to
the Department of Revenue for deposit into the Department of
Financial Services Administrative Trust Fund to fund clerk
education. An additional filing fee of up to $18 shall be paid
by the party seeking each severance that is granted. The clerk
may impose an additional filing fee of up to $85 for all
proceedings of garnishment, attachment, replevin, and distress.
Postal charges incurred by the clerk of the circuit court in
making service by certified or registered mail on defendants or
other parties shall be paid by the party at whose instance
service is made. No additional fees, charges, or costs shall be
added to the filing fees imposed under this section, except as
authorized herein or by general law.

2.a. Notwithstanding the fees prescribed in subparagraph

1., a party instituting a civil action in circuit court for

foreclosure on residential or commercial real property secured

by a mortgage shall pay a graduated filing fee based on the

value of the claim.

b. A party shall estimate the amount in controversy of the

claim upon filing the action. The value of a foreclosure action
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for the purpose of determining the filing fee is based upon the

principal due on the note secured by the mortgage, plus interest

owed on the note at the time of filing the foreclosure, plus any

property taxes owed at the time of the filing of the

foreclosure. In its order providing for the final disposition of

the matter, the court shall identify the actual value of the

claim. The clerk shall adjust the filing fee if there is a

difference between the estimated amount in controversy and the

actual value of the claim.

c. The party shall pay a filing fee of:

(I) Two hundred and ninety-five dollars in all cases in

which the value of the claim is $50,000 or less and in which

there are not more than five defendants. The party shall pay an

additional filing fee of up to $2.50 for each defendant in

excess of five. Of the first $165 in filing fees, $80 must be

remitted by the clerk to the Department of Revenue for deposit

into the General Revenue Fund, $80 must be remitted to the

Department of Revenue for deposit into the State Courts Revenue

Trust Fund, and $5 must be remitted to the Department of Revenue

for deposit into the Department of Financial Services’

Administrative Trust Fund to fund the contract with the Florida

Clerks of Court Operations Corporation created in s. 28.35. The

next $15 of the filing fee collected shall be deposited in the

state courts’ Mediation and Arbitration Trust Fund. An

additional filing fee of $4 shall be paid to the clerk. The

clerk shall remit $3.50 to the Department of Revenue for deposit

into the Court Education Trust Fund and shall remit 50 cents to

the Department of Revenue for deposit into the Department of

Financial Services’ Administrative Trust Fund to fund clerk
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education. An additional filing fee of up to $18 shall be paid

by the party seeking each severance that is granted. The clerk

may impose an additional filing fee of up to $85 for all

proceedings of garnishment, attachment, replevin, and distress.

Postal charges incurred by the clerk of the circuit court in

making service by certified or registered mail on defendants or

other parties shall be paid by the party at whose instance

service is made. No additional fees, charges, or costs shall be

added to the filing fees imposed under this section, except as

authorized herein or by general law.

(II) One thousand dollars in all cases in which the wvalue

of the claim is more than $50,000 but less than $250,000 and in

which there are not more than five defendants. The party shall

pay an additional filing fee of up to $2.50 for each defendant

in excess of five. Of the first $865 in filing fees, $80 must be

remitted by the clerk to the Department of Revenue for deposit

into the General Revenue Fund, $780 must be remitted to the

Department of Revenue for deposit into the State Courts Revenue

Trust Fund, and $5 must be remitted to the Department of Revenue

for deposit into the Department of Financial Services’

Administrative Trust Fund to fund the contract with the Florida

Clerks of Court Operations Corporation described in s. 28.35.

The next $15 of the filing fee collected shall be deposited in

the state courts’ Mediation and Arbitration Trust Fund. An

additional filing fee of $4 shall be paid to the clerk. The

clerk shall remit $3.50 to the Department of Revenue for deposit

into the Court Education Trust Fund and shall remit 50 cents to

the Department of Revenue for deposit into the Department of

Financial Services’ Administrative Trust Fund to fund clerk
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99| education. An additional filing fee of up to $18 shall be paid

100| Dby the party seeking each severance that is granted. The clerk

101| may impose an additional filing fee of up to $85 for all

102 proceedings of garnishment, attachment, replevin, and distress.

103| Postal charges incurred by the clerk of the circuit court in

104| making service by certified or registered mail on defendants or

105 other parties shall be paid by the party at whose instance

1006 service is made. No additional fees, charges, or costs shall be

107 added to the filing fees imposed under this section, except as

108| authorized herein or by general law.

109 (ITI) Two thousand dollars in all cases in which the wvalue

110 of the claim is more than $250,000 and in which there are not

111| more than five defendants. The party shall pay an additional

112 filing fee of up to $2.50 for each defendant in excess of five.

113 Of the first $1,870 in filing fees, $80 must be remitted by the

114 clerk to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General

115| Revenue Fund, $1,785 must be remitted to the Department of

116| Revenue for deposit into the State Courts Revenue Trust Fund,

117 and $5 must be remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit

118 into the Department of Financial Services’ Administrative Trust

119 Fund to fund the contract with the Florida Clerks of Court

120| Operations Corporation created in s. 28.35. The next $15 of the

121 filing fee collected shall be deposited in the state courts’

122 Mediation and Arbitration Trust Fund. An additional filing fee
123] of $4 shall be paid to the clerk. The clerk shall remit $3.50 to

124 the Department of Revenue for deposit into the Court Education

125 Trust Fund and shall remit 50 cents to the Department of Revenue

126| for deposit into the Department of Financial Services’

127 Administrative Trust Fund to fund clerk education. An additional
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filing fee of up to $18 shall be paid by the party seeking each

severance that is granted. The clerk may impose an additional

filing fee of up to $85 for all proceedings of garnishment,

attachment, replevin, and distress. Postal charges incurred by

the clerk of the circuit court in making service by certified or

registered mail on defendants or other parties shall be paid by

the party at whose instance service is made. No additional fees,

charges, or costs shall be added to the filing fees imposed

under this section, except as authorized herein or by general

law.

(b) A party reopening any civil action, suit, or proceeding
in the circuit court shall pay to the clerk of court a filing
fee set by the clerk in an amount not to exceed $50. For
purposes of this section, a case is reopened when a case
previously reported as disposed of is resubmitted to a court and
includes petitions for modification of a final judgment of
dissolution. A party is exempt from paying the fee for any of
the following:

1. A writ of garnishment;
writ of replevin;
distress writ;
writ of attachment;

2

3

4.
5 motion for rehearing filed within 10 days;
6

b

motion for attorney’s fees filed within 30 days after
entry of a judgment or final order;

7. A motion for dismissal filed after a mediation agreement
has been filed;

8. A disposition of personal property without

administration;
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9. Any probate case prior to the discharge of a personal
representative;

10. Any guardianship pleading prior to discharge;

11. Any mental health pleading;

12. Motions to withdraw by attorneys;

13. Motions exclusively for the enforcement of child
support orders;

14. A petition for credit of child support;

15. A Notice of Intent to Relocate and any order issuing as
a result of an uncontested relocation;

16. Stipulations;

17. Responsive pleadings; or

18. Cases in which there is no initial filing fee.

(c)l. A Any party in addition to ether—tharn a party

described in subparagraph (a)l. paragraph—=)r who files a

pleading in an original civil action in circuit court for

affirmative relief by cross-claim, counterclaim,
counterpetition, or third-party complaint shall pay the clerk of
court a fee of $295. The clerk shall remit the fee to the

Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

2. A party in addition to a party described in subparagraph

(a)2. who files a pleading in an original civil action in

circuit court for affirmative relief by cross-claim,

counterclaim, counterpetition, or third-party complaint shall

pay the clerk of court a graduated fee of:

a. Two hundred and ninety-five dollars in all cases in

which the value of the pleading is $50,000 or less;

b. One thousand dollars in all cases in which the wvalue of

the pleading is more than $50,000 but less than $250,000; or
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c. Two thousand dollars in all cases in which the wvalue of

the pleading is $250,000 or more.

The clerk shall remit the fees collected under this subparagraph

to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General

Revenue Fund, except that the clerk shall remit $705 of the fee

collected under sub-subparagraph b. and $1,705 of the fee

collected under sub-subparagraph c. to the Department of Revenue

for deposit into the State Courts Revenue Trust Fund.

(d) The clerk of court shall collect a service charge of
$10 for issuing a summons. The clerk shall assess the fee
against the party seeking to have the summons issued.

Section 3. Effective January 1, 2010, section 28.241,
Florida Statutes, as amended by this act, is amended to read:

28.241 Filing fees for trial and appellate proceedings;
graduated filing fees.—

(1) (a)1l. Except as provided in subparagraph 2., the party
instituting any civil action, suit, or proceeding in the circuit
court shall pay to the clerk of that court a filing fee of up to
$295 in all cases in which there are not more than five
defendants and an additional filing fee of up to $2.50 for each
defendant in excess of five. Of the first $165 in filing fees,
$80 must be remitted by the clerk to the Department of Revenue
for deposit into the General Revenue Fund, $80 must be remitted
to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the State Courts
Revenue Trust Fund, and $5 must be remitted to the Department of
Revenue for deposit into the Department of Financial Services’
Administrative Trust Fund to fund the contract with the Florida

Clerks of Court Operations Corporation created in s. 28.35. The
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next $15 of the filing fee collected shall be deposited in the
state courts’ Mediation and Arbitration Trust Fund. An
additional filing fee of $4 shall be paid to the clerk. The
clerk shall remit $3.50 to the Department of Revenue for deposit
into the Court Education Trust Fund and shall remit 50 cents to
the Department of Revenue for deposit into the Department of
Financial Services Administrative Trust Fund to fund clerk
education. An additional filing fee of up to $18 shall be paid
by the party seeking each severance that is granted. The clerk
may impose an additional filing fee of up to $85 for all
proceedings of garnishment, attachment, replevin, and distress.
Postal charges incurred by the clerk of the circuit court in
making service by certified or registered mail on defendants or
other parties shall be paid by the party at whose instance
service is made. No additional fees, charges, or costs shall be
added to the filing fees imposed under this section, except as
authorized herein or by general law.

2.a. Notwithstanding the fees prescribed in subparagraph

1., a party instituting a civil action, suit, or proceeding in

circuit court ferfeoreelosureon residential or commereial—real

property Seecuredby amortgage shall pay a graduated filing fee

based on the wvalue of the claim if the action is:+

(I) An action seeking economic damages under a contract;

(IT) An action based on a claim of indebtedness;

(IIT) An action for foreclosure on residential or

commercial real property secured by a mortgage;

(IV) An action in which a condominium association is named

as party and which seeks economic damages;

(V) An action based on antitrust or trade regulations and
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which seeks economic damages;

(VI) An action involving business transactions and which

seeks economic damages;

(VITI) An action involving a declaratory judgment on whether

a claim is covered by an insurance policy;

(VITII) An action involving intellectual property or trade

secret rights and which seeks economic damages; or

(IX) An action for dissolution of marriage or simplified

dissolution of marriage.

b. A party shall estimate the amount in controversy of the

claim upon filing the action or other request for relief. Except

as otherwise provided, the amount in controversy for an action

shall include the amount of estimated economic damages and other

damages. The value of a foreclosure action for the purpose of
determining the filing fee is based upon the principal due on
the note secured by the mortgage, plus interest owed on the note
at the time of filing the foreclosure, plus any property taxes

owed at the time of the filing of the foreclosure. The amount in

controversy for an action for dissolution of marriage or

simplified dissolution of marriage shall be based upon the

estimated equitable distribution of assets and shall not include

child support or alimony. In its order providing for the final

disposition of the matter, the court shall identify the actual
value of the claim. The clerk shall adjust the filing fee if
there is a difference between the estimated amount in
controversy and the actual value of the claim.

c. The party shall pay a filing fee of:

(I) Two hundred and ninety-five dollars in all cases in

which the value of the claim is $50,000 or less and in which
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there are not more than five defendants. The party shall pay an
additional filing fee of up to $2.50 for each defendant in
excess of five. Of the first $165 in filing fees, $80 must be
remitted by the clerk to the Department of Revenue for deposit
into the General Revenue Fund, $80 must be remitted to the
Department of Revenue for deposit into the State Courts Revenue
Trust Fund, and $5 must be remitted to the Department of Revenue
for deposit into the Department of Financial Services’
Administrative Trust Fund to fund the contract with the Florida
Clerks of Court Operations Corporation created in s. 28.35. The
next $15 of the filing fee collected shall be deposited in the
state courts’ Mediation and Arbitration Trust Fund. An
additional filing fee of $4 shall be paid to the clerk. The
clerk shall remit $3.50 to the Department of Revenue for deposit
into the Court Education Trust Fund and shall remit 50 cents to
the Department of Revenue for deposit into the Department of
Financial Services’ Administrative Trust Fund to fund clerk
education. An additional filing fee of up to $18 shall be paid
by the party seeking each severance that is granted. The clerk
may impose an additional filing fee of up to $85 for all
proceedings of garnishment, attachment, replevin, and distress.
Postal charges incurred by the clerk of the circuit court in
making service by certified or registered mail on defendants or
other parties shall be paid by the party at whose instance
service is made. No additional fees, charges, or costs shall be
added to the filing fees imposed under this section, except as
authorized herein or by general law.

(IT) One thousand dollars in all cases in which the wvalue

of the claim is more than $50,000 but less than $250,000 and in
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which there are not more than five defendants. The party shall
pay an additional filing fee of up to $2.50 for each defendant
in excess of five. Of the first $865 in filing fees, $80 must be
remitted by the clerk to the Department of Revenue for deposit
into the General Revenue Fund, $780 must be remitted to the
Department of Revenue for deposit into the State Courts Revenue
Trust Fund, and $5 must be remitted to the Department of Revenue
for deposit into the Department of Financial Services’
Administrative Trust Fund to fund the contract with the Florida
Clerks of Court Operations Corporation described in s. 28.35.
The next $15 of the filing fee collected shall be deposited in
the state courts’ Mediation and Arbitration Trust Fund. An
additional filing fee of $4 shall be paid to the clerk. The
clerk shall remit $3.50 to the Department of Revenue for deposit
into the Court Education Trust Fund and shall remit 50 cents to
the Department of Revenue for deposit into the Department of
Financial Services’ Administrative Trust Fund to fund clerk
education. An additional filing fee of up to $18 shall be paid
by the party seeking each severance that is granted. The clerk
may impose an additional filing fee of up to $85 for all
proceedings of garnishment, attachment, replevin, and distress.
Postal charges incurred by the clerk of the circuit court in
making service by certified or registered mail on defendants or
other parties shall be paid by the party at whose instance
service is made. No additional fees, charges, or costs shall be
added to the filing fees imposed under this section, except as
authorized herein or by general law.

(IIT) Two thousand dollars in all cases in which the wvalue

of the claim is more than $250,000 and in which there are not
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more than five defendants. The party shall pay an additional
filing fee of up to $2.50 for each defendant in excess of five.
Of the first $1,870 in filing fees, $80 must be remitted by the
clerk to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General
Revenue Fund, $1,785 must be remitted to the Department of
Revenue for deposit into the State Courts Revenue Trust Fund,
and $5 must be remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit
into the Department of Financial Services’ Administrative Trust
Fund to fund the contract with the Florida Clerks of Court
Operations Corporation created in s. 28.35. The next $15 of the
filing fee collected shall be deposited in the state courts’
Mediation and Arbitration Trust Fund. An additional filing fee
of $4 shall be paid to the clerk. The clerk shall remit $3.50 to
the Department of Revenue for deposit into the Court Education
Trust Fund and shall remit 50 cents to the Department of Revenue
for deposit into the Department of Financial Services’
Administrative Trust Fund to fund clerk education. An additional
filing fee of up to $18 shall be paid by the party seeking each
severance that is granted. The clerk may impose an additional
filing fee of up to $85 for all proceedings of garnishment,
attachment, replevin, and distress. Postal charges incurred by
the clerk of the circuit court in making service by certified or
registered mail on defendants or other parties shall be paid by
the party at whose instance service is made. No additional fees,
charges, or costs shall be added to the filing fees imposed
under this section, except as authorized herein or by general
law.

(b) A party reopening any civil action, suit, or proceeding

in the circuit court shall pay to the clerk of court a filing
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fee set by the clerk in an amount not to exceed $50. For
purposes of this section, a case is reopened when a case
previously reported as disposed of is resubmitted to a court and
includes petitions for modification of a final judgment of
dissolution. A party is exempt from paying the fee for any of
the following:

1. A writ of garnishment;
writ of replevin;
distress writ;
writ of attachment;

2

3

4.
5 motion for rehearing filed within 10 days;
6

e A

motion for attorney’s fees filed within 30 days after
entry of a judgment or final order;

7. A motion for dismissal filed after a mediation agreement
has been filed;

8. A disposition of personal property without
administration;

9. Any probate case prior to the discharge of a personal
representative;

10. Any guardianship pleading prior to discharge;

11. Any mental health pleading;

12. Motions to withdraw by attorneys;

13. Motions exclusively for the enforcement of child
support orders;

14. A petition for credit of child support;

15. A Notice of Intent to Relocate and any order issuing as
a result of an uncontested relocation;

16. Stipulations;

17. Responsive pleadings; or
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18. Cases in which there is no initial filing fee.

(c)l. A party in addition to a party described in
subparagraph (a)l. who files a pleading in an original civil
action in circuit court for affirmative relief by cross-claim,
counterclaim, counterpetition, or third-party complaint shall
pay the clerk of court a fee of $295. The clerk shall remit the
fee to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General
Revenue Fund.

2. A party in addition to a party described in subparagraph
(a)2. who files a pleading in an original civil action in
circuit court for affirmative relief by cross-claim,
counterclaim, counterpetition, or third-party complaint shall
pay the clerk of court a graduated fee of:

a. Two hundred and ninety-five dollars in all cases in
which the value of the pleading is $50,000 or less;

b. One thousand dollars in all cases in which the wvalue of
the pleading is more than $50,000 but less than $250,000; or

c. Two thousand dollars in all cases in which the value of

the pleading is $250,000 or more.

The clerk shall remit the fees collected under this subparagraph
to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General
Revenue Fund, except that the clerk shall remit $705 of the fee
collected under sub-subparagraph b. and $1,705 of the fee
collected under sub-subparagraph c. to the Department of Revenue
for deposit into the State Courts Revenue Trust Fund.

(d) The clerk of court shall collect a service charge of
$10 for issuing a summons. The clerk shall assess the fee

against the party seeking to have the summons issued.
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(2) Upon the institution of any appellate proceeding from
any lower court to the circuit court of any such county,
including appeals filed by a county or municipality as provided
in s. 34.041(5), or from the circuit court to an appellate court
of the state, the clerk shall charge and collect from the party
or parties instituting such appellate proceedings a filing fee
not to exceed $280 for filing a notice of appeal from the county
court to the circuit court and, in addition to the filing fee
required under s. 25.241 or s. 35.22, $100 for filing a notice
of appeal from the circuit court to the district court of appeal
or to the Supreme Court. If the party is determined to be
indigent, the clerk shall defer payment of the fee. The clerk
shall remit the first $80 to the Department of Revenue for
deposit into the General Revenue Fund. One-third of the fee
collected by the clerk in excess of $80 also shall be remitted
to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the Clerks of the
Court Trust Fund.

(3) A filing fee may not be imposed upon a party for
responding by pleading, motion, or other paper to a civil or
criminal action, suit, proceeding, or appeal in a circuit court.

(4) The fees prescribed in this section do not include the
service charges required by law for the clerk as provided in s.
28.24 or by other sections of the Florida Statutes. Filing fees
authorized by this section may not be added to any civil penalty
imposed by chapter 316 or chapter 318.

(5) Filing fees for the institution or reopening of any
civil action, suit, or proceeding in county court shall be
charged and collected as provided in s. 34.041.

(6) From each attorney appearing pro hac vice, the clerk of
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the circuit court shall collect a fee of $100 for deposit into
the General Revenue Fund.

Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 34.041, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

34.041 Filing fees.—

(1) (2a) Upon the institution of any civil action, suit, or
proceeding in county court, the party shall pay the following

filing fee, not to exceed:

1. For all claims less than $100......0tiiiiiiineeeennn. $50.
2. For all claims of $100 or more but not more

150 21 o S 0 $75.
3. For all claims of more than $500 but not more than

S 1 $170
4. For all claims of more than $2,500........... ... $295.
5. In addition, for all proceedings of garnishment,

attachment, replevin, and disStressS....cu ittt tneeneeneenns $85.
6. For removal of tenant action................... $180 $265.

(b) The first $80 of the filing fee collected under
subparagraph (a)4. shall be remitted to the Department of
Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund. The next $15
of the filing fee collected under subparagraph (a)4., and the
first $15 of each filing fee collected under subparagraph (a)e6.,
shall be deposited in the state courts’ Mediation and
Arbitration Trust Fund. One-third of any filing fees collected
by the clerk under this section in excess of the first $95
collected under subparagraph (a)4. shall be remitted to the
Department of Revenue for deposit into the Department of Revenue
Clerks of the Court Trust Fund. An additional filing fee of $4
shall be paid to the clerk. The clerk shall transfer $3.50 to
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the Department of Revenue for deposit into the Court Education
Trust Fund and shall transfer 50 cents to the Department of
Revenue for deposit into the Department of Financial Services’
Administrative Trust Fund to fund clerk education. Postal
charges incurred by the clerk of the county court in making
service by mail on defendants or other parties shall be paid by
the party at whose instance service is made. Except as provided
herein, filing fees and service charges for performing duties of
the clerk relating to the county court shall be as provided in
ss. 28.24 and 28.241. Except as otherwise provided herein, all
filing fees shall be retained as fee income of the office of the
clerk of circuit court. Filing fees imposed by this section may
not be added to any penalty imposed by chapter 316 or chapter
318.

(c) A Any party in addition to ether—than a party described

in paragraph (a) who files a pleading in an original civil
action in the county court for affirmative relief by cross-

claim, counterclaim, counterpetition, or third-party complaint,

or who files a notice of cross-appeal or notice of joinder or
motion to intervene as an appellant, cross-appellant, or
petitioner, shall pay the clerk of court a fee of $295 if the
relief sought by the party under this paragraph exceeds $2,500.
This fee does shadd not apply if where the cross-claim,

counterclaim, counterpetition, or third-party complaint requires

transfer of the case from county to circuit court. The clerk
shall remit the fee to the Department of Revenue for deposit
into the General Revenue Fund.

(d) The clerk of court shall collect a service charge of

$10 for issuing a summons. The clerk shall assess the fee
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against the party seeking to have the summons issued.

Section 5. Subsection (1) of section 318.15, Florida
Statutes, as amended by section 2 of chapter 2009-6, Laws of
Florida, is amended to read:

318.15 Failure to comply with civil penalty or to appear;
penalty.—

(1) (a) If a person fails to comply with the civil penalties
provided in s. 318.18 within the time period specified in s.
318.14(4), fails to attend driver improvement school, or fails
to appear at a scheduled hearing, the clerk of the court shall
notify the Division of Driver Licenses of the Department of
Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles of such failure within 10 days
after such failure. Upon receipt of such notice, the department
shall immediately issue an order suspending the driver’s license
and privilege to drive of such person effective 20 days after
the date the order of suspension is mailed in accordance with s.
322.251(1), (2), and (6). Any such suspension of the driving
privilege which has not been reinstated, including a similar
suspension imposed outside Florida, shall remain on the records
of the department for a period of 7 years from the date imposed
and shall be removed from the records after the expiration of 7
years from the date it is imposed.

(b) However, a person who elects to attend driver
improvement school and has paid the civil penalty as provided in
s. 318.14(9), but who subsequently fails to attend the driver
improvement school within the time specified by the court shall
be deemed to have admitted the infraction and shall be
adjudicated guilty. In such a case in which there was an 18

percent reduction pursuant to s. 318.14(9) as it existed before
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February 1, 2009 prier—te—the effeetive dateof thisaet, the

person must pay the clerk of the court that amount and a
processing fee of up to $18, after which no additional
penalties, court costs, or surcharges shall be imposed for the

violation. In all other such cases, the person must pay the

clerk a processing fee of up to $18, after which no additional

penalties, court costs, or surcharges shall be imposed for the

violation. The clerk of the court shall notify the department of
the person’s failure to attend driver improvement school and
points shall be assessed pursuant to s. 322.27.

Section 6. Section 497.2765, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

497.2765 Recording purchase of burial rights.—

(1) Any person purchasing a burial right, belowground
crypt, grave space, mausoleum, columbarium, ossuary, Or

scattering garden for the interment, entombment, inurnment, or

other disposition of human remains shall may,—at—theperson’s
optieny permanently record the purchase of the burial right,
belowground crypt, grave space, mausoleum, columbarium, ossuary,
or scattering garden with the clerk of the court in the county
where the burial right, belowground crypt, grave space,
mausoleum, columbarium, ossuary, or scattering garden 1is
located. The recordation pursuant to this section is for the
purpose of public notification and for the purpose of
establishing a permanent record in the official records of the
county; however, it does not create any priority of interest or
ownership.

(2) The clerk of the court shall record the evidence of the

purchase of a burial right, belowground crypt, grave space,
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mausoleum, columbarium, ossuary, or scattering garden presented

to him or her for recording upon payment of a fee of $20 +he

therwise—provided—Pby—Iaw for the recording of

o Xz o~ ol o vy el
oo LT vV O \SEEe =T o O

each £he purchase document deeuments in the official records.
The recording fee shall be deposited into the Public Records

Modernization Trust Fund and may be used for the purposes
specified in s. 28.24(12) (e)1l.

Section 7. Each clerk of court shall implement an

electronic filing process. The purpose of the electronic filing

process is to reduce judicial costs in the office of the clerk

and the judiciary, increase timeliness in the processing of

cases, and provide the judiciary with case-related information

to allow for improved judicial case management. The Legislature

requests that, no later than July 1, 2009, the Supreme Court set

statewide standards for electronic filing to be used by the

clerks of court to implement electronic filing. The standards

should specify the required information for the duties of the

clerks of court and the judiciary for case management. The

clerks of court shall begin implementation no later than October

1, 2009. The Florida Clerks of Court Operations Corporation

shall report to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of

the House of Representatives by March 1, 2010, on the status of

implementing electronic filing. The report shall include the

detailed status of each clerk office’s implementation of an

electronic filing process, and for those clerks who have not

fully implemented electronic filing by March 1, 2010, a

description of the additional steps needed and a projected

timeline for full implementation. Revenues provided to counties

and the clerk of court under s. 28.24(12) (e), Florida Statutes,
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for information technology may also be used to implement

electronic filing processes.

Section 8. Notwithstanding s. 28.36, Florida Statutes, the

statewide budget cap for the clerks of court is $451,380,312 for
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