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I. Summary: 

The bill creates the Capital Collateral Regional Counsel Trust Fund. The purpose of the fund is 

to support the activities of the capital collateral regional counsels. The source of funds to be 

deposited is the reimbursement by the federal government when the capital collateral regional 

counsels provide representation to death row inmates in federal court. The fiscal impact of the 

bill is an estimated reduction of $250,000 from general revenue and a like increase to the newly 

created Capital Collateral Regional Counsel Trust Fund. 

 

This bill substantially amends s. 27.702, F.S., and creates an unnumbered section of the Florida 

Statutes. 

II. Present Situation: 

There are two capital collateral regional counsels in Florida and they are appropriated funds from 

general revenue to provide capital collateral representation to Florida’s death row inmates. The 

current appropriation to the capital collateral regional counsels is $6.9 million and 73 FTEs. 
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III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

Section1 creates the Capital Collateral Regional Counsel Trust Fund for the purpose of funding 

the activities of the capital collateral regional counsels. Per s. 19(f) (2), Article III of the State 

Constitution, the trust fund will terminate on July 1, 2013.  

 

Section 2 amends s. 27.702, F.S., to direct the deposit of payments received from the federal 

government for the capital collateral regional counsels representation of death row inmates in 

federal court to the Capital Collateral Regional Counsel Trust Fund. 

 

Section 3 provides for an effective date of July 1, 2009. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

The bill creates a new trust fund and provides for its termination pursuant to the State 

Constitution and a 3/5s approval by the Legislature. 

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

None. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

It is estimated that the federal government reimbursement for federal representation to 

death row inmates to the state is $250,000 per year. The bill would redirect these funds 

from general revenue to the new trust fund. This would mean a loss to general revenue by 

that amount and an increase to the trust fund by that amount. 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 
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VII. Related Issues: 

None.  

VIII. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Substantial Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

CS by Criminal and Civil Justice Appropriations Committee on April 1, 2009: 

 

 The bill creates the Capital Collateral Regional Counsel Trust Fund. 

 The bill amends section 27.702, F.S., to re-directs federal reimbursement for the 

capital collateral regional counsels representation of death row inmates in federal 

court from general revenue to the Capital Collateral Regional Counsel Trust Fund. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 


