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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to tax collections, sales, and liens;
amending ss. 197.102, 197.122, 197.123, 197.162,
197.172, 197.182, 197.222, 197.2301, 197.322, 197.332,
197.343, 197.344, 197.3635, 197.373, 197.402, 197.403,
197.413, 197.414, 197.4155, 197.416, 197.417, 197.432,
197.4325, 197.442, 197.443, 197.462, 197.472, 197.473,
197.482, 197.492, 197.502, 197.542, 197.552, and
197.582, F.S.; revising, updating, and consolidating
provisions of chapter 197, F.S., relating to
definitions, tax collectors, lien of taxes, returns
and assessments, unpaid or omitted taxes, discounts,
interest rates, Department of Revenue
responsibilities, tax bills, judicial sales,
prepayment of taxes, assessment rolls, duties of tax
collectors, tax notices, delinquent taxes,
lienholders, special assessments, non-ad valorem
assessments, tax payments, distribution of taxes,
advertisements of property with delinquent taxes,
attachment, delinquent personal property taxes, sales
of property, tax certificates, tax deeds, and tax
sales; creating s. 197.146, F.S.; authorizing tax
collectors to issue certificates of correction to tax
rolls and outstanding delinquent taxes for
uncollectable personal property accounts; requiring
the tax collector to notify the property appraiser;
providing construction; creating ss. 197.2421 and
197.2423, F.S., renumbering and amending ss. 197.253,
197.303, and 197.3071, F.S., and amending ss. 197.243,
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197.252, 197.254, 197.262, 197.263, 197.272, 197.282,
197.292, 197.301, and 197.312, F.S.; revising,
updating, and consolidating provisions of chapter 197,
F.S., relating to deferral of tax payments for real
property, homestead property, recreational and
commercial working waterfront property, and affordable
rental property; creating s. 197.4725, F.S.; providing
authorization and requirements for purchase of county-
held tax certificates; specifying required amounts to
be paid; providing for fees; providing for electronic
services; amending ss. 192.0105, 194.011, and 194.013,
F.S.; correcting cross-references; repealing s.
197.202, F.S., relating to destruction of 20-year-old
tax receipts; repealing s. 197.242, F.S., relating to
a short title; repealing ss. 197.304, 197.3041,
197.3042, 197.3043, 197.3044, 197.3045, 197.304¢,
197.3047, 197.307, 197.3072, 197.3073, 197.3074,
197.3075, 197.3076, 197.3077, 197.3078, and 197.3079,
F.S., relating to deferrals of tax payments; repealing
s. 197.433, F.S., relating to duplicate certificates;

providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 197.102, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to
read:

197.102 Definitions.—As used in this chapter, the following
definitions apply, unless the context clearly requires

otherwise:

Page 2 of 79

CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87

CODING: Words striekern are deletions;

Florida Senate - 2009 SB 2190

24-00716-09 20092190

7

(1) “Department,” unless otherwise specified, means the
Department of Revenue.

(2) “Omitted taxes” means those taxes which have not been
extended on the tax roll against a parcel of property after the
property has been placed upon the list of lands available for
taxes pursuant to s. 197.502.

(3) “Proxy bidding” means a method of bidding by which a

bidder authorizes an agent, whether an individual or an

electronic agent, to place bids on his or her behalf.

(4) “Random number generator” means a computational device

designed to generate a sequence of numbers that lack any pattern

and is used to resolve a tie when multiple bidders have bid the

same lowest amount by assigning a number to each of the tied

bidders and randomly determining which one of those numbers is

the winner.

(5)43>r “Tax certificate” means a paper or electronic legal

document, representing unpaid delinquent real property taxes,
non-ad valorem assessments, including special assessments,
interest, and related costs and charges, issued in accordance
with this chapter against a specific parcel of real property and
becoming a first lien thereon, superior to all other liens,
except as provided by s. 197.573(2).

(6)+4 “Tax notice” means the paper or electronic tax bill

sent to taxpayers for payment of any taxes or special

assessments collected pursuant to this chapter, or the bill sent

to taxpayers for payment of the total of ad valorem taxes and

non-ad valorem assessments collected pursuant to s. 197.3632.
(7)45>r “Tax receipt” means the paid tax notice.

(8)46)> “Tax rolls” and “assessment rolls” are synonymous
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and mean the rolls prepared by the property appraiser pursuant
to chapter 193 and certified pursuant to s. 193.122.

(9)4H However, when a local government uses the method set

forth in s. 197.3632, the following definitions shall apply:

(a) “Ad valorem tax roll” means the roll prepared by the
property appraiser and certified to the tax collector for
collection.

(b) “Non-ad valorem assessment roll” means a roll prepared
by a local government and certified to the tax collector for
collection.

Section 2. Section 197.122, Florida Statutes, 1is amended to
read:

197.122 Lien of taxes; datesy+ application.—

(1) All taxes imposed pursuant to the State Constitution
and laws of this state shall be a first lien, superior to all
other liens, on any property against which the taxes have been
assessed and shall continue in full force from January 1 of the

year the taxes were levied until discharged by payment or until

barred under chapter 95. If Al persenal propertytax—tiens—+Ee

£h tent—that the property to which the lien applies cannot be
located in the county or fe—thk tent—+that the sale of the

property is insufficient to pay all delinquent taxes, interest,

fees, and costs due, a personal property tax lien shall apply ke

+Hens against all other personal property of the taxpayer in the

county. However, a lien sweh—tiens against other personal

property does skhatdt not apply against swek property that whieh

no o1 o +h~ny N~
o oo T S i e =

D

4
T

H-

has been soldy+ and is sueh

shatt—Pe subordinate to any valid prior or subsequent liens

A\

against such other property. An Ne act of omission or commission
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117 on the part of a amy property appraiser, tax collector, board of
118 county commissioners, clerk of the circuit court, or county
119 comptroller, or their deputies or assistants, or newspaper in

120| which an &y advertisement of sale may be published does not

121 shattl—eoperate—+te defeat the payment of taxes, interest, fees,

122 and costs due and+—butanvyactsof omission or commission may be
Y

123 corrected at any time by the effieer—o¥ party responsible fer
124 £hem in the same d4ke manner as provided by law for performing
125 acts in the first place.y—an& When so corrected, they shall be
126| considered eemstrwved—as valid ab initio and do not

3
[ S R o I

H-

~ 1
TIor T

the

[0)]

B

+
C

tHh

127 way affect amyprecess by lawfor +th Aforeem

H

T >4

128 collection of the amy tax. All owners of property are shatt—be
129 held to know that taxes are due and payable annually and are

130 responsible for eharged—with the dutyeof ascertaining the amount

131 of current and delinquent taxes and paying them before April 1
132 of the year following the year in which taxes are assessed. A Ne
133 sale or conveyance of real or personal property for nonpayment

134 of taxes may not shkhatd be held invalid except upon proof that:

135 (a) The property was not subject to taxation;

136 (b) The taxes were had—been palid before the sale of
137 personal property; or

138 (c) The real property was had—lbeen redeemed before

139 recording +hk evtion—and—deltivery—of a deed based upon a

140 certificate issued for nonpayment of taxes.

141 (2) A lien created through the sale of a tax certificate
142 may not be foreclosed or enforced in any manner except as

143| prescribed in this chapter.

144 (3) A property appraiser shall may—a+se correct a material

145| mistake of fact relating to an essential condition of the
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146 subject property to reduce an assessment that +Ff—+e—de——se

147 requires only the exercise of judgment as to the effect of the
ey

148 mistake of fact on the assessed or taxable value ef—+that mistal

149 offaet.

150 (a) As used in this subsection, the term “an essential

151 condition of the subject property” means a—<characteristieof+th

152 stbteet—pareel—inetudingonty:

153 1. Environmental restrictions, zoning restrictions, or
154 restrictions on permissible use;

155 2. Acreage;

156 3. Wetlands or other environmental lands that are or have
157| Dbeen restricted in use because of sweh environmental features;
158 4. Access to usable land;

159 5. Any characteristic of the subject parcel which

160 charaeteristie, in the property appraiser's opinion, caused the

161l appraisal to be clearly erroneous; or

162 6. Depreciation of the property that was based on a latent
163 defect of the property which existed but was not readily

164 discernible by inspection on January 1, but not depreciation
165| =xesuwtting from any other cause.

166 (b) The material mistake of fact must may be corrected by
167 the property appraiser, in the same d4ke manner as provided by
168 law for performing the act in the first place, eadty within 1

169 year after the approval of the tax roll pursuant to s. 193.1142,
170 and, if whem—se corrected, #he—aet becomes valid ab initio and

T

171 does not affect i+ reo—wayr affects any proecess

172 Aforeement—of the collection of the amy tax. If the suveh—=

sz 1 ¢
Y o row Lt OT

173 correction results in a refund of taxes paid on the basis of an

174 erroneous assessment included eentained on the current year's
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175 tax roll for years beginning January 1, 1999, or later, the

176| property appraiser—at—his—eorher options may request £hat the

177 department to pass upon the refund request pursuant to s.
178 197.182 or may submit the correction and refund order directly

179 to the tax collector fer—aetien 1n accordance with the notice

180| provisions of s. 197.182(2). Corrections to tax rolls for prior
181 years which wewdd result in refunds must be made pursuant to s.
182 197.182.

183 Section 3. Section 197.123, Florida Statutes, is amended to
184 read:
185 197.123 Eerreeting Erroneous returns; notification of

186| property appraiser.—If a amy tax collector has reason to believe

187 that a amy taxpayer has filed an erroneous or incomplete

188 statement of her or his personal property or has not disclosed

189 returned—the—futl—amount—o+f all of her or his property subject
190 to taxation, the collector shall notify the property appraiser

191 of the erroneous or incomplete statement.

192 Section 4. Section 197.146, Florida Statutes, 1is created to
193 read:
194 197.146 Uncollectable personal property taxes; correction

195 of tax roll.—A tax collector who determines that a tangible

196| personal property account is uncollectable may issue a

197 certificate of correction for the current tax roll and any

198 outstanding delinquent taxes. The tax collector shall notify the

199| property appraiser that the account is invalid, and the

200 assessment shall not be certified for a future tax roll. An

201 uncollectable account includes, but is not limited to, an

202 account on property that was originally assessed but cannot be

203 found to seize and sell for the payment of taxes and includes
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other personal property of the owner as authorized by s.
197.413(8) and (9).

Section 5. Section 197.162, Florida Statutes, 1is amended to

read:
197.162 Tax discount payment periods Biseeountss—amount—and
Hme.—

(1) For ©m all taxes assessed on the county tax rolls and
collected by the county tax collector, discounts for payments

made prior to delinquency eartypayment—thereeof shall be at the

rate of 4 percent in the month of November or at any time within
30 days after the mailing of the original tax notice; 3 percent
in the following month of December; 2 percent in the following
month of January; 1 percent in the following month of February;
and zero percent in the following month of March or within 30
days prior to the date of delinquency if the date of delinguency
is after April 1.

(2) If Wher a taxpayer makes a request to have the original

tax notice corrected, the discount rate for early payment

applicable at the time of the request for—eorrectionis—mad
shall apply for 30 days after the mailing of the corrected tax

notice.

(3) A discount rate shalt—eapptyat—+therate of 4 percent

shall apply for 30 days after the mailing of a tax notice

resulting from the action of a value adjustment board.

Thereafter, the regular discount periods shall apply.

(4) If the Feor—the purpeoses—of this secetion—when o

discount period ends on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday,

the discount period, including the zero-percent period, shall be

extended to the next working day, if payment is delivered to the
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& designated collection office of the tax collector.
and (4) of section 197.172,

Section 6. Subsections (2)

Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
197.172 Interest rate; calculation and minimum.—

(2) The maximum rate of interest on a tax certificate shall
be 18 percent per year; however, a tax certificate shall not
bear interest nor shall the mandatory charge as provided by s.
197.472(2) be levied during the 60-day period of time from the

date of delinquency, except the 3 percent mandatory charge under

subsection (1l). Ne—tax—ecertificate soldbefore Mareh 23+—3952;
P SN I T NN N PN I O I NE Y NPT S NP N - ~NP N I B = mandat Ay o~ o oy NN T I |
[S5J N I & Ny S Ly L& e T TTC [ T 1 [S5J N I & Ny S CTT J.I.lLA.J.J.\ALA.L_,\JJ__Y J.J.(.A.J_\j T LJJ_\J [ S oL
sz 107 A9 (DY 1 <z PN o ooy £ + RN S NS N = r ~h oy
J\J_Y =] == 7 X 7 \ / Ly - oL 1T [ . CTT T TTC - [ A J.J.(_A.J_\j
Braosrzr daA EENE IR oot o+ + o £ oot £ AN A e ol g o~
LJJ_\J [ S oL T - _LJ.J., LJL_, T R CTITTOWO CTr [ S WP S S T =] L/I.LJ\JJ.J. WITT T
+ manaat Nz o~ e ENPEECNE Y T I P N S T Y 107 A7 (DN alh~11 <z

CTT J.I.lLA.J.J.\ALA.L_,\JJ__Y J.J.(_A.J_\j T LJJ_\J [ = oL J\J_Y =] == 7 X 7 \ / [S5J N I & Ny S TTTT

[0)]

4) Interest shall be calculated Exeept—asprovided—in

PRI oA+ Adofararnd ~oczmarnt L o oot £ AN A
W LT CTT - \juJ_\A (R A\ - [ S — LJLA._YJ.I.[ J N A CTr = C 1T 1T 1T L& Sy w k.),
Tt~ 1N N LA B - T VO E NSNS +haa ~hhaet N AT ]
i N N N Wy - o O (R T L 1= CO A\ LJL/I.J_k.)L/I.LA.J.J.L., (R CIT 1O J.J.LA.LJL., - o LTI T 1 T
ecteuvtatedmonthly from the first day of each month.
Section 7. Subsections (1), (2), and (3) of section

197.182, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

197.182 Department of Revenue to pass upon and order
refunds.—

(1) (a) Except as provided in paragraphs paragraph (b), (c),
and (d), the department shall pass upon and order refunds when

payment of taxes assessed on the county tax rolls has been made
voluntarily or involuntarily under any of the following
circumstances:

1. When an overpayment has been made.
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262 2. When a payment has been made when no tax was due.
263 3. When a bona fide controversy exists between the tax

264 collector and the taxpayer as to the liability of the taxpayer
265 for the payment of the tax claimed to be due, the taxpayer pays
266 the amount claimed by the tax collector to be due, and it is
267 finally adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction that the
268 taxpayer was not liable for the payment of the tax or any part
269 thereof.

270 4. When a payment has been made in error by a taxpayer to
271 the tax collector, if, within 24 months of the date of the

272 erroneous payment and prior to any transfer of the assessed

273| property to a third party for consideration, the party seeking a
274 refund makes demand for reimbursement of the erroneous payment
275 upon the owner of the property on which the taxes were

276| erroneously paid and reimbursement of the erroneous payment is
277 not received within 45 days after such demand. The demand for
278 reimbursement shall be sent by certified mail, return receipt
279 requested, and a copy thereof shall be sent to the tax

280 collector. If the payment was made in error by the taxpayer

281 because of an error in the tax notice sent to the taxpayer,

282 refund must be made as provided in paragraph (d) subparcgroph
283 Abr2.

284 5. When any payment has been made for tax certificates that

285 are subsequently corrected or are subsequently determined to be
286| wvoid under s. 197.443.

287 (b) Z=—Fhese Refunds that have been ordered by a court and
288 £hese refunds that do not result from changes made in the

289| assessed value on a tax roll certified to the tax collector

290 shall be made directly by the tax collector without order from
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the department and shall be made from undistributed funds
without approval of the various taxing authorities.

(c) Overpayments in the amount of $10 $5 or less may be
retained by the tax collector unless a written claim for a
refund is received from the taxpayer. Overpayments over 510 $5

resulting from taxpayer error, if determined within 24 months

+ 1 Az IR £ 07
CTIT e _Y [ 1 OO A\ 1T

r-tatiern, shall axe—+e be automatically

P
refunded to the taxpayer. Such refunds do not require approval
from the department.

(d) 2= If When a payment has been made in error by a

taxpayer teo—the—tax—eettecter because of an error in the tax

notice sent to the taxpayer, refund must be made directly by the
tax collector and does not require approval from the department.
At the request of the taxpayer, the amount paid in error may be
applied by the tax collector to the taxes for which the taxpayer
is aetwatdtsy liable.

(e)+4e> Claims for refunds shall be made in accordance with

the rules of the department. A Ne refund may not shald be
granted unless a claim for the refund is made &herefer within 4

years after ef January 1 of the tax year for which the taxes
were paid.

(f)+ey- Upon receipt of the department's written denial of a
£he refund, the tax collector shall issue the denial in writing
to the taxpayer.

(g)+e> If funds are available from current receipts and,

subject to subsection (3) and—+f a refund is approved, the

taxpayer shall is—entitted+o receive a refund within 100 days
after a claim for refund is made, unless the tax collector,

property appraiser, or department states good cause for
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remitting the refund after that date. The times stated in this
paragraph and paragraphs (h) «%- through (1) +59 are directory
and may be extended by a maximum of an additional 60 days if

good cause 1s stated.

(h)4#&H- If the taxpayer contacts the property appraiser
first, the property appraiser shall refer the taxpayer to the
tax collector.

(i)+4e> If a correction to the roll by the property
appraiser is required as a condition for the refund, the tax
collector shall, within 30 days, advise the property appraiser
of the taxpayer's application for a refund and forward the
application to the property appraiser.

(J) A+ The property appraiser has 30 days after receipt of
the form from the tax collector to correct the roll if a
correction is permissible by law. By the end of After the 30-day
period 36—4days, the property appraiser shall immediatetsy advise

the tax collector in writing whether or not the roll has been

corrected, stating the reasons why the roll was corrected or not
corrected.

(k)-8 If the refund requires +s—net

P +h ot ~
Tt cricrtc T

q
@

a3 v~ ot 1~y ey + o o
|\ g T cCO—To P OOy —Ctt TTE

or—whieh an order

1z o
Ty ot

from the department +s—reguired, the tax collector shall forward
the claim for refund to the department upon receipt of the
correction from the property appraiser or 30 days after the
claim for refund, whichever occurs first. This provision does
not apply to corrections resulting in refunds of less than
$2,500 $468, which the tax collector shall make directly+
without order from the department+—and from undistributed funds+
aRrd—may—rmake without approval of the various taxing authorities.
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(1) The department shall approve or deny all refunds

within 30 days after receiving a frem—thetax—ecotieccteor—th

claim for refund from the tax collector, unless good cause is

stated for delaying the approval or denial beyond that date.

(m)-Ha- Subject to and after meeting the requirements of s.

194.171 and this section, an action to contest a denial of

refund must may—nret be brought within dtater—+than 60 days after

the date the tax collector mails 4ssuwes the denial to the

g~
LA 7 3= m O o s o

A

PR 3 oot
| — o A\ J.I.IL/L_L_L, A

;

+ annt Iz o~ o
T O STt oY T CcT

Hh

I
TTChO

taxpayersy

H

.
| - AT OOT 1T 1

£
_Y -

qr

e £
- -

)]
qr
H
j

+ o
CTr

-
T

H
H
.

A\

(n)43> In computing any time period under this section, if

wher the last day of the period is a Saturday, Sunday, or legal

holiday, the period is £e—be extended to the next working day.
(2)4&r If When the department orders a refund, the
department 4% shall forward a copy of its order to the tax

collector who shall £hern determine the pro rata share due by

each taxing authority. The tax collector shall make the refund

from undistributed funds held for that taxing authority and

shall identify such refund as a reduction in the next

distribution. If there are insufficient undistributed funds for

the refund, the tax collector shall notify the taxing authority

3 ) o amA A~ £ 4+ +
of the shortfall. The taxing authority shall: and rtify—+to—+h
corrntsz + 1 PRI S B SR 1 booard e PACEE AN B I NN B I R TS S 4+

T k.,_y I CTIT |\ N D WS S | =] T J\J\JL/LJ_\A, (& T TITO T T 1= _LLJL/L_L_L L_,_Y I (&> R w CTIT
aoszornt ~e~x W< £ N sz r o~y Ao s N + RSN PN N N NN NI £
\ju J_J.J._LJ.J.\j J\J\J\A_Y g (& T CTr _LJ.J.\j |\ N D WS S L_,, CTIT i S - LJJ_\J O CTr [ 3 N & g =] g
TP ST PR + roanoar £ 4 ST PR B Aot + ST PR
A% ) T J_\/I.J.J.\A, CTIT - o ITT 1= CTIT - J_\/I.J.J.\A, (&> R w CTIT A\ & ny w CTIT - [E SRR I i W )
oo A~ ey dorn oyt
WO Ay ) oL J\J_Y CTIT oL LJL/LJ_ CTIT ITC

(Ih) M boaxrd £ oot 7 ~era s oo g A Ao + PRI S BN S ]
NN T IT 0TI g \J\/I.J.J.L_,_Y UTIHIT 1O WO T OUTT J_k.), CTIT o O T | =] T O
boaxrd e PACEE AN B I NN B I R TS S 4+ gosrexrnit e Iha s £ e £ sz 3oy
J\J\JL/LJ_\A, (& T TITOT T 1= _LLJL/L_L_L L_,_Y 12 & R w ) CTIT \ju J_J.J._LJ.J.\j J\J\J\A_Y . (& T CTr _LJ.J.\j
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PR RPN S N S NP lh IESEQUeN, | + N o £+ Aot mearnt 3 1
|\ I D W S C o LI T 1 \JJ.I.ILJ_L_Y W LT CTT T A - A - T A\ N LJ(_A.J_ CTITT T C i T

1 Dt o + + o callact vy + ol o Faan £~

Ju _—y [ WL U R W R N N S i Ar) CTIT CTr oL | SPR y Ry Ty - EER W AW 1 1 UTIT

nda ot vt~ £ A 14 £y +1 4+ + o ney At Ao b ez o+ +

|0 N A B N H SIS J WP SN ER N U R W) A\ E SR W I i W W) T R w S S N CITIITT T CTr _LJ.J.\j jnw L.,J.J.\JJ__LL.,_Y J\J_Y CTIT CTr
ecollectors

(a) 2= Authorize the tax collector to make refund and

forward to the tax collector its pro rata share of the refund
from currently budgeted funds, if available; or
(b)3= Notify the tax collector that the taxing authority

does not have funds currently available and provide for the

payment of the refund in its budget for the ensuing year funds

naszmant £ + 1 e A
c— O T Tt TCTrortt.

(3) A refund ordered by the department pursuant to this
section shall be made by the tax collector in one aggregate
amount composed of all the pro rata shares of the several taxing
authorities concerned, except that a partial refund is allowed
when one or more of the taxing authorities concerned do not have
funds currently available to pay their pro rata shares of the
refund and this would cause an unreasonable delay in the total
refund. A statement by the tax collector explaining the refund
shall accompany the refund payment. When taxes become delinquent
as a result of a refund pursuant to subparagraph (1) (a)4. or

(1) (d) subparagraph—t)rtb+2-, the tax collector shall

notify the property owner that the taxes have become delinquent

paragraph

and that a tax certificate will be sold if the taxes are not
paid within 30 days after the date of delinguency.
(1), (3), and (5)

are amended to read:

Section 8. Subsections of section
197.222, Florida Statutes,

197.222 Prepayment of estimated tax by installment method.—
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(1) Taxes collected pursuant to this chapter may be prepaid

in installments as provided in this section. A taxpayer may

elect to prepay by installments for each tax notice for with

taxes estimated to be more than $100. A taxpayer who elects to

prepay £axes shall make payments based upon an estimated tax

equal to the actual taxes levied upon the subject property in

the prior year. To prepay by installments, the Sweh taxpayer

shall complete and file an application for each tax notice £e

prepay——sueh taxes by itnastattment with the tax collector on or
before April 30 prier—+teMay—=+ of the year in which the taxpayer
elects to prepay the taxes indnstollments pursuvant—te+this
PNE n Th S~ 2 o~ o n k=17 m A n fFAarrme e o a sz +

=] CTTUTT o I LA.LJLJ_L_L O TTUTT [S5J N I & Ny S Ly T IT [ SN g ) ) =A%) LJ_L_L oL J\J_Y CTT
doepraxrtmant o o~z A L + Eoasermaszar Ihsz 4+ £ collaoact

o LJLA.J_ CTIT ITC (& R w LJJ_\J [ = oL R CTT CTr LJLA._Y - J\J_Y CTT CTr |\ (SR

After submission of an initial application, a taxpayer 1is shat+
not be required to submit additional annual applications as long

as he or she continues to elect to prepay taxes in installments

pursuant—te—thisseetien. However, if in any year the taxpayer
does not so elect, reapplication is shad+t+—Pbe required for a
subsequent election #e—de—se. Installment payments shall be made
according to the following schedule:

(a) The first payment of one-quarter of the total amount of

estimated taxes due must shaltd be made by met—Idater—+than June 30

of the year in which the taxes are assessed. A 6-percent
discount applied against the amount of the installment shall be
granted for such payment. The tax collector may accept a late
payment of the first installment through July 31, and the uwnder
thisporaogrophwithin 30 daysafter June305——suweh late payment

must be accompanied by a penalty of 5 percent of the amount of

the installment due.
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(b) The second payment of one-quarter of the total amount

of estimated taxes must ewe—shatdt be made by met—Jdater—than
September 30 of the year in which the taxes are assessed. A 4.5-
percent discount applied against the amount of the installment
shall be granted for such payment.

(c) The third payment of one-quarter of the total amount of
estimated taxes due, plus one-half of any adjustment made

pursuant to a determination of actual tax liability, must shatt

be made by met—3ater—than December 31 of the year in which taxes
are assessed. A 3-percent discount applied against the amount of
the installment shall be granted for such payment.

(d) The fourth payment of one-quarter of the total amount
of estimated taxes due, plus one-half of any adjustment made

pursuant to a determination of actual tax liability, must shatt

be made by met—3ater—than March 31 following the year in which
taxes are assessed. A Ne discount may not shad+ be granted for

such payment.

etien,—when an installment

(e) If Fer—purpeses—of—this—S
due date falls on a Saturday, Sunday, the due

date for the installment is shadtd—be the next working day, if

or legal holiday,

the installment payment is delivered to a designated collection
office of the tax collector. Taxpayers making such payment shall
be entitled to the applicable discount rate authorized in this
section.

(3) Upon receiving a taxpayer's application for

participation in the prepayment installment plan, and the—+tax

mat ]l AN A Fomandt £ +
1= 1= C UL C

T

IENE
p e

Q
qr

i ]
| e Ry

QD

N
T

[OF
|__I
B
«p

oo
T

§o}

J
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those taxpayers who participated in the prepayment installment

plan fe¥ the previous year and who are not required to reapply,

the tax collector shall s

end, in the same manner as desc

ribed in

s. 197.322(3),

a quarterly statement with the discount rates

provided in this section according to the payment schedule

provided by the department thestatement—shall be maited by —Jun
™Mara e~ 1 £ vt At £+ + £ 1 1o PN vy o~z
J_/\/I.J__LJ.J.\j CIT L 11O O TITOTTCTIT CITIITT T CIT CTr [ S N S Ju \JLJ T R S N LJL/L TTT T

+ o o + + o a1 P PN SR SN NI B B U s B + EIENE O NENE T NE N
g CTr k.)’ CTIT CTr |\ SR [S5J N I & Ny S 3 § & Ry S R CTT CTr LJL/L -
I SN S NN SR 00 SN A o oo+ S N1 £ + PPN IR AN IR 2P IR NP SIS N AN
o C T T TTT ITC WITT T O LTI WO CTIT L% 5 B N W i A W) g CTT - J.I.lL/L_LJ.J._LJ.J.\j [ S N YD J WP @5 N e ) 4 ITC
avuzment o+ I ma A RN o SN N B PN S H- NN £ + A2 it AN
LJL/L TTT TTCTWO R Ly [ aw = C = L/LLJLJ_L_L T 1T UTT L CIT A Lo AW i i e [ S & ay [=J
rosza A 2 o ot A h f 1 |
providedan—+this——seetions The postage or cost of electronic

mailing shall be paid out
upon statement thereof by
(3)

of the general fund of the cou

the tax collector.

nty,

Notice of the right to prepay taxes pursuant to this

section shall be provided with the notice of taxes. The Sueh

notice shall inform the taxpayer of the right to prepay taxes in

installments, ameé that application forms can be obtained from

and sha

~11 PR
i S — CTr T

the tax collector,

necessary 1f the taxpayer

c
installment plan for the previous

+h

S that reapplication is
participated in the prepayment

year. The application

IENEN 12N

shall be provided by

CTIT

a rmoarnt S o 11 ENEE| a
A= (57211 Ny o i S & 5 8 A o > e e s 3315 gu mpn mp wp v 5

s

EENEN
M

not

forms

by the

tax collector to those taxpayers requesting an application.

Section 9. Subsectio
Florida Statutes,

197.2301 Payment of

are ame

CODING: Words striekern are deletions;

(3) (9)

nded to read:

ns and of section 197.2

taxes prior to certified roll
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494| procedure.—
495 (3) Immediately upon receipt of the property appraiser's

496 certification under subsection (2), the tax collector shall

(
497| publish a notice eause—+teo—Pbepublished in a newspaper of general

498 circulation in the county ard—shattl prominently postat—+th

499 covrthouse—deoor—a—neotice that the tax roll will not be certified

500 for collection before p¥rier—+e January 1 and that payments of

501 estimated taxes may be made willt beallewed by £hese taxpayers

502 who submit +ender payment to the collector on or before December
503 31.

504 (9) After the discount has been applied to the estimated
505 taxes paid and it is determined that an underpayment or

506 overpayment kas occurred—the—foltowing shall appty:

507 (a) If the amount of underpayment er—everpayment is 510 S5
508 or less, £hern no additional billing er—refund 1s required except

509 as determined by the tax collector.

510 (b) If the amount of overpayment is more than $10 $5, the
511 tax collector shall immediately refund to the person who paid
512 the estimated tax the amount of overpayment. Department ef

513| Rewvenwe approval 1is shadd not be required for such £he refund ef
514| everpayment—made pursuant—tethis subseetion.

515 Section 10. Section 197.2421, Florida Statutes, 1s created
516 to read:

517 197.2421 Property tax deferral.—

518 (1) When a property owner applies for a property tax

519| deferral and meets the criteria established in this chapter, the

520 tax collector shall approve the deferral of such ad valorem

521 taxes and non-ad valorem assessments as 1is allowed under this

522 chapter.
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(2) Authorized property tax deferral programs are:

(a) Homestead tax deferral.

(b) Recreational and commercial working waterfront

deferral.

(c) Affordable rental housing deferral.

(3) Ad valorem taxes, non-ad valorem assessments, and

interest deferred pursuant to this chapter shall constitute a

prior lien and shall attach to the property in the same manner

as other tax liens. Deferred taxes, assessments, and interest,

however, shall be due, payable, and delinquent as provided in

this chapter.

Section 11. Section 197.2423, Florida Statutes, 1s created
to read:

197.2423 Application for property tax deferral;

determination of approval or denial by tax collector.—

(1) A property owner is responsible for submitting an

annual application for tax deferral with the county tax

collector on or before March 31 following the year in which the

taxes and non-ad valorem assessments are assessed.

(2) Each applicant shall demonstrate compliance with the

requirements of this section.

(3) The application for deferral shall be made upon a form

provided by the tax collector. The tax collector may require the

applicant to submit other evidence and documentation deemed

necessary in considering the application. The application form

shall advise the applicant:

(a) Of the manner in which interest is computed.

(b) Of the conditions needed to be met for approval.

(c) Of the conditions under which deferred taxes,
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552 assessments, and interest become due, payable, and delinquent.

553 (d) That all deferrals pursuant to this section constitute

554 a lien on the applicant's property.

555 (4) Each application shall include a list of all

556 outstanding liens on the property and the current value of each
557 lien.

558 (5) Each applicant shall furnish proof of fire and extended

559 coverage insurance in an amount at least equal to the total of

560 all outstanding liens, including a lien for deferred taxes, non-

561 ad valorem assessments, and interest with a loss payable clause

562 to the tax collector.

563 (6) The tax collector shall consider each annual

564 application for a tax deferral within 45 days after the

565 application is filed or as soon as practicable thereafter. The

566 tax collector shall exercise reasonable discretion based upon

567 applicable information available under this section. A tax

568 collector who finds that the applicant is entitled to the tax

569| deferral shall approve the application and maintain the deferral

570 records until the tax lien 1s satisfied.

571 (7) For approved deferrals, the date used in determining

572 taxes due, net of discounts for early payment as provided in s.

573 197.162, is the date the tax collector received the application

574 for tax deferral.

575 (8) The tax collector shall notify the property appraiser

576 in writing of those parcels for which taxes have been deferred.

577 (9) A tax deferral may not be granted if:

578 (a) The total amount of deferred taxes, non-ad valorem

579 assessments, and interest, plus the total amount of all other

580 unsatisfied liens on the property, exceeds 85 percent of the
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Section 13. Section 197.243, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

197.243 Definitions relating to homestead property tax
deferral Aet.—

(1) “Household” means a person or group of persons living
together in a room or group of rooms as a housing unit, but the
term does not include persons boarding in or renting a portion
of the dwelling.

(2) “Income” means the “adjusted gross income,” as defined
in s. 62 of the United States Internal Revenue Code, of all
members of a household.

Section 14. Section 197.252, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

197.252 Homestead tax deferral.—

(1) Any person who is entitled to claim homestead tax
exemption under the provisions of s. 196.031(1) may apply eteet
to defer payment of a portion of the combined total of the ad
valorem taxes and amy non-ad valorem assessments whiech—woutdbe
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FSSessmenrts—are—assessed. Any applicant who is entitled to
receive the homestead tax exemption but has waived it for any

reason shall furnish—with +the opptication for tax deferrals; a
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784 (2) The board of county commissioners of any county or the

785 governing authority of any £ke municipality may adopt an by

786| ordinance to may authorize the deferral of ad valorem taxation

B
4]
He

787 and non-ad valorem assessments for reereationatl and com
788| werkingwaterfront properties described in subsection (1).

789 (3) The ordinance shall designate the percentage or amount
790 of the deferral and the type and location of the werking

791 | woaterfrent property and,—inetucing—the—type—ofpubltictodging
792 | estoblishments for which deferrals mavy be granted—which may
793 inelude anyv property meeting the provisieons—o
794 | whiech property may require the property be—further reguired to
795| be located within a particular geographic area or areas of the

R |
T T

=

33

796 county or municipality. For working waterfront properties, the

797 ordinance may include the type of public lodging establishments,

798| which may include property meeting the requirements of s.
799 342.07(2), that would qualify.

800 (4) The ordinance must specify that such deferrals apply

801 only to taxes or assessments levied by the unit of government

802 granting the deferral. However, a deferral may not be granted

803 for thedeferralsdonot aoppty—however—+to taxes or nen—-ad

804 yateorem assessments defiped—an—-s—I397-3632t+{ levied for the

805 payment of bonds or for e taxes authorized by a vote of the
806 electors pursuant to s. 9(b) or s. 12, Art. VII of the State
807| Constitution.

808 (5) The ordinance must specify that any deferral granted
809| remains in effect regardless of any change in the authority of
810 the county or municipality to grant the deferral. In order to

811 retain the deferral, hewewery the use and ownership of the
812| property as—a—weorkingwaterfront must remain as it was when the
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deferral was granted for be—maintained—over the period in fex
which the deferral remains is—granted.

(6) (a) If an application for deferral is granted on

property that is located in a community redevelopment area, the
amount of taxes eligible for deferral shall be limited redueed,
as provided for in paragraph (b), if:

1. The community redevelopment agency has previously issued
instruments of indebtedness that are secured by increment
revenues on deposit in the community redevelopment trust fund;
and

2. Those instruments of indebtedness are associated with
the real property applying for the deferral.

(b) If the provisions of paragraph (a) apply, the £ax
deferral may shatd—set apply only to the am amount of taxes in
excess of egwat—te the amount that must be deposited into the
community redevelopment trust fund by the entity granting the
deferral based upon the taxable value of the property upon which
the deferral is being granted. Once all instruments of
indebtedness that existed at the time the deferral was
originally granted are no longer outstanding or have otherwise
been defeased, the provisions of this paragraph shall no longer
apply.

(c) If a portion of the taxes on a property were not

eligible for deferral as provided in beeacuseof the provisiens

ef paragraph (b), the community redevelopment agency shall
notify the property owner and the tax collector 1 year before
the debt instruments that prevented said taxes from being
deferred are no longer outstanding or otherwise defeased.

(d) The tax collector shall notify a community
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842 redevelopment agency of any tax deferral that has been granted
843| on property located within the community redevelopment area of
844 that agency.
845 (e) Issuance of debt obligation after the date a deferral
846| has been granted shall not reduce the amount of taxes eligible
847 for deferral.
848 Section 16. Section 197.3071, Florida Statutes, 1is
849 renumbered as section 197.2526, Florida Statutes, and amended to
850 read:
851 197.2526 #94-36+4+ Eligibility for tax deferral for

852 affordable rental housing property.—The tax deferral authorized

853| Dby this section is applicable only on a pro rata basis to the ad
854| wvalorem taxes levied on residential units within a property
855| which meet the following conditions:

856 (1) Units for which the monthly rent along with taxes,
857 insurance, and utilities does not exceed 30 percent of the

858| median adjusted gross annual income as defined in s. 420.0004
859| for the households described in subsection (2).

860 (2) Units that are occupied by extremely-low-income

861 persons, very-low-income persons, low-income persons, Or

862| moderate-income persons as these terms are defined in s.

863 420.0004.

864 Section 17. Section 197.254, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
865 to read:

866 197.254 Annual notification to taxpayer.—

867 (1) The tax collector shall notify the taxpayer of each

868 parcel appearing on the real property assessment roll of the

869 right to defer payment of taxes and non-ad valorem assessments

11
T

870 and interest. purswant—+tess—397- 242107 312 Sveh noticesh
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interest at a rate equal to the semiannually compounded rate of
0.5 percent plus the average yield to maturity of the long-term
fixed-income portion of the Florida Retirement System
investments as of the end of the quarter preceding the date of
the sale of the deferred payment tax certificates; however, the
interest rate may not exceed 7 8<% percent.

Section 19. Section 197.263, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

197.263 Change in ownership or use of property.—

(1) If Fa—+th wvert—that there is a change in use or

ownership of tax-deferred property such that the owner is no

I3 m
It

He
D

longer eligible for the tax deferral granted emtitted +teo—-

EeaNEn| M q o~ L 104
| [ aw [ - == T e

[(®)

2
=

H

=,
or the owner suehpersen fails to maintain the required fire and
extended insurance coverage, the total amount of deferred taxes
and interest for all prewviews years shall be due and payable
November 1 of the year in which the change im—wse occurs or on
the date failure to maintain insurance occurs and shall be
delinquent on April 1 of the year following the year in which
the change in use or failure to maintain insurance occurs.

However, if the change in ownership is to a surviving spouse and

the spouse is eligible to maintain the tax deferral on such

property, the surviving spouse may continue the deferment of
previously deferred taxes and interest pursuant to this chapter.
(D) T + szt o+ 1o o Al 1 DI L ANNE Sl SN IR +
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(2) 43> Whenever the property appraiser discovers that there

has been a change in the ownership or use of property which has

been granted a tax deferral, the property appraiser shall notify

the tax collector in writing of the date such change occurs, and

the tax collector shall collect any taxes, assessments, and

EINP RN
1T =3 ITC

H-

interest due exr—4

(3)44> During any year in which the total amount of

deferred taxes, interest, and all other unsatisfied liens on the

homestead exceeds 85 percent of the just assessed value of the

homestead, the tax collector shall immediately notify the owner

£ + 1 iz n el g o~ £ PN NP B TN SR NE NP SR NN T =N n A~frannA
. CTIT J_L_,_Y Ay AR T CTr =3 & R w T TTC - [ TTTT L T oL - i . oL

Sron
MEYY

that the portion of taxes and interest which exceeds 85 percent
of the just assessed value of the homestead shall be due and

payable within 30 days after ef—sreceipt—-of

the notice 1is sent.
Failure to pay the amount due shall cause the total amount of
deferred taxes and interest to become delinquent.

(4) 45> Each year,

on which taxes and interest have been deferred shall submit to

all

upon notification, each owner of property

the tax collector a list of, and the current wvalue of,
outstanding liens on the owner's homestead. Failure to respond
to this notification within 30 days shall cause the total amount

of deferred taxes and interest to become payable within 30 days.

(5)+46r If Fa—th wvert deferred taxes become delinquent

o + ~ ~ EE SN SNE Tiin 1 a1l earga e~ 4+ Ao+
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the tax collector shall sell a tax

certificate for the delingquent taxes and interest in the manner
197.432.
Section 197.272,

provided by s.

Section 20. Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

197.272 Prepayment of deferred taxes.—

> All or part of the deferred taxes and accrued interest

may at any time be paid to the tax collector. Any payment that

is less than the total amount due may not apply to a portion of

and interest. by+

a full year's deferred taxes, assessments,
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Section 21. Section 197.282, Florida Statutes, i1is amended

197.282 Distribution of payments.—When any deferred taxes,

assessments, or interest is collected, the tax collector shall

maintain a record of the payment—settingforth o deseription—-of
+1h PN Ntz A A Y PR £ 4+ o o EESEEE IR S NE NP & RPN B BT SN B =N
CTIT LJJ_\JLJ — (&> R CTIT L% 5 B AN W i A W) . CTr =] A\ T TTC - [ |\ | oL 1=

sweh—property. The tax collector shall distribute payments
received in accordance with the procedures for distribution of
non-ad valorem assessments,

ad valorem taxes, or redemption

moneys as prescribed in this chapter.
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Section 22. Section 197.292, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

197.292 Construction.—Nothing in this chapter aet shall be
construed to prevent the collection of personal property taxes

(1) Become a lien against tax-deferred property;s+

(2) Defer payment of special assessments to benefited
property other than those specifically allowed to be deferred;+
or

(3) Affect any provision of any mortgage or other
instrument relating to property requiring a person to pay ad
valorem taxes or non-ad valorem assessments.

Section 23. Section 197.301, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

197.301 Penalties.—

(1) The following penalties shall be imposed on any person
who willfully files information required under s. 197.252 or s.
197.263 which is incorrect:

(a) The Swekh person shall pay the total amount of deferred

taxes, non-ad valorem assessments, and interest deferred, which

amount shall immediately become due.s
(b) The Sweh person shall be disqualified from filing a
homestead tax deferral application for the next 3 years.;——anea
(c) The Sweh person shall pay a penalty of 25 percent of
the total amount of deferred taxes, non-ad valorem assessments,
and interest deferred.

(2) Any person against whom the penalties prescribed in
this section have been imposed may appeal the penalties imposed

to the value adjustment board within 30 days after said
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penalties are imposed.

Section 24. Section 197.312, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

197.312 Payment by mortgagee.—If any mortgagee elects shalt
eleet to pay the taxes when an applicant qualifies for tax
deferral, #£khern such election does shaltd not give the mortgagee

the right to foreclose.

Section 25. Section 197.322, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

197.322 Delivery of ad valorem tax and non-ad valorem
assessment rolls; notice of taxes; publication and mail.—

(1) The property appraiser shall deliver to the tax
collector the certified assessment roll along with his or her
warrant and recapitulation sheet.

(2) The tax collector shall on November 1, or as soon as
the assessment roll is open for collection, publish a notice in
a local newspaper that the tax roll is open for collection.

(3) Within 20 working days after receipt of the certified
ad valorem tax roll and the non-ad valorem assessment rolls, the

tax collector shall send med+t to each taxpayer appearing on such

sa+d rolls, whose pest—effiee address is known to him or her, a

tax notice stating the amount of current taxes due, from—the

tastpayer—and—3+Ff applicable—the facet +that back taxes remain
wRpatd—andadvising—the taxpayer—eof +the discounts allowed for

early payment, and a notice that delinquent taxes are

outstanding, if applicable. Pursuant to s. 197.3632, the form of

the notice of non-ad valorem assessments and notice of ad
valorem taxes shall be as provided in s. 197.3635 and no other

form shall be used, notwithstanding the provisions of s.
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1045 195.022. The tax collector may send such notice electronically

1046| or by postal mail. Electronic transmission of tax notices may be

1047 sent earlier but shall not be sent later than the postal mailing

1048 of the notices. If the notice of taxes is sent electronically

1049 and is returned as undeliverable, a second notice may be sent

1050 through postal mail but the original electronic mailing is the

1051 official mailing for purpose of this section. No discount period

1052 shall be extended due to a tax bill being returned

1053 electronically or through postal mail. The postage or cost of

1054 electronic mailing shall be paid out of the general fund of each

1055 local governing board, upon statement £hereef by the tax
1056 collector.

1057 Section 26. Section 197.332, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
1058 to read:

1059 197.332 Duties of tax collectors; branch offices.—

1060 (1) The tax collector has the authority and obligation to

1061 collect all taxes as shown on the tax roll by the date of
1062| delinguency or to collect delinquent taxes, interest, and costs,
1063| by sale of tax certificates on real property and by seizure and

1064 sale of personal property. The tax collector may perform such

1065 duties by use of contracted services or products or by

1066 electronic means. The use of contracted services, products, or

1067 vendors in no way diminishes the responsibility or liability of

1068 the tax collector to perform such duties according to law. The

1069 tax collector may shalt—beallewed—+te collect reasonable
1070 attorney's fees and court costs in actions on proceedings to
1071 recover delinguent taxes, interest, and costs.

1072 (2) A county tax collector may establish one or more branch

1073 offices by acquiring title to real property or by lease
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agreement and staff and equip such branch offices,

195.087(2),

subject to

annual budget approval pursuant to s. to perform

expressed state duties on behalf of the Department of Revenue

and as agent of the Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles pursuant to ss. 195.002 and 195.087,
320, 322, and 379.
Section 197.343,

this chapter, and

chapters 319,

Section 27. Florida Statutes, 1s amended

to read:
197.343 Tax notices; additional notice required.-—

(1) An additional tax notice shall be sent, electronically

or by postal mail, maited by April 30 to each taxpayer whose

payment has not been received. The notice shall include a

description of the property and a statement that if the taxes

are not paid:

(a) For real property, a tax certificate may be sold.

the property may be

(b) For tangible personal property,
K
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(2)43> When the taxes under s.

193.481 on subsurface rights

have become delinquent and a tax certificate is to be sold under
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1103 this chapter, a—rnetice—of the delingueney Shattbegivenr by
1104 first—-classmaitl—to—the owner of +theF to—whiceh—thes
1105 stbsurfaocerights are ottached—Onthe dovof the +tax——sater the
1106 fee owner shall have the right to purchase the tax certificate

1107 at the maximum rate of interest provided by law before bids are
1108| accepted for the sale of such certificate.

1109 (3)+44> The tax collector shall mail such additional notices
1110 as he or she considers proper and necessary or as may be

1111 required by reasonable rules of the department.

1112 Section 28. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 197.344,
1113 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1114 197.344 Lienholders; receipt of notices and delinguent

1115 taxes.—

1116 (1) When requested in writing, a tax notice shall be sent

1117 maited according to the following procedures:

1118 (a) Upon request by any taxpayer aged 60 or over, the tax
1119 collector shall send mai+ the tax notice to a third party

1120 designated by the taxpayer. A duplicate copy of the notice shall
1121| be sent maided to the taxpayer.

1122 (b) Upon request by a mortgagee stating that the mortgagee
1123 is the trustee of an escrow account for ad valorem taxes due on
1124 the property, the tax notice shall be sent mailted to such

1125| trustee. When the original tax notice is sent maited to such
1126 trustee, the tax collector shall send maid+ a duplicate notice to

1127 the owner of the property with the additional statement that the
1128 original has been sent to the trustee.

1129 (c) Upon request by a vendee of an unrecorded or recorded
1130 contract for deed, the tax collector shall send mai+ a duplicate

1131 notice to such vendee.
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1132
1133 The tax collector may establish cutoff dates, periods for
1134| wupdating the 1list, and any other reasonable requirements to

1135 ensure that the tax notices are sent mailted to the proper party

1136 on time. Notices may be sent electronically or by postal mail.

1137 (2) On or before May 1 of each year, the holder or

1138 mortgagee of an unsatisfied mortgage, lienholder, or vendee

1139| under a contract for deed, upon filing with the tax collector a
1140 description of property +ame so encumbered and paying a service
1141 charge of $2, may request and receive information concerning any
1142 delinquent taxes appearing on the current tax roll and

1143 certificates issued on the described property dand. Upon receipt
1144 of such request, the tax collector shall furnish the following

1145 information within 60 days following the tax certificate sale:

1146 (a) The description of property on which certificates were
1147 sold.

1148 (b) The number of each certificate issued and to whom.
1149 (c) The face amount of each certificate.

1150 (d) The cost for redemption of each certificate.

1151 Section 29. Section 197.3635, Florida Statutes, 1s amended

1152 to read:

1153 197.3635 Combined notice of ad valorem taxes and non-ad
1154 valorem assessments; requirements.—A form for the combined

1155 notice of ad valorem taxes and non-ad valorem assessments shall
1156| be produced and paid for by the tax collector. The form shall
1157| meet the requirements of this section and department rules and
1158 shall be subject to approval by the department. By rule the
1159| department shall provide a format for the form of such combined

1160 notice. The form shall meet the following regquirements:
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(1) It shall contain the title “Notice of Ad Valorem Taxes

4

and Non-ad Valorem Assessments.” It shall also contain a receipt

part that can be returned along with the payment to the tax

collector.
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(2)43> Within the ad valorem part, it shall contain the

heading “Ad Valorem Taxes.” Within the non-ad valorem assessment
part, it shall contain the heading “Non-ad Valorem Assessments.”

(3)44)> It shall contain the county name,

the assessment

year, the mailing address of the tax collector, the mailing

address of one property owner, the legal description of the
property to at least 25 characters, and the unique parcel or tax
identification number of the property.

(4)+45> It shall provide for the labeled disclosure of the
total amount of combined levies and the total discounted amount
due each month when paid in advance.

(5)46)+ It shall provide a field or portion on the front of

the notice for official use for data to reflect codes useful to
the tax collector.

(6)++H- The combined notice shall be set in type which is 8
points or larger.

(7)48)+ The ad valorem part shall contain the following:

(a) A schedule of the assessed value, exempted value, and
taxable value of the property.

(b) Subheadings for columns listing taxing authorities,
corresponding millage rates expressed in dollars and cents per

$1,000 of taxable wvalue, and the associated tax.
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(c) Taxing authorities listed in the same sequence and
manner as listed on the notice required by s. 200.069(4) (a),
with the exception that independent special districts, municipal
service taxing districts, and voted debt service millages for
each taxing authority shall be listed separately. If a county
has too many municipal service taxing units to list separately,
it shall combine them to disclose the total number of such units
and the amount of taxes levied.

(8)4% Within the non-ad valorem assessment part, it shall
contain the following:

(a) Subheadings for columns listing the levying
authorities, corresponding assessment rates expressed in dollars
and cents per unit of assessment, and the associated assessment
amount.

(b) The purpose of the assessment, if the purpose is not
clearly indicated by the name of the levying authority.

(c) A listing of the levying authorities in the same order
as in the ad valorem part to the extent practicable. If a county
has too many municipal service benefit units to list separately,
it shall combine them by function.

(9)+4+6+ It shall provide instructions and useful
information to the taxpayer. Such information and instructions
shall be nontechnical to minimize confusion. The information and
instructions required by this section shall be provided by
department rule and shall include:

(a) Procedures to be followed when the property has been
sold or conveyed.

(b) Instruction as to mailing the remittance and receipt

along with a brief disclosure of the availability of discounts.
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(c) Notification about delinquency and interest for
delinquent payment.

(d) Notification that failure to pay the amounts due will
result in a tax certificate being issued against the property.

(e) A brief statement outlining the responsibility of the
tax collector, the property appraiser, and the taxing
authorities. This statement shall be accompanied by directions
as to which office to contact for particular questions or
problems.

Section 30. Subsections (2) and (4) of section 197.373,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

197.373 Payment of portion of taxes.—

(2) The request must be made at least 45 +5 days prior to
the tax certificate sale.

(4) This section does not apply to assessments and

collections made pursuant to £heprovisiens—ef s. 192.037 or
when taxes have been paid.

Section 31. Subsections (1) and (3) of section 197.402,

Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
197.402 Advertisement of real or personal property with

delinquent taxes.—

(1) If WhereverJegat advertisements are required, the

board of county commissioners shall select the newspaper as

provided in chapter 50. The effiee—-wof +the tax collector shall
pay all newspaper charges, and the proportionate cost of the
advertisements shall be added to the delinquent taxes when—they
are collected.

(3) Except as provided in s. 197.432(4), on or before June
1 or the 60th day after the date of delinquency, whichever is
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1248 later, the tax collector shall advertise once each week for 3
1249| weeks and shall sell tax certificates on all real property

1250 having with delinquent taxes. If the deadline falls on a

1251 Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, it is extended to the next

1252| working day. The tax collector shall make a list of such

1253| properties in the same order in which the property was J‘ands

1254 were assessed, specifying the amount due on each parcel,
1255 including interest at the rate of 18 percent per year from the
1256 date of delinquency to the date of sale; the cost of

1257 advertising; and the expense of sale.

1258 Section 32. Section 197.403, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
1259 to read:
1260 197.403 Publtisher +to furnish copy of advertisementto+o

1261| eetdteeters+ Proof of publications—fees.—The newspaper publishing
1262 the notice of a tax sale shall furnish +ransmit by mait a Ccopy
1263| of the paper containing each notice to the tax collector within
1264 10 days after the last required publication. When the

1265| publication of the tax sale notice is completed as—previdedby
1266 +aw, the publisher shall make an affidavit, +n—+the form

1267| preseribed by the departments which shall be delivered to the
1268 tax collector and annexed to the report of certificates sold for
1269 taxes as provided by s. 197.432(8).

1270 Section 33. Subsections (5) and (10) of section 197.413,

1271 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1272 197.413 Delinquent personal property taxes; warrants; court
1273 order for levy and seizure of personal property; seizure; fees
1274 of tax collectors.—

1275 (5) Upon the filing of the sweh petition, the clerk of the
1276 court shall notify each delinquent taxpayer listed in the

Page 44 of 79
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2009 SB 2190

24-00716-09 20092190
1277| petition that a petition has been filed and that, upon
1278 ratification and confirmation of the petition, the tax collector
1279| 1is witd+—Pbe authorized to issue warrants and levy upon, seize,

1280 and sell so much of the taxpayer's tangible personal property as

1281 to satisfy the delinquent taxes, plus costs, interest,
1282 attorney's fees, and other charges. The Swek notice shall be

1283 given by certified mail, return receipt requested. If agreed to

1284 by the clerk of court, the tax collector may provide the

1285 notification.

1286 (10) The tax collector is entitled to a fee of $10 &2 from

1287 each delinquent taxpayer at the time delinquent taxes are

1288 collected. Fhe—+tax—ecotlector isentitted toreeceive—an

1289 adeitionat—S8 for ecach warrant—issueds

1290 Section 34. Section 197.414, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
1291 to read:

1292 197.414 Fas—eoltteetor—+to—Fkeep Record of warrants and levies

1293 on tangible personal property.—The tax collector shall keep a
1294 record of all warrants and levies made under this chapter and
1295 shall note on such record the date of payment, the amount of
1296 money, 1if any, received, and the disposition thereof made by him
1297 or her. Such record shall be known as “the tangible personal

1298| property tax warrant register.” ahd—the formthereof—shaltb

)
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weate~ The warrant register

1300 may be maintained in paper or electronic form.

1301 Section 35. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 197.4155,

1302 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1303 197.4155 Delinquent personal property taxes; inastatiment

1304 payment program.—

1305 (1) A county tax collector may implement a amn—anstatiment
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1306| payment program for the payment of delingquent personal property

1307 taxes. If implemented, the progrommustbe avaitable—upon

1308 N I I S -+ + + o callact + BN NP N [ e S P AP
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1310 ceed—$1+0080-—The tax collector shall require each taxpayer who

1311 requests to participate in the program to submit an application
1312 on a form prescribed by the tax collector which, at a minimum,
1313| must include the name, address, a description of the property
1314 subject to personal property taxes, and the amount of the

1315 personal property taxes owed by the taxpayer.

1316 (2) Within 10 days after a taxpayer who owes delinguent
1317| personal property taxes submits the required application, the
1318 tax collector may shadt+ prescribe an installment payment plan
1319 for the full payment of the +aspayer's delinquent persenat

1320| preperty taxes, including any delinguency charges, interest, and
1321 costs allowed by this chapter. The plan must be in writing and
1322| must be delivered to the taxpayer after it is prescribed. At the
1323 time the plan is developed, the tax collector may consider a
1324 taxpayer's current and anticipated future ability to pay over
1325| the time period of a potential installment payment plan. The
1326| plan must provide that if the taxpayer does not follow the

1327| payment terms or fails to timely file returns or pay current
1328 obligations after the date of the payment plan, the taxpayer
1329 shall widt+ be considered delinquent under the terms of the plan,

1330 and any unpaid balance of tax, penalty, or interest scheduled in
1331 the payment plan will be due and payable immediately. The plan
1332| must also provide that unpaid tax amounts bear interest as

1333| provided by law. In prescribing swek an installment payment

1334| plan, the tax collector may exercise flexibility as to the
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dates, amounts, and number of payments required to collect all

inqu X w by—the—+taxpayer, ex
delinquent personal property taxes owed by—thetaxpay except
o

that the plan must provide for the full satisfacti

amounts owed by the taxpayer within by—sme—tater—+than 3 years
after the due date of the first payment under the plan.

Section 36. Section 197.416, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

197.416 Continuing duty of the tax collector to collect
delinquent tax warrants; limitation of actions.—It is shadii—be
the duty of the tax collector issuing a tax warrant for the
collection of delinguent tangible personal property taxes to

continue to try fremtime +totime his eor her efforts to collect

such taxes for a—peried—of 7 years after £xem the date of the

ratification issuwaree of the warrant. After the expiration of 7

years, the warrant is widtd—be barred by this statute of

limitation—ard—reo—action may be maintained in aonyecourt. A tax
collector or his or her successor is shatd not be relieved of
accountability for collection of any taxes assessed on tangible
personal property until he or she has completely performed every
duty devolving upon the tax collector as required by law.

Section 37. Subsection (1) of section 197.417, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

197.417 Sale of personal property after seizure.—

(1) When personal property is levied upon for delinquent

taxes as provided for in s. 197.413, atdeast 35 days—before—+h
sate the tax collector shall give public notice by advertisement
of the time and place of sale of the property to be sold. The
notice shall be posted in at least two #h¥ee public places in

the county—ere—-ofwhich shaltl be ot the ecourthouser and the
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1364| property shall be sold at public auction at the location noted

1365 in the advertisement. Notice posted on the Internet qualifies as

1366 one location. The property sold shall be present if practical.

1367| When the sale is conducted electronically, a description of the

1368| property and a photograph, when practical, shall be available.

1369| At any time before the sale the owner or claimant of the
1370 property may release the property by the payment of the taxes,

1371| plus delinquent charges, interest, and costs, for which the

1372| property was liable to be sold. Faratl—eases—immediate payment

1373 forthe preoperty shaltl be reguiredr- In case such a sale is made,
1374 the tax collector shall be entitled to the same fees and charges
1375 as are allowed sheriffs upon execution sales.

1376 Section 38. Section 197.432, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
1377 to read:

1378 197.432 Sale of tax certificates for unpaid taxes.—

1379 (1) On the day and approximately at the time designated in

1380 the notice of the sale, the tax collector shall commence the

1381 sale of tax certificates on the real property £heseJdands on

1382 which taxes have not been paid, and ke—e+r——she shall continue the

1383 sale from day to day until each certificate is sold to pay the

1384 taxes, interest, costs, and charges on the parcel described in

e e dda PR R
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1386 shatt—be—dssued—+te—+theecounty- The tax collector shall offer all

1387 certificates on the property d+ards as they are listed on the tax
1388 roll assessed. The tax collector shall prescribe the manner and

1389| procedure for conducting the tax sale, including identifying

1390 valid bidding entities, reassignment of certificates prior to

1391 issuance, and the use of an outside party to assist in the

1392| performance of a sale in compliance with this section. The tax
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1393 collector may conduct the tax sale by electronic means and must

1394 comply with procedures provided in this chapter.

1395 (2) A lien created through the sale of a tax certificate
1396| may not be enforced in any manner except as prescribed in this
1397 chapter.

1398 (3) Delinquent ¥reat—preperty taxes on real property may be
1399| paid after the date of delinquency by paying the tax and all

1400 interest, costs, and charges but must be completed before the

B

1401 sale of a tax certificate efalt governmental units—du Ao

At ge—on
1402 | poreelof lond in ony one year shaotl be combined into—-on

1403| eertifieat

1404 (4) A tax certificate representing less than $250 $368 in

1405 delinquent taxes on property that has been granted a homestead
1406| exemption for the year in which the delinquent taxes were

1407 assessed may not be sold at public auction or by electronic sale
1408 as provided in subsection (1) +36) but must shad+ be issued by
1409 the tax collector to the county at the masedmum rate of interest
1410 allowed under s. 197.252(4) by—this—ehapter. The provisions of
1411 s. 197.502(3) may shadtd not be invoked if as—deng—as the

1412 homestead exemption is granted to the person who received the
1413| homestead exemption for the year in which the tax certificate
1414 was issued. However, when all such tax certificates and accrued
1415 interest hereem represent an amount of $250 $4+66 or more, the
1416| provisions of s. 197.502(3) shall be invoked.

1417 (5) Each certificate shall be issued strwek—eff to the

1418 entity pe¥rsen who will pay the taxes, interest, costs, and
1419| charges and will demand the lowest rate of interest, not in
1420 excess of the maximum rate of interest allowed by this chapter.

1421 The tax collector shall accept bids in even increments and in
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fractional interest rate bids of one-quarter of 1 percent only.

Proxy bidding is wvalid when authorized or accepted by the

The tax collector shall
When

potential buyer of the certificate.

determine the method by which bidding will take place.

there are multiple bidders offering the same lowest rate of

interest, the tax collector shall determine the method of

selecting the bidder to whom the certificate will be awarded.

Acceptable methods include, but are not limited to, bid received

first or use of a random number generator. If there is no buyer,

the certificate shall be issued to the county at the maximum
rate of interest allowed by this chapter.

(6) The tax collector may shad+ require immediate payment
of a reasonable deposit from any entity pe¥rsern who wishes to bid

for a tax certificate. The tax collector has sole discretion in

determining the deposit methods and requirements and the

apportionment of those deposits to the bidders. Any entity that

Apersen—whe fails or refuses to pay any bid made by,
behalf of,

or on

is not entitled to bid or have

the entity him—eorher

any other bid accepted or enforced except as authorized by the

tax collector uwrtit—anew deposit—of100-perecent—oftheamount
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tas—eertificates are ready Ffor idssuaneer The tax collector shall
provide notice when certificates are netifyeach person—to—whom
a—eertificate was struek off that +the eertificate 35 ready for

issuance. and Payment must be made within 48 hours after f£rem

the date mailimg of such notice or, at the tax collector's

discretion, all or any portion of the deposit placed by the

yat+—be forfeited amd—the—Pbid
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H

T

o

B

a T
=

1 = ron
<. T T

o
TLCLT

H

sz
Y

Page 50 of 79

words underlined are additions.




1451
1452
1453
1454
1455
1456
1457
1458
1459
1460
1461
1462
1463
1464
1465
1466
1467
1468
1469
1470
1471
1472
1473
1474
1475
1476
1477
1478
1479

Florida Sena

24-00716-09

issuance detivery of

te 2009 SB 2190

20092190

the certificate by the tax collector.
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(a) If

the sale has not been adjourned, the tax collector

may reoffer

the certificate for sale or issue it to the county.

(b) If

the sale has been adjourned, the tax collector may

reoffer the

certificate at a subsequent sale. Prior to the

subsequent s

ale, the parcels must be readvertised pursuant to s.

197.402(3) .
(8) The
all the cert

sale,
returned, a
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and the amou
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the number of each certificate,

m

1 _
T

T

1ist of

tax collector shall maintain records

ificates sold for taxes, showing the date of the
the name of the owner as
description of the property +arnd within the

the name of the purchaser, the interest rate bid,
nt for which sale was made. Such records may be
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lectronically and shall Fhis—tist
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ertificate may not be sold on, a +5
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ed in, property owned by any governmental unit that

haoh

whieh has become subject to taxation due to

£
L

Y

lease of the
delinquent t
provided in

taxes levied
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However, the ad valorem real property
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1480 s. 196.199(2) (b), and for which no rental payments are due under
1481 the agreement that created the leasehold or for which payments
1482 required under the original leasehold agreement have been waived
1483 or prohibited by law before January 1, 1993, must be paid by the
1484 lessee. If the taxes are unpaid, the delinquent taxes become a
1485 lien on the leasehold and may be collected and enforced under
1486 this chapter.
1487 (10) Any tax certificates that issuved—pursvant—te—this

1488 seetion—after Jonvary—+—3+9F+—whieh are void due to an error of

1489 the property appraiser, the tax collector, or the taxing or

B A - ol RO o
- \JL/I.J.J.L_,_Y |\ S S _L(_A._L, A [

1490 levying authority amy et
1491 effieiat and whiekh are subsequently canceled, or whieh are
1492 corrected, pursuant to this chapter or chapter 196, shatd: earn

H

T

1493 interest at the rate of 8 percent per year, simple interest, or
1494 the rate of interest bid at the tax certificate sale, whichever
1495 is less, calculated monthly from the date the certificate was
1496| purchased until the date the refund is ordered. Refunds made on
1497 tax certificates that are corrected or void shall be processed
1498 in accordance with the procedure set forth in s. 197.182, except

1499 that the 4-year time period provided for in s. 197.182(1) (e) s+

1500 187 3821 r+er does not apply to or bar refunds resulting from
1501 correction or cancellation of certificates and release of tax
1502| deeds as authorized herein.

1503 (11) When tax certificates are advertised for sale, the tax
1504 collector shall be entitled to a commission of 5 percent on the
1505 amount of the delinquent taxes and interest when actual sale is
15006 made. However, the tax collector is shatd not be entitled to any
1507 commission for the issuance sate of certificates made to the

1508 county until the commission is paid upon the redemption or sale
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1509| of the tax certificates. If When a tax deed is issued to the
1510 county, the tax collector may shatd not receive his or her
1511 commission for the certificates until after the property is sold

1512 and conveyed by the county.

1513 (1 2) N7 4+ o PPN S I S PN S NP I Wk LN I + ootz a1 7
A= Vi [ Y e CTr [ S WP S . T =] T oo b oL iy CTT \JL/LJ.lL.,_Y [S5J NN I & Ny S L
1514 18 sz + + a1 ot~ £ + VS LR~ T X r + 1 arnAda ~~xzAp~A
T [ S J\J_Y CTT CTr |\ SR g CTT \JL/I.J.J.L_,_Y VW IT - CTT T TATITCOO A - oL
1515 bz + PPN NI I S PN S NP RN PN leocat+tad
J\J_Y CTT [ S U S . T =] L& e [ . T L e
1516 (12Y DAl meca s & o o N I R NI NP P BN =l S
\J_\/I 7 _L_LJ.J.\.iL/I. ITC CTr =] IT - Lo g LJJ_\JLJ J_L_,_Y J.I.lLA._Y L LJLA._L\A % N -
1517 + Aot o [ N P A S 1 PN PN
CTT A\ & ay w g oL _L_LJ.l\-j_L/L T _Y AW e LJJ__L\JJ_ R CTT [ == S (& CTr
1518 ooyt £0 AN sz ~oaszamme~y 77 A~ o Azt g N~y AN~ S A
[ S WP S . T J\J_Y LJLA._Y_LJ.J.\j & Ny - A\~ L_,k_), [ aw J_L_,_LU_LLL\j J.J.(_A.J_\j U, (&7 i R )

1519| 4nterest—-
1520 (12) 444> The holder of a tax certificate may not directly,

1521 through an agent, or otherwise initiate contact with the owner

1522 of property upon which he or she holds a tax certificate to

1523 encourage or demand payment until 2 years after hev 1apsed
1524| sinee April 1 of the year of issuance of the tax certificate.
1525 (13)43+5)» Any holder of a tax certificate who, prior to the
1526 date 2 years after April 1 of the year of issuance of the tax
1527 certificate, initiates, or whose agent initiates, contact with
1528 the property owner upon which he or she holds a certificate
1529 encouraging or demanding payment may be barred by the tax

1530 collector from bidding at a tax certificate sale. Unfair or
1531| deceptive contact by the holder of a tax certificate to a

1532| property owner to obtain payment is an unfair and deceptive
1533 trade practice, as referenced in s. 501.204 (1), regardless of
1534| whether the tax certificate is redeemed. Such unfair or

1535 deceptive contact is actionable under ss. 501.2075-501.211. If
1536 the property owner later redeems the certificate in reliance on

1537 the deceptive or unfair practice, the unfair or deceptive
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CTr |\ (SR [S5J N I & Ny S - CCTrITTTT CTIT oL LJ\JU_LL_, (& R w - =] J S — CTT CTr
1568 oot £0 N T£ + oot £0 AN ENPREE 2N n A~ 27+ +
[ S WP S . T . J S CTIT [ S U S . T TTTOWO Ly T oL J S — - oL R CTT

1569 haddar + + o callactay ol o171 s £, PP SR A T
o anEpw AW § J_, CIT CTr oL U™ o LI T 1 T L_,_LJ__Y CIT A\ LJL/LJ_ CTIIT J.J.L_,, L/LJ.J.\A, \/I.LJ\JJ.J.
1570 S~~~ Ny 4 Ao b~ + ooyt £ N alh 17 1 o~~~ ~AA
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1571 ard—resetd-
1572 (1~ Tal n ~ e AN Ve A~ g 4 a AN + + a1 ot~
\ N LAETY T (& [\ auERw AW § - =] oL LJ\J&.)_LL., ) [ S N S [ - Ay CTT CTr |\ (SR
1573 a1 A Aarm e+ A e~ ] £ oot L0 N
o LI T 1T - CCT I CIT A\ LJ\JU_LL_, [P uaw - =3 i S — CIT CTr = C 1T 1T 1T L& Sy w
1574 (a)3= F£ The tax certificate sale has been adjourned, the

1575| tax collector shall readvertise the tax certificate to be

1576 resold. When the bidder's deposit is forfeited and the

1577 certificate is readvertised, the deposit shall be used to pay
1578 the advertising fees before other costs or charges are imposed.
1579| Any portion of the bidder's forfeit deposit that remains after
1580 advertising and other costs or charges have been paid shall be
1581| deposited by the tax collector into his or her official office
1582 account. If the tax collector fails to require a deposit and tax
1583| certificates are resold, the advertising charges required for
1584 the second sale shall not be added to the face value of the tax
1585| certificate.

1586 (b)2+ #F The tax certificate sale has not been adjourned,
1587 the tax collector shall cancel the previous bid pursuant to s.
1588 197.432(7) (a) aded—the—ecertificates +teo be reseotd teo+the sate 1ist
1589 | anrd—eceontinvethe sotleuntitl oll tax ecertificates aresold.

1590 Section 40. Subsection (2) of section 197.442, Florida

1591 Statutes, 1s amended to read:

1592 197.442 Tax collector not to sell certificates on land on
1593| which taxes have been paid; penalty.—

1594 (2) The office of the tax collector shall be responsible e
1595| +he—pubtisher for costs of advertising property damds on which
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the taxes have been paid, and the office of the property

appraiser shall be responsible fe—the—pubtisher for the costs of

advertising property +ames doubly assessed or assessed in error.
Section 41. Section 197.443, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:
197.443 Cancellation of weid tax certificates; correction
of tax certificatess+—preocedure.—

(1) If When a tax certificate on real property +emnds has

been sold for unpaid taxes and:

(a) The tax certificate evidencing the sale is void because
the taxes on the property d+amrds have been paid;

(b) The property was +amds—we¥re not subject to taxation at

the time of the assessment on which they were sold;

(c) The description of the property in the tax certificate
is void or has been corrected;

(d) An error of commission or omission has occurred which
invalidates the sale;

(e) The circuit court has voided the tax certificate by a
suit to cancel the tax certificate by the holder;

(f) The tax certificate is void for any other reason; or

(g) An error in assessed value has occurred for which the

tax certificate may be corrected,

the tax collector shall forward a certificate of such error to
the department and enter a memorandum of error upon the list of
certificates sold for taxes a—memorandumof such error. The

department, upon receipt of the sweh certificate, if satisfied
of the correctness of the certificate of error or upon receipt

of a court order, shall notify the tax collector, who shall
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Tax certificate corrections

or cancellations that have been ordered by a

court or that do

not result from changes made in the assessed

value on a tax roll

certified to the tax collector shall be made by the tax
collector without order from the department.
(2) The holder of a tax certificate who pays, redeems, or

causes to be corrected or to be canceled and

surrendered by any

other tax certificates, or who pays any subsequent and omitted

taxes or costs,

in connection with the foreclosure of a tax

certificate or tax deed that is—anrd—when suveh other
certificatesor sueh subseguentand omitted tastes—are void or
t d f + O oA Ntz o B o or e
Correc e Or any reason, CTIT LJ N SN N LJLA._Y_LJ.J.\j, 1 A\ J.I.l_LJ.J.\j, A
PN I IR NPV 1N PN PN S| r  + 1N P N Nl BN N N Y I N A PNE N~ I =
(.A.L/I.k.)_LJ.J.\j R Ly |\ S [ oL A (R T LT o A\ LT o O T 1 IO 1 A\ CTIT
+ r oot £ AN A P NN T I + PP R Tl AP nt A
o CTT - CTr = C 1T 1T 1 T =3 A LJLA._Y_LJ.J.\j CTIT o CTT - o LTS \-1L/I. T [y uaw §
omttted—+taxes 1s entitled to a refund ebtain—the—retwrn of the

amount paid therefeor.

(a) The county officer or taxing or levying authority that+

=T

whielh causes an error that results in the

voiding 4ssuwanee of a weid tax certificate shall be charged for

the costs of advertising incurred in the sale of a new £he tax

certificate.

(b) If Whemn the owner of a tax certificate requests that

the certificate be canceled for any reason but does not seek a

refund,

the tax collector shall cancel the tax certificate and a

refund shall not be processed. The tax collector shall require

the owner of the tax certificate to execute a written statement

that he or she is the holder of the tax certificate,

she wishes the certificate to be canceled,

not expected and is not to be made.
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(3) If When the tax certificate or a tax deed based upon
the certificate is held by an individual, the collector shall a¢
enree notify the original purchaser of the certificate or tax
deed or the subsequent holder £hereef, if known, that upon the
voluntary surrender of the certificate or deed of release of any
kis—er—her rights under the tax deed, a refund will be made of
the amount received by the governmental units for the
certificate or deed, plus $1 for the deed of release.
(4) The refund shall be made in accordance with the
197.182,

197.182 (1) (e) s+—384=

procedure set forth in s. except that the 4-year time

does

period provided for in s. 82—}

not apply to or bar refunds resulting from correction or
cancellation of certificates and release of tax deeds as
authorized in this section herein.
Section 197.462,

Section 42. Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:
197.462 Transfer of tax certificates held by individuals.—
(1) All tax certificates issued to an individual may be
transferred by—endersement at any time before they are redeemed

or a tax deed is executed +thereunder.

(D) M £ ~2 -1 A~ v A AN £ o o oot £0 N bz +
\ I LTI |\ S S [ . @ g T 1O TTT ITC . (& CTr T C 111 T J\J_Y CTT
£ P | ot~ 2o+ + Ao+ A ER VAR TR NP PN I TN BN B I e
CTr |\ SR W I CTT CTT A\ &y w & R w CTT L% 5 B AN W i A R Wy - - oL (&> R w T CO
Nt g n + ron~ A £ 4+ o PGPS S I S BN S NP R N I - SN B R 2N JoEEE =it i A BN
J.J.L_,J__Y IT CTT - A ) g CTr T C 111 T =] [SA Y As = w § [SDJ N I & Ry S L [SSJRLU” Ry i S - ITC
173 Ao o~ £ + EW I TN WG N £ -
[ S T g CTT (_A.k_)k_)_L\jJ.J.J.I.l ITC g [ -

(2)43> The tax collector shall record the transfer on the

record of tax certificates sold.

(3)44- The tax collector shall receive $2.25 as a service

charge for each transfer erndersement.

Section 43. Section 197.472, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
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to read:
197.472 Redemption of tax certificates.—

(1

Any person may redeem a tax certificate er—purchase =

b ~

o

ISPaSEELE R T
1=

18 ~
STty —Cr

Hh

reifieate at any time after the certificate is

H

T

issued and before a tax deed is issued or the property is placed

on the list of lands available for sale. The person redeeming e

purehasing a tax certificate shall pay e the tax collector +=
the—ecounty—where+the Jand 3s situvated the face amount plus all

interest, costs, and charges. If only a portion of the

(4),

interest,

certificate is being redeemed as described in subsection

only the proportionate amount of the face value,

costs, and charges of the part described shall be required to be
d £ + 1 oot £0 AN » 1] ot B £ +h -+ o+ Nt B

pal . CIT 1 C 1T 1T 1T T A CIT LJL/LJ_L_, CIT - A\ CIITT T CTIT LJL/LJ_k., A
LN S P E SR O TR SNPNP A | v nd mead oo o+ + < 1 Upen ?erhase
i N N N Wy - o O LJ\/I.J_ TTITCTOWO A\ A - A\ TTT A\ T L& =y (R CIT AR .

v oAt o PN SNUZNE IR 2N | + Nnoaranrn ok~ 17 sz ~ 11 + o
A - A\ J.I.ILJL_,_L\JJ.J. T _LJ.J.\j TTTCTOCL 12 CIT LJ N SN N o LI T 1T LJL/L_Y | N CTr k.)’
RN S NS NI = oot o ah e~ S A mat++ A 4+ o o 1+ £ sy NP N T I |
i N N N Wy - k.)L.,, A\ ) L.,k.), J.J.L/LJ_\j k.)’ [P uaw § A\ 1 1) I i W Wy A\ CTr k.)’ [ S L/LJ.J._Y, & ) LJJ_\J [ A\
bsz 1 o+g non  + PNy E S NENE Y e £ + ooyt £0 N o LA NP | B
J\J_Y LT CLVV \,I.LJ\JJ.J. CIT LJL/LJ_L_, A LJL/LJ_ T A\ CIT = C 1T 1T 1T L& Sy w Ay LJ\/I.J_ TTITCTOWO A\ A
redeemed-

(2) When a tax certificate is redeemed and the interest
earned on the tax certificate is less than 5 percent of the face
amount of the certificate, a mandatory charge of 5 percent shall
be levied upon the tax certificate. The person redeeming the tax
certificate shall pay the interest rate due on the certificate
or the 5-percent mandatory charge, whichever is greater. This
subsection applies to all county-held tax certificates and all
individual tax certificates except those with an interest rate
bid of zero percent.

(3) The tax collector shall receive a fee of $6.25 for each

tax certificate purehased—eo¥ redeemed.
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1741| person the right to purehase—eo¥ redeem any outstanding tax

1742 certificate 1in accordance with the law in—ferece—when—3+t—was

1743| 4ssued. However—the provisiens—-ef s—397 573 relating +o

1744 suwrvivatr—eofrestrictions and covenants after the Jssuance—of =
1745 tas—deed arenot repeated by this chopter ond opptyregarddess
1746 of—+the manprer tn—which the +taoxdeed—was—Fssued

1747 (7)+48>+ The provisions of subsection (4) do not apply to
1748 collections made pursuant to the provisions of s. 192.037.

1749 Section 44. Section 197.4725, Florida Statutes, 1s created
1750 to read:

1751 197.4725 Purchase of county-held tax certificates.—

1752 (1) Any person may purchase a county-held tax certificate

1753| at any time after the tax certificate is issued and before a tax

1754 deed application is made. The person purchasing a county-held

1755 tax certificate shall pay to the tax collector the face amount

1756 plus all interest, costs, and charges or, subject to s.

1757 197.472(4), the part described in the tax certificate.

1758 (2) When a county-held tax certificate is purchased, the

1759 interest earned shall be calculated at 1.5 percent per month, or

1760 a fraction thereof, to the date of purchase.

1761 (3) The tax collector shall receive a fee of $6.25 for each

1762 county-held tax certificate purchased.

1763 (4) The provisions of this section do not apply to

1764 collections made pursuant to the provisions of s. 192.037.

1765 (5) The tax collector may use electronic means to make

1766| known county-held tax certificates that are available for

1767 purchase and to complete the purchase. The tax collector may

1768 charge a reasonable fee for costs incurred in providing such

1769 electronic services.
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Section 45. Section 197.473, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:
197.473 Disposition of unclaimed redemption moneys.—

4 Any After money paid to the tax collector for the

[OF

H-

redemption of a tax certificate that eertificateshasbeenh
for 90 dayvs—whieh money 1s payable to the holder of a redeemed
tax certificate but for which no claim has been made is

717.113 and shall be

717 .11 7+—en—the—first—day
I

considered unclaimed as defined in s.

remitted to the state pursuant to s.

SB 2190

20092190
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Section 46. Section 197.482, Florida Statutes, i1is amended
to read:

:
1 1 T 3o+ 4+ o n norn 19 n f

197.482 Expiration Iimitatien—upen—tien of tax

certificate.—

41> Seven After—th piratieon—ef—

years after £xem the

date of issuance of a tax certificate, which is the date of the

first day of the tax certificate sale as advertised under s.

197.432, of a tax certificate, 1f a tax deed has not been

and no

applied for emn—theproperty—ecovered by —theecertifiecate,

other administrative or legal proceeding has existed of record,

the tax certificate is null and voidy and £he—tas—eceoltector

shall be canceled. The tax collector shall note eancel—the +a
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Section 48. Section 197.502, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

197.502 Application for obtaining tax deed by holder of tax
sale certificate; fees.—

(1) The holder of a amy tax certificate, other than the
county, at any time after 2 years have elapsed since April 1

after ef the year of issuance of the tax certificate and before

the expiration of 7 years after #£+em the date of issuance, may
file the certificate and an application for a tax deed with the
tax collector of the county where the property +amds described
in the certificate is a¥e located. The application may be made
on the entire parcel of property or any part £hereef which is
capable of being readily separated from the whole but only after

the division has been received from the property appraiser. The

tax collector may charge shattbeaollewed a tax deed application

fee of $75, plus reimbursement for any fee charged to the tax

collector by a vendor for providing an electronic tax deed

application program or service.

(2) A Any certificateholder, other than the county, who
applies makes—apptiecatieon for a tax deed shall pay the tax
collector, at the time of application, all amounts required for
redemption or purchase of all other outstanding tax
certificates+ plus interest, any omitted taxes+ plus interest,
any delinquent taxes+ plus interest, and current taxes, if due,
covering the property +arnd.

(3) The county in which where the property +ards described

in the certificate is a¥e located shall apply make—apptication
for a tax deed on all county-held certificates on property
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1857 valued at $5,000 or more on the property appraiser's current

1858 year assessment roll, except deferred payment tax certificates,

1859 and may apply for tax deeds make—apptiecatien on these
1860 certificates on property valued at less than $5,000 on the

1861| property appraiser's current year assessment roll. The Sueh

1862 application shall be made 2 years after April 1 of the year of

1863 issuance of the certificates or as soon thereafter as is

1864 reasonable. Upon application fer—a—+tasx—-deed, the county shall

1865 deposit with the tax collector all applicable costs and fees,
1866| but may shatd not deposit any money to cover the redemption of
1867 other outstanding certificates covering the property +aaa. The
1868 tax collector may charge a tax deed application fee of $75, plus

1869 reimbursement for any fee charged to the tax collector by a

1870 wvendor for providing an electronic tax deed application program

1871 or service.

1872 (4) The tax collector shall deliver to the clerk of the

1873 circuit court a statement that payment has been made for all
1874 outstanding certificates or, if the certificate is held by the
1875 county, that all appropriate fees have been deposited, and

1876 stating that the following persons are to be notified prior to
1877 the sale of the property:

1878 (a) Any legal titleholder of record if the address of the
1879 owner appears on the record of conveyance of the property danrds
1880 to the owner. However, i1if the legal titleholder of record is the
1881 same as the person to whom the property was assessed on the tax
1882 roll for the year in which the property was last assessed, then
1883 the notice may enty be mailed to the address of the legal

1884 titleholder as it appears on the latest assessment roll.

1885 (b) Any lienholder of record who has recorded a lien
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against the property described in the tax certificate if an
address appears on the recorded lien.

(c) Any mortgagee of record if an address appears on the
recorded mortgage.

(d) Any vendee of a recorded contract for deed if an
address appears on the recorded contract or, if the contract is
not recorded, any vendee who has applied to receive notice
pursuant to s. 197.344 (1) (c) .

(e) Any other lienholder who has applied to the tax
collector to receive notice if an address is supplied to the

collector by —suveh tienhotder.

(f) Any person to whom the property was assessed on the tax
roll for the year in which the property was last assessed.

(g) Any lienholder of record who has recorded a lien
against a mobile home located on the property described in the
tax certificate if an address appears on the recorded lien and
if the lien is recorded with the clerk of the circuit court in
the county where the mobile home is located.

(h) Any legal titleholder of record of property that is
contiguous to the property described in the tax certificate, if
wher the property described is either submerged land or common
elements of a subdivision, 1if the address of the titleholder of
contiguous property appears on the record of conveyance of the
property +and to the #hat legal titleholder. However, if the
legal titleholder of property contiguous to the property

deseribed—in—the +tasx—~ecertificate is the same as the person to

whom the property described in the tax certificate was assessed
on the tax roll for the year in which the property was last

assessed, the notice may be mailed ematy to the address of the
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legal titleholder as it appears on the latest assessment roll.

As used in this chapter, the term “contiguous” means touching,
meeting, or joining at the surface or border, other than at a
corner or a single point, and not separated by submerged lands.
Submerged lands lying below the ordinary high-water mark which
are sovereignty lands are not part of the upland contiguous

property for purposes of notification.

The statement must be signed by the tax collector or the tax

cottectorls—seal—affixed. The

collector's designee—with—+the—+to

tax collector may purchase a reasonable bond for errors and
omissions of his or her office in making such statement. The
search of the official records must be made by a direct and
inverse search. “Direct” means the index in straight and
continuous alphabetic order by grantor, and “inverse” means the
index in straight and continuous alphabetic order by grantee.

(5) (a) The tax collector may contract with a title company

or an abstract company at—a—reasenable—F to provide the
minimum information required in subsection (4), consistent with
rules adopted by the department. If additional information is
required, the tax collector must make a written request to the
title or abstract company stating the additional regquirements.
The tax collector may select any title or abstract company,
regardless of its location, as long as the fee is reasonable,
the minimum information is submitted, and the title or abstract
company is authorized to do business in this state. The tax
collector may advertise and accept bids for the title or
abstract company if he or she considers it appropriate to do so.

1. The ownership and encumbrance report must include the be
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letterhead of the person, firm, or company that makes the

search, and the signature of the individual perser who makes the

search or of an officer of the firm must be attached. The tax
collector is not liable for payment to the firm unless these

requirements are met. The report may be submitted to the tax

collector in an electronic format.

2. The tax collector may not accept or pay for any title
search or abstract if ae financial responsibility is not assumed
for the search. However, reasonable restrictions as to the
liability or responsibility of the title or abstract company are
acceptable. Notwithstanding s. 627.7843(3), the tax collector
may contract for higher maximum liability limits.

3. In order to establish uniform prices for ownership and
encumbrance reports within the county, the tax collector must
shat+t ensure that the contract for ownership and encumbrance
reports include all requests for title searches or abstracts for
a given period of time.

(b) Any fee paid for a amy title search or abstract must be
collected at the time of application under subsection (1), and
the amount of the fee must be added to the opening bid.

(c) The clerk shall advertise and administer the sale and
receive such fees for the issuance of the deed and sale of the
property as a¥e provided in s. 28.24.

(6) 42> The opening bid:

(a) On county-held certificates on nonhomestead property
shall be the sum of the value of all outstanding certificates
against the property +and, plus omitted years' taxes, delinguent

taxes, interest, and all costs and fees paid by the county.
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(b) Fhe—-wopeningPbid On an individual certificate on

nonhomestead property must shalt

BRI
ot

, 1n addition to the

amount of money paid to the tax collector by the
certificateholder at the time of application, include the amount
required to redeem the applicant's tax certificate and all other
costs and fees paid by the applicant.

(c) Fhe—-openingbid On property assessed on the latest tax

roll as homestead property must shatl—dreluwde, in addition to

the amount of money required for an opening bid on nonhomestead
property, include an amount equal to one-half of the latest just

assessed value of the homestead as determined by the property

oA <7
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appraiser. Payment—eof one-hatlf of the as
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(7) On county-held certificates for which there are no
bidders at the public sale, the clerk shall enter the land on a
list entitled “lands available for taxes” and shall immediately
notify the county commission and all other persons holding
certificates against the property d+amd that the property d+amd is
available. During the first 90 days after the property +and is

avattabte—Ffor—+taxes, the county may

placed on the list efJdands

purchase the land for the opening bid or may waive its rights to

purchase the property. Thereafter, any person, the county, or

any other governmental unit may purchase the land from the

clerk, without further notice or advertising, for the opening

bid, except that if whes the county or other governmental unit
is the purchaser for its own use, the board of county

commissioners may cancel omitted years' taxes, as provided under
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2002 s. 197.447. If the county does not elect to purchase the
2003| property dand, the county must notify each legal titleholder of
2004 property contiguous to the property ‘armd available for taxes, as
2005| provided in paragraph (4) (h), before expiration of the 90-day
2006| period. Interest on the opening bid continues to accrue through
2007 the month of sale as prescribed by s. 197.542.
2008 (8) Taxes shall not be extended against parcels listed as
2009 lands available for taxes, but in each year the taxes that would
2010 have been due shall be treated as omitted years and added to the
2011 required minimum bid. Three years after the day the land was
2012 offered for public sale, the land shall escheat to the county in
2013 which it i1s located, free and clear. All tax certificates,
2014 accrued taxes, and liens of any nature against the property
2015 shall be deemed canceled as a matter of law and of no further
2016 legal force and effect, and the clerk shall execute an
2017 escheatment tax deed vesting title in the board of county
2018 commissioners of the county in which the land is located.
2019 (a) When a property escheats to the county under this
2020 subsection, the county is not subject to any liability imposed
2021 by chapter 376 or chapter 403 for preexisting soil or
2022 groundwater contamination due solely to its ownership. However,
2023| this subsection does not affect the rights or liabilities of any
2024 past or future owners of the escheated property and does not
2025| affect the liability of any governmental entity for the results
2026 of its actions that create or exacerbate a pollution source.
2027 (b) The county and the Department of Environmental
2028 Protection may enter into a written agreement for the
2029| performance, funding, and reimbursement of the investigative and

2030 remedial acts necessary for a property that escheats to the
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2031 county.
2032 (9) Consolidated applications on more than one tax
2033 certificate are allowed, but a separate statement shall be
2034 issued pursuant to subsection (4), and a separate tax deed shall
2035| be issued pursuant to s. 197.552, for each parcel of property
2036| shown on the tax certificate.
2037 (10) Any fees collected pursuant to this section shall be
2038 refunded to the certificateholder in the event that the tax deed
2039 sale is canceled for any reason.
2040 (11) For any property acquired under this section by the
2041 county for the express purpose of providing infill housing, the
2042| board of county commissioners may, in accordance with s.
2043 197.447, cancel county-held tax certificates and omitted years'
2044 taxes on such properties. Furthermore, the county may not
2045 transfer a property acquired under this section specifically for
2046 infill housing back to a taxpayer who failed to pay the
2047 delinquent taxes or charges that led to the issuance of the tax
2048 certificate or lien. For purposes of this subsection only, the
2049 term “taxpayer” includes the taxpayer's family or any entity in

2050 which the taxpayer or taxpayer's family has any interest.

2051 Section 49. Section 197.542, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
2052 to read:

2053 197.542 Sale at public auction.—

2054 (1) Real property Fhe—dands advertised for sale to the

2055 highest bidder as a result of an application filed under s.
2056 197.502 shall be sold at public auction by the clerk of the
2057 circuit court, or his or her deputy, of the county where the

2058| property is t‘amnds—are located on the date, at the time, and at

2059 the location as set forth in the published notice, which must
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of the +his deposit requirement must shatd+ be posted at the

auction site, and the clerk may require #hat bidders to show
their willingness and ability to post the eest deposit. If full
payment of the final bid and of documentary stamp tax and
recording fees is not made within 24 hours, excluding weekends
and legal holidays, the clerk shall cancel all bids, readvertise
the sale as provided in this section, and pay all costs of the
sale from the deposit. Any remaining funds must be applied
toward the opening bid. The clerk may refuse to recognize the
bid of any person who has previously bid and refused, for any
reason, to honor such bid.

(3) If the sale is canceled for any reason, the clerk shall

p

H

T

immediately readvertise the sale to be held within mre—taoter—+tha
30 days after the date the sale was canceled. Only one
advertisement is necessary. No further notice is required. The
amount of the opening statvtery—{tepening)r bid shall be increased
by the cost of advertising, additional clerk's fees as provided
for in s. 28.24(21), and interest as provided for in subsection

(1). The clerk must shal+t receive full payment prior to the

issuance of the tax deed.

(4) (a) A clerk may conduct electronic tax deed sales in
lieu of public outcry. The clerk must comply with the procedures
provided in this chapter, except that electronic proxy bidding
shall be allowed and the clerk may require bidders to advance
sufficient funds to pay the deposit required by subsection (2).
The clerk shall provide access to the electronic sale by
computer terminals open to the public at a designated location.
A clerk who conducts such electronic sales may receive

electronic deposits and payments related to the sale. The
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2118| portion of an advance deposit from a winning bidder required by
2119 subsection (2) shall, upon acceptance of the winning bid, be
2120 subject to the fee under s. 28.24(10).

2121 (b) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to

2122 restrict or limit the authority of a charter county from

2123 conducting electronic tax deed sales. In a charter county where
2124 the clerk of the circuit court does not conduct all electronic
2125 sales, the charter county shall be permitted to receive

2126| electronic deposits and payments related to sales it conducts,
2127 as well as to subject the winning bidder to a fee, consistent
2128| with the schedule in s. 28.24(10).

2129 Section 50. Section 197.552, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
2130 to read:
2131 197.552 Tax deeds.—All tax deeds shall be issued in the

2132 name of a county and must shal+ be signed by the clerk of the
2133| county. The deed shall be witnessed by two witnesses, the
2134 official seal shatdl—Pbe attached +therete, and thedeed-—shaltl be

2135 acknowledged or proven as other deeds. Except as specifically
2136 provided in this chapter, no right, interest, restriction, or

grvive the issuance of a tax

fak|
=}

H-

2137 other covenant survives shed
2138 deed, except that a lien of record held by a municipal, e*

2139 county, state, or federal governmental unit, special district,

2140 or community development district, if whes such lien is not

2141 satisfied after as—ef the disbursement of proceeds of sale under

2142 the—provisieons—of s. 197.582, shall survive the issuance of a
2143 tax deed. The charges by the clerk shall be as provided in s.
2144 28.24. Tax deeds issued to a purchaser of property +amd for
2145 delinquent taxes must shatd be in the form prescribed by the
2146| department. All deeds issued pursuant to this section are shaid
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2147 Pbe prima facie evidence of the regularity of all proceedings
2148 from the valuation of the property d+amds to the issuance of the
2149 deed, inclusive.
2150 Section 51. Subsection (2) of section 197.582, Florida
2151 Statutes, 1s amended to read:
2152 197.582 Disbursement of proceeds of sale.—
2153 (2) If the property is purchased for an amount in excess of
2154 the statutory bid of the certificateholder, the excess shall be
2155 paid over and disbursed by the clerk. If the property purchased
2156 is homestead property and the statutory bid includes an amount
2157 equal to at least one-half of the assessed value of the
2158 homestead, that amount shall be treated as excess and
2159| distributed in the same manner. The clerk shall distribute the
2160 excess to the governmental units for the payment of any lien of
2161 record held by a governmental unit against the property. If I#
2162| +he—-event the excess 1s not sufficient to pay all of such liens
2163 in full, the excess shall £hker be paid to each governmental unit

qr

2164 pro rata. If, after all liens ef—xeeord of £he governmental

2165| units wpen—the preperty are paid in full, there remains a

2166 balance of undistributed funds, the balance ef—+thepurehas

2167| priee shall be retained by the clerk for the benefit of £he

2168 persons described in s. 197.522 (1) (a), except those persons
2169| described in s. 197.502(4) (h), as their interests may appear.
2170 The clerk shall mail notices to such persons notifying them of
2171 the funds held for their benefit. Any service charges, at the
2172 same rate a5 prescribed in s. 28.24(10), and costs of mailing
2173 notices shall be paid out of the excess balance held by the
2174 clerk. Excess proceeds shall be held and disbursed in the same

2175| manner as unclaimed redemption moneys in s. 197.473. If Ia—the
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2176| evernt excess proceeds are not sufficient to cover the service
2177 charges and mailing costs, the clerk shall receive the total

2178 amount of excess proceeds as a service charge. The tax collector

2179 shall use any overbid funds to pay any taxes that became due

2180 after the tax deed application was made, or for omitted taxes,
2181 if any.

2182 Section 52. Paragraphs (b) and (i) of subsection (2) and
2183| paragraph (f) of subsection (3) of section 192.0105, Florida
2184 Statutes, are amended to read:

2185 192.0105 Taxpayer rights.—There is created a Florida

2186| Taxpayer's Bill of Rights for property taxes and assessments to
2187 guarantee that the rights, privacy, and property of the

2188 taxpayers of this state are adequately safeguarded and protected
2189 during tax levy, assessment, collection, and enforcement

2190| processes administered under the revenue laws of this state. The
2191| Taxpayer's Bill of Rights compiles, in one document, brief but
2192 comprehensive statements that summarize the rights and

2193 obligations of the property appraisers, tax collectors, clerks
2194 of the court, local governing boards, the Department of Revenue,
2195 and taxpayers. Additional rights afforded to payors of taxes and
2196 assessments imposed under the revenue laws of this state are
2197 provided in s. 213.015. The rights afforded taxpayers to assure
2198 that their privacy and property are safeguarded and protected
2199 during tax levy, assessment, and collection are available only
2200 insofar as they are implemented in other parts of the Florida
2201 Statutes or rules of the Department of Revenue. The rights so
2202 guaranteed to state taxpayers in the Florida Statutes and the
2203 departmental rules include:

2204 (2) THE RIGHT TO DUE PROCESS.—
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2205 (b) The right to petition the wvalue adjustment board over
2206 objections to assessments, denial of exemption, denial of
2207 agricultural classification, denial of historic classification,
2208| denial of high-water recharge classification, disapproval of tax
2209 deferral, and any penalties on deferred taxes imposed for
2210 incorrect information willfully filed. Payment of estimated
2211 taxes does not preclude the right of the taxpayer to challenge
2212 his or her assessment (see ss. 194.011(3), 196.011(6) and
2213 (9) (a), 196.151, 196.193(1) (c) and (5), 193.461(2), 193.503(7),
2214 193.625(2), 197.2425 3974-2534(2}, 197.301(2), and 197.2301(11)).

2215 (i) The right to bring action in circuit court to contest a

2216 tax assessment or appeal value adjustment board decisions to
2217 disapprove exemption or deny tax deferral (see ss. 194.036(1) (c)
2218| and (2), 194.171, 196.151, and 197.2425 187-25342}).

2219 (3) THE RIGHT TO REDRESS.—

2220 (f) The right to redeem real property and redeem tax

2221 certificates at any time before a tax deed is issued, and the
2222 right to have tax certificates canceled if sold where taxes had
2223| been paid or if other error makes it void or correctable.

2224 Property owners have the right to be free from contact by a
2225 certificateholder for 2 years (see ss. 197.432(12)-4+4)r and (13)

2226| +AF5», 197.442(1), 197.443, and 197.472(1) and (6) +H-).

2227 Section 53. Paragraph (d) of subsection (3) of section
2228 194.011, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

2229 194.011 Assessment notice; objections to assessments.—
2230 (3) A petition to the value adjustment board must be in
2231 substantially the form prescribed by the department.

2232| Notwithstanding s. 195.022, a county officer may not refuse to

2233 accept a form provided by the department for this purpose if the
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2234 taxpayer chooses to use it. A petition to the value adjustment
2235 board shall describe the property by parcel number and shall be
2236 filed as follows:
2237 (d) The petition may be filed, as to valuation issues, at
2238| any time during the taxable year on or before the 25th day
2239 following the mailing of notice by the property appraiser as
2240| provided in subsection (1). With respect to an issue involving
2241 the denial of an exemption, an agricultural or high-water
2242 recharge classification application, an application for
2243 classification as historic property used for commercial or
2244 certain nonprofit purposes, or a deferral, the petition must be
2245 filed at any time during the taxable year on or before the 30th
2246 day following the mailing of the notice by the property
22477 appraiser under s. 193.461, s. 193.503, s. 193.625, or s.
2248 196.193 or notice by the tax collector under s. 197.2425
2249 187-253.
2250 Section 54. Subsection (1) of section 194.013, Florida
2251 Statutes, 1s amended to read:
2252 194.013 Filing fees for petitions; disposition; waiver.—
2253 (1) If so required by resolution of the value adjustment
2254| board, a petition filed pursuant to s. 194.011 shall be
2255 accompanied by a filing fee to be paid to the clerk of the wvalue
2256| adjustment board in an amount determined by the board not to
2257 exceed $15 for each separate parcel of property, real or
2258| personal, covered by the petition and subject to appeal.
2259 However, no such filing fee may be required with respect to an
2260 appeal from the disapproval of homestead exemption under s.
2261 196.151 or from the denial of tax deferral under s. 197.2425
2262 +84253. Only a single filing fee shall be charged under this
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2263 section as to any particular parcel of property despite the
2264 existence of multiple issues and hearings pertaining to such
2265| parcel. For joint petitions filed pursuant to s. 194.011(3) (e)
2266 or (f), a single filing fee shall be charged. Such fee shall be
2267 calculated as the cost of the special magistrate for the time
2268 involved in hearing the joint petition and shall not exceed $5
2269| per parcel. Said fee is to be proportionately paid by affected
2270| parcel owners.
2271 Section 55. Sections 197.202, 197.242, 197.304, 197.3041,
2272 197.3042, 197.3043, 197.3044, 197.3045, 197.3046, 197.3047,
22731 197.307, 197.3072, 197.3073, 197.3074, 197.3075, 197.3076,
2274 197.3077, 197.3078, 197.3079, and 197.433, Florida Statutes, are
2275 repealed.
2276 Section 56. This act shall take effect July 1, 20009.
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