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Summary:

The bill creates the Public Defenders Independent Trust Fund. The purpose of the fund is to
support the activities of the 20 public defenders.

This bill creates an unnumbered section of the Florida Statutes.
Present Situation:

The public defenders are primarily funded through general revenue. Two trust funds are used to
support the specific activities of the public defenders.

Effect of Proposed Changes:

The bill creates the Public Defenders Independent Trust Fund. The legislature can use the trust
fund to fund the activities of the public defenders.
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V.

VI.

VII.

VIII.

Constitutional Issues:

A.

Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.

Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

Trust Funds Restrictions:

The Florida Constitution requires a 3/5s vote by the legislature to create a new trust fund.

Fiscal Impact Statement:

A.

Tax/Fee Issues:

None.

Private Sector Impact:
None.

Government Sector Impact:

The legislature can fund the activities of the public defenders through the trust fund
created by this bill.

Technical Deficiencies:

None.

Related Issues:

None.

Additional Information:

A.

Committee Substitute — Statement of Substantial Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)

CS by Criminal and Civil Justice Appropriations on January 7, 2009:
The committee substitute creates the Public Defenders Independent Trust Fund.
Amendments:

None.
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This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.




