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Florida Senate - 2010 SB 142

By Senator Baker

20-00042-10 2010142
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to water management districts;
amending s. 373.079, F.S.; deleting the regquirement
that the district governing board delegate its
authority to take final actions; amending s. 373.083,
F.S.; deleting the restriction against reviewing
delegations by the board under ch. 120, F.S.; amending
s. 373.118, F.S.; requiring the board to provide a
process for referring certain delegated actions to the
governing board for final action; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (4) of section 373.079, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

373.079 Members of governing board; oath of office; staff.—

(4)4a)>r The governing board of the district shall is

wEhorized—+te employ:

(a) An executive director, ombudsman, and such engineers,
other professional persons, and other personnel and assistants
as 1t deems necessary and under such terms and conditions as it
may determine and to terminate such employment. The appointment
of an executive director by the governing board is subject to
approval by the Governor and must be initially confirmed by the
Fleorida Senate. The governing board may delegate all or part of

its authority under this paragraph to the executive director.
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er—120- The

executive director must be confirmed by the Senate upon
employment and must be confirmed or reconfirmed by the Senate
during the second regular session of the Legislature following a

gubernatorial election.
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(b) I—TFhe—9governingroard—o
shatt—emptey An inspector general, who shall report directly to
the board. However, the governing boards of the Suwannee River
Water Management District and the Northwest Florida Water
Management District may jointly employ an inspector general, or
provide for inspector general services by interagency agreement
with a state agency or water management district inspector
general.

2= An inspector general must have the same qualifications
preseribed and perform the applicable duties of state agency
inspectors general as provided in s. 20.055.

Section 2. Subsection (5) of section 373.083, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

373.083 General powers and duties of the governing board.—
In addition to other powers and duties allowed it by law, the
governing board is authorized to:

(5) Execute any of the powers, duties, and functions vested
in the governing board through a member er—members—thereof, the

executive director, or other district staff as designated by the
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governing board. The governing board may establish the scope and
terms of any delegation. However, if the governing board

delegates shalldetegatetothe exeeutive direckteor—alt—of its

authority to take final action on permit applications under part

IT or part IV or petitions for variances or waivers of

permitting requirements under part II or part IV, and—the
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board must shadd: provide a process for referring a amy denial of
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such application or petition to the governing board for the

purpose of taking fe—take final action. Suvehpreoecess—shaltt

subsection is supplemental to any other provision of this
chapter granting authority to the governing board to delegate
specific powers, duties, or functions.

Section 3. Subsection (5) is added to section 373.118,
Florida Statutes, to read:

373.118 General permits; delegation.—

(5) To improve efficiency, the governing board may delegate

by rule its powers and duties pertaining to general permits to

the executive director. The executive director may execute such

delegated authority through designated staff. However, when

delegating the authority to take final action on permit

applications under part II or part IV or petitions for variances

or waivers of permitting requirements under part II or part IV,
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the governing board must provide a process for referring a

denial of such application or petition to the governing board

for the purpose of taking final action.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2010.
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