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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: RCS
03/17/2010

The Committee on Military Affairs and Domestic Security

(Bennett) recommended the following:

Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete everything after the enacting clause
and insert:

Section 1. Section 1003.452, Florida Statutes, 1is created
to read:

1003.452 The Florida National Guard Youth Challenge

Program.—

(1) PURPOSE.—The Florida National Guard Youth Challenge

Program is created as a community-based program for the purpose

of leading, training, and mentoring at-risk youths to become

productive citizens in the future.
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(2) ADMINISTRATION.—The program shall be jointly

administered on a statewide basis by the Clay County School

District, the Department of Juvenile Justice, the Department of

Children and Family Services, and the Florida National Guard.

The program facilities shall be located at Camp Blanding

Military Reservation.

(3) ELIGIBILITY.—High school dropouts who are between the

ages of 16 years and 19 years, who have not been convicted of a

felony, and who are drug free are eligible to participate in the

program.

(4) PROGRAM DURATION.—

(a) The program shall consist of at least a 22-week

residential component during which each student must raise his

or her mathematics, science, and reading scores.

(b) After the residential component of the program, each

student shall be assigned a case manager and a highly trained

mentor for a period of at least 12 months.

(5) CORE ACADEMICS.—FEach core academic course shall be

taught in a traditional classroom setting by computer-assisted

instructors or shall be taught virtually. The core academic

courses must include, at a minimum:

Mathematics;

Communications;

Science;

Literature.

)
)
)
) Social studies; and
)
)
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OCCUPATIONAL OR TECHNICAL STUDIES.—The program must

also include occupational or technical studies taught in

cooperation with a technical training center or college that
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awards occupational or technical certificates.

(7) PHYSICAL TRAINING OR APPLIED HEALTH STUDIES.—The

program must also include physical training or applied health

studies.

(8) LEADERSHIP ROLES.—Students shall be prepared to assume

leadership roles and demonstrate the principles of good

followership and the value of collaborative effort.

(9) VOLUNTEERISM.—In addition to the program’s academic

requirements, each student shall be required to volunteer his or

her service for the benefit of the student’s community.

(10) INTERNSHIPS OR EMPLOYMENT.—FEach student must also

successfully work as an unpaid intern or paid worker during the

12-month, postresidential component of the program in order to

successfully complete the program.

(11) MENTORSHIP.—Each student must be paired with an

individual who, through his or her accomplishments, rank, or

social posture, serves as a positive role model and mentor who

will help guide the student on a successful path to productivity

and social assimilation.

(12) TESTING REQUIREMENTS.—Students must also pass all five

sections of the General Education Development (GED) test and

pass both parts of the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test

(FCAT) .

(13) FUNDING.—The Department of Defense, through a

cooperative agreement with the National Guard Bureau and the

Florida National Guard, and in conjunction with the Department

of Juvenile Justice and the Department of Children and Family

Services, shall provide for the costs associated with the

program, including student housing, food, and clothing. The Clay
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County School District shall fund the instructional component of

the program through funds provided in the Florida Education

Finance Program.

Section 2. Section 1003.4282, Florida statutes, 1s created
to read:
1003.4282 General education development exit option.—

(1) GENERAL EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT EXIT OPTION.—The general

education development (GED) exit option is a graduation strategy

for students who are enrolled in the Florida National Guard

Youth Challenge Program created in s. 1003.452 or programs

offered by or under contract with the Department of Juvenile

Justice and approved by the Department of Education.

(a) Eligibility.—To be eligible to participate in the GED

exit option, a student must be enrolled in the Florida National

Guard Youth Challenge Program or a selected program offered by

or under contract with the Department of Juvenile Justice and

approved by the Department of Education and must meet the

following criteria:

1. Be enrolled in courses that meet high school graduation

requirements.

2. Have been a drop-out student or currently be in the

custody of the Department of Juvenile Justice.

3. Have earned acceptable scores on the official GED

practice test administered under the student-testing conditions

approved by the school district.

4., Have a student cumulative record that indicates that the

GED exit option is the most appropriate educational program for

the student.

(b) Exemption and requirements.—
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1. A student who participates in the GED exit option shall

be exempt from the minimum graduation requirements prescribed

for the standard high school diploma, including the grade point

average and credit requirements. For exceptional education

students, this exemption shall be included in the individual

education plan.

2. Upon entering the GED exit option, a student who has not

previously met the requirements for promotion to grade 10 shall

be promoted to grade 10 to enable the student to take the grade
10 FCAT.

3. A student who does not meet the requirements for high

school graduation in grade 12 and who chooses to return for a

13th year of school in order to participate in the GED exit

option is not required to continue classes upon meeting the GED

exit option requirements for graduation. After completing the

requirements of the GED exit option, a student shall be

considered a high school graduate. If the school district or

school to which the student returns for a 13th year has

implemented a program that requires a vocational component for

graduation, the student may be required to complete this

requirement in addition to the GED exit option requirements in

order to be considered a high school graduate.

(c) Successful completion.—

1. To successfully complete the GED exit option and receive

a standard high school diploma, a student must pass the GED test
and all sections of the grade 10 FCAT. A student must also

complete any vocational components included in an approved

school program.

2. A student who participates in the GED exit option may
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not graduate before his or her cohort group.

(d) Transcripts.—The transcript shall identify only the

actual credits earned, the successful completion of the FCAT

requirements, and the date on which the diploma is awarded.

(2) HIGH SCHOOL GRADES.—A student who successfully

completes the GED exit option and receives a high school

equivalency diploma shall be included in the high school grade

calculated by the Department of Education pursuant to s. 1008.34

as if the student had completed the requirements for high school

graduation prescribed in s. 1003.43.

Section 3. Subsections (1), (2), (3), (4), and (6) of

section 1003.435, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1003.435 High school equivalency diploma program.—

(1) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules that
prescribe performance standards and provide for comprehensive
examinations to be administered to candidates for high school
equivalency diplomas. Such rules shall include, but are not

limited to, eligibility requirements, provisions for fees,

frequency of examinations, and procedures for retaking an
examination upon unsatisfactory performance.

(2) The department may award, or may authorize a district

school board to award, high school equivalency diplomas to

candidates who meet the performance standards prescribed by the
State Board of Education.

(3) (a) Each district school board shall offer and
administer the high school equivalency diploma examinations and
the subject area examinations to all candidates pursuant to
rules of the State Board of Education.

(b) A district school board may participate in a program
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leading to the award of a high school equivalency diploma to

students who are currently enrolled in K-12 public schools,

pursuant to rules adopted by the State Board of Education.

(4) A candidate for a high school equivalency diploma shall
be at least 18 years of age on the date of the examination,
except that in extraordinary circumstances, as provided for in
rules of the district school board of the district in which the
candidate resides or attends school, a candidate may take the

examination after reaching the age of 16. The State Board of

Education may adopt rules establishing conditions under which a

student who is enrolled in a K-12 public school may take the

examination before the student reaches 18 years of age if the

student is participating in a program leading to the award of a

high school equivalency diploma.

(6) (a) Except as otherwise provided in s. 1008.34, all high

school equivalency diplomas issued under the provisions of this
section shall have equal status with other high school diplomas
for all state purposes, including admission to any state
university or community college.

(b) The State Board of Education may shadtd adopt rules
providing for the award of a standard high school diploma to
holders of high school equivalency diplomas who are assessed as
meeting designated criteria, and the commissioner shall
establish procedures for administering the assessment.

Section 4. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section
1008.34, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1008.34 School grading system; school report cards;
district grade.—

(3) DESIGNATION OF SCHOOL GRADES.—
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(c) Student assessment data used in determining school
grades shall include:

1. The aggregate scores of all eligible students enrolled
in the school who have been assessed on the FCAT.

2. The aggregate scores of all eligible students enrolled
in the school who have been assessed on the FCAT and who have
scored at or in the lowest 25th percentile of students in the
school in reading, mathematics, or writing, unless these
students are exhibiting satisfactory performance.

3. Effective with the 2005-2006 school year, the
achievement scores and learning gains of eligible students
attending alternative schools that provide dropout prevention
and academic intervention services pursuant to s. 1003.53. The
term “eligible students” in this subparagraph does not include
students attending an alternative school who are subject to
district school board policies for expulsion for repeated or
serious offenses, who are in dropout retrieval programs serving
students who have officially been designated as dropouts, or who
are in programs operated or contracted by the Department of
Juvenile Justice. The student performance data for eligible
students identified in this subparagraph shall be included in
the calculation of the home school’s grade. As used in this
section and s. 1008.341, the term “home school” means the school
to which the student would be assigned if the student were not
assigned to an alternative school. If an alternative school
chooses to be graded under this section, student performance
data for eligible students identified in this subparagraph shall
not be included in the home school’s grade but shall be included

only in the calculation of the alternative school’s grade. A
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school district that fails to assign the FCAT scores of each of
its students to his or her home school or to the alternative
school that receives a grade shall forfeit Florida School
Recognition Program funds for 1 fiscal year. School districts
must require collaboration between the home school and the
alternative school in order to promote student success. This
collaboration must include an annual discussion between the
principal of the alternative school and the principal of each
student’s home school concerning the most appropriate school
assignment of the student.

4. Beginning with the 2009-2010 school year for schools
comprised of high school grades 9, 10, 11, and 12, or grades 10,
11, and 12, the data listed in subparagraphs 1.-3. and the
following data as the Department of Education determines such
data are valid and available:

a. The high school graduation rate of the school as
calculated by the Department of Education;

b. The participation rate of all eligible students enrolled
in the school and enrolled in College Board Advanced Placement
courses; International Baccalaureate courses; dual enrollment
courses; Advanced International Certificate of Education
courses; and courses or sequence of courses leading to industry
certification, as determined by the Agency for Workforce
Innovation under s. 1003.492(2) in a career and professional
academy, as described in s. 1003.493;

c. The aggregate scores of all eligible students enrolled
in the school in College Board Advanced Placement courses,
International Baccalaureate courses, and Advanced International

Certificate of Education courses;
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d. Earning of college credit by all eligible students
enrolled in the school in dual enrollment programs under s.
1007.271;

e. Earning of an industry certification, as determined by
the Agency for Workforce Innovation under s. 1003.492(2) in a
career and professional academy, as described in s. 1003.493;

f. The aggregate scores of all eligible students enrolled
in the school in reading, mathematics, and other subjects as
measured by the SAT, the ACT, and the common placement test for
postsecondary readiness;

g. The high school graduation rate of all eligible at-risk
students enrolled in the school who scored at Level 2 or lower
on the grade 8 FCAT Reading and Mathematics examinations;

h. The performance of the school’s students on statewide
standardized end-of-course assessments administered under s.
1008.22; and

i. The growth or decline in the data components listed in
sub-subparagraphs a.-h. from year to year.

j. Beginning in 2010-2011, schools may earn additional

points towards their school grade if a significant percentage of

students not earning a standard diploma pursuant to s. 1003.43

earn a High School Equivalency Diploma pursuant to s. 1003.435.

The state Board of Education may elect to afford greater weight

to diplomas awarded pursuant to s. 1003.435(3) (b) than is

granted to other equivalency diplomas.

The State Board of Education shall adopt appropriate criteria
for each school grade. The criteria must also give added weight

to student achievement in reading. Schools designated with a
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grade of “C,” making satisfactory progress, shall be required to
demonstrate that adequate progress has been made by students in
the school who are in the lowest 25th percentile in reading,
mathematics, or writing on the FCAT, unless these students are
exhibiting satisfactory performance. Beginning with the 2009-
2010 school year for schools comprised of high school grades 9,
10, 11, and 12, or grades 10, 11, and 12, the criteria for
school grades must also give added weight to the graduation rate
of all eligible at-risk students, as defined in this paragraph.
Beginning in the 2009-2010 school year, in order for a high
school to be designated as having a grade of “A,” making
excellent progress, the school must demonstrate that at-risk
students, as defined in this paragraph, in the school are making
adequate progress.

Section 5. This act shall take effect July 2, 2010.

================= T I TLE A MENDDMEN T ================
And the title is amended as follows:
Delete everything before the enacting clause
and insert:
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to high school graduation; creating s.
1003.452, F.S.; establishing the Florida National
Guard Youth Challenge Program for the purpose of
training and mentoring certain high school dropouts;
requiring that the Clay County School District, the
Department of Juvenile Justice, the Department of
Children and Family Services, and the Florida National

Guard jointly administer the program; providing for

Page 11 of 13
3/16/2010 8:17:28 AM 583-02817A-10




Florida Senate - 2010 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 2016

T
303 the program to be located at Camp Blanding Military
304 Reservation; requiring that certain core academic

305 courses be taught; requiring that the program include
306 occupational or technical studies and physical

307 training or applied health studies; requiring that
308 students be prepared to assume leadership roles and
309 demonstrate the principles of followership; requiring
310 that each student volunteer to benefit his or her

311 community and work as an unpaid intern or paid

312 employee in order to successfully complete the

313 program; providing for a residential and

314 postresidential component of the program; providing
315 for mentorship; requiring that students pass all

316 sections of the General Education Development test and
317 both parts of the Florida Comprehensive Assessment
318 Test; providing for funding the program; creating s.
319 1003.4282, F.S.; establishing the general education
320 development exit option for the purpose of providing
321 an alternative route to receiving a standard high

322 school diploma for students who are enrolled in the
323 Florida National Guard Youth Challenge Program or

324 programs offered by or under contract with the

325 Department of Juvenile Justice and approved by the
326 Department of Education; specifying eligibility

327 requirements for student participation; providing

328 certain exemptions and requirements for successful
329 completion of the GED exit option; requiring that a
330 student’s transcript identify certain information

331 regarding the program; requiring that the Department

Page 12 of 13
3/16/2010 8:17:28 AM 583-02817A-10




Florida Senate - 2010 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 2016

T
332 of Education include the program in its calculation of
333 the high school graduation rate; amending s. 1003.435,
334 F.S.; revising provisions relating to the high school
335 equivalency diploma program; providing for the

336 Department of Education to authorize a district school
337 board to award high school equivalency diplomas;

338 authorizing a district school board to participate in
339 a program for students who are currently enrolled in
340 K-12 public schools to be awarded high school

341 equivalency diplomas; authorizing the State Board of
342 Education to adopt rules establishing conditions for
343 taking an examination to receive a high school

344 equivalency diploma; amending s. 1008.34, F.S.;

345 revising provisions relating to the student assessment
346 data used in determining school grades; providing that
347 a school may earn additional points toward its grade
348 if a significant percentage of the school’s students
349 are earning high school equivalency diplomas in lieu
350 of standard diplomas; providing an effective date.
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