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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to seaports; amending s. 288.063,
F.S.; expanding the definition of the term
“transportation project” to include certain projects
for a seaport; creating s. 288.0635, F.S.; providing
legislative findings and intent; designating seaport
commerce as a target industry; requiring Enterprise
Florida, Inc., to include in its annual report a
description of state efforts to attract and preserve
entities engaged in the movement of goods between
Florida and international markets; amending s. 311.07,
F.S.; increasing the minimum amount of funds that must
be made available annually from the State
Transportation Trust Fund to fund the Florida Seaport
Transportation and Economic Development Program;
amending s. 311.09, F.S.; increasing the minimum
amount of funds that the Department of Transportation
must request in its legislative budget request for the
Florida Seaport Transportation and Economic
Development grant program; requiring the Seaport
Transportation and Economic Development Council to
annually submit a list of projects to the Department
of Transportation which can be made production-ready
within a certain period; prohibiting the Department of
Transportation from requiring the Transportation and
Economic Development Council to identify certain
projects for which funding is requested or to fund
certain projects; requiring the council to allocate

appropriations to the grant programs to certain
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transportation projects; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (3) of section 288.063, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

288.063 Contracts for transportation projects.—

(3) With respect to any contract executed pursuant to this
section, the term “transportation project” means a
transportation facility as defined in s. 334.03(31), or a

project for a seaport which is approved pursuant to s. 311.07,

which is necessary in the judgment of the Office of Tourism,
Trade, and Economic Development, to facilitate the economic
development and growth of the state. Except for applications
received before prier—+e July 1, 1996, such transportation
projects shall be approved only as a consideration to attract
new employment opportunities to the state or expand or retain
employment in existing companies operating within the state, or
to allow for the construction or expansion of a state or federal
correctional facility in a county that has with a population of

75,000 or fewer which J‘ess—that creates new employment

opportunities or expands or retains employment in the county.
The Office of Tourism, Trade, and Economic Development shall
institute procedures to ensure that small and minority
businesses have equal access to funding provided under this
section. Funding for approved transportation projects may
include any expenses, other than administrative costs and
equipment purchases specified in the contract, necessary for

new, or improvement to existing, transportation facilities.
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Funds made available pursuant to this section may not be
expended in connection with the relocation of a business from
one community to another community in this state unless the
Office of Tourism, Trade, and Economic Development determines
that without such relocation the business will move outside this
state or determines that the business has a compelling economic
rationale for the relocation which creates additional jobs.
Subject to appropriation for projects under this section, any
appropriation greater than $10 million shall be allocated to
each of the districts of the Department of Transportation to
ensure equitable geographical distribution. Such allocated funds
that remain uncommitted by the third quarter of the fiscal year
shall be reallocated among the districts based on pending
project requests.

Section 2. Section 288.0635, Florida Statutes, 1s created
to read:

288.0635 Seaport commerce; legislative finding and policy;

economic development strategy.—The Legislature finds that

seaport commerce is the economic foundation for the promotion,

enhancement, and development of tourism, agriculture,

manufacturing, transportation, and construction sectors in this

state. The policy of this state is to ensure that state economic

development and transportation infrastructure strategies and

programs provide incentives and resources to attract and

preserve entities engaged in the movement of goods between

Florida and international markets and between Florida and other

seaports in the United States. The Office of Tourism, Trade, and

Economic Development and Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall

designate seaport commerce as a target industry and ensure that
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all resources and incentives available are provided to attract

and preserve that industry. Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall

include in its annual report a description and evaluation of

state efforts to attract and preserve entities engaged in the

movement of goods between Florida and international markets.

Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 311.07, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

311.07 Florida seaport transportation and economic
development funding.—

(2) A minimum of $30 $8 million per year shall be made
available from the State Transportation Trust Fund to fund the
Florida Seaport Transportation and Economic Development Program.

Section 4. Subsection (10) of section 311.09, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

311.09 Florida Seaport Transportation and Economic
Development Council.-—

(10) The Department of Transportation shall include in its
annual legislative budget request a Florida Seaport
Transportation and Economic Development grant program for
expenditure of funds of at least $30 met—Fess—than—$8 million
per year. Such budget shall include funding for projects

approved by the council which have been determined by each
agency to be consistent and which have been determined by the
Office of Tourism, Trade, and Economic Development to be

economically beneficial. After the end of each fiscal year, the

council shall may submit to the department a list of approved
projects that can eewdd be made production-ready within the next
5 years following the end of the current fiscal year 2—yea¥rs.

The list shall be submitted as part of the needs and project
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117| 1list prepared pursuant to s. 339.135 and the legislative budget

118 request. However, the department may not require the council to

119 identify a specific project as part of the legislative budget

120 request or to fund a specific project from funds appropriated to

121 the grant program. The council shall allocate appropriations

122 received by the grant program to approved projects that will

123 improve the movement and intermodal transportation of cargo or

124 passengers in commerce and support the interests and purposes of

125| ports in this state.
126 Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2010.
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