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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to K-12 educational instruction;
amending s. 163.3180, F.S.; conforming cross-
references to changes made by the act; amending s.
1002.20, F.S.; adding statewide virtual providers to
the list of public school choices; amending s.
1002.33, F.S.; authorizing the creation of a virtual
charter school; requiring the virtual charter school
to contract with an approved statewide virtual
provider; providing for funding of the virtual charter
school; providing that specified provisions governing
facilities and transportation do not apply to a
virtual charter school; providing for a blended-
learning charter school; defining the term; exempting
blended-learning charter schools from the application
process required of other institutions that wish to
become statewide or district virtual instruction
program providers; providing for funding; authorizing
the sponsoring district of a virtual charter school to
withhold a specified administrative fee to cover the
cost of oversight; amending s. 1002.34, F.S.;
conforming cross-references to changes made by the
act; amending s. 1002.37, F.S.; redefining the term
“full-time equivalent student” as it applies to the
Florida Virtual School; amending s. 1002.41, F.S.;
providing that home education students may enroll in
certain virtual education courses or courses offered
in the school district in which they reside; amending

s. 1002.45, F.S.; expanding the scope of virtual
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education programs; providing legislative findings and
purpose; providing definitions; requiring the
Department of Education to provide an application form
and specifying a timeframe for posting the list of
providers approved to offer virtual education
programs; deleting the requirement that a provider’s
administrative office be located in this state;
providing additional criteria that must be met by
providers seeking approval to operate virtual
programs, including requirements for professional
staff, course standards, detailed curriculum plans and
course content, determination of student completion of
graduation requirements, and a parent handbook;
specifying that, beginning in the 2012-2013 school
year, provider approval is for 3 years; providing an
exception for providers approved before that date;
specifying that after a certain date providers must
provide necessary instructional materials and
specified computer equipment and Internet access or
reimbursement for Internet services to certain low-
income students; prohibiting tuition or registration
fees; authorizing school districts to provide eligible
students with the option of participating in a
district virtual instruction program; stating the
purpose of the district program; specifying that the
district program may be offered on a part-time basis
for students in certain grades; authorizing school
districts to enter into contracts with the Florida

Virtual School, approved providers, or a charter
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school or to enter into cooperative agreements with
other school districts to provide access to virtual
instruction to students in their district; authorizing
multidistrict contracts that may be executed by
regional consortiums; requiring school district
virtual instruction programs to align course
curriculum and content to certain standards and to
offer courses that meet certain standards; requiring
district programs to provide certain low-income
students with specified computer equipment, Internet
access, or reimbursement for Internet services;
requiring school districts to provide students
enrolled in a virtual program with access to district
testing facilities; specifying minimum criteria for
provider contracts and exempting from those criteria
providers of certain digital or online content or
curriculum who serve students who are not enrolled in
a district program; providing student eligibility and
enrollment criteria; providing for full-time or part-
time enrollment in district programs and programs
offered by an approved statewide virtual provider;
specifying a timeframe for the registration period for
virtual programs; deleting existing enrollment
criteria related to attendance during the previous
year at a public school or in a virtual program,
dependency on a member of the United States Armed
Forces, and sibling enrollment in a virtual program;
providing student participation requirements;

requiring school districts to provide access to
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88 district testing facilities, to provide information to
89 parents and students about student rights, and to post
90 certain information on the district’s website;
91 requiring the Department of Education to review the
92 qualifications of statewide virtual providers and to
93 approve those who meet qualification standards;
94 requiring the department to establish a process for
95 the review and approval of course content and to
96 develop a process to evaluate the performance of part-
97 time virtual providers; authorizing the department to
98 charge reasonable fees to providers to cover the cost
99 of this review; providing evaluation criteria;
100 requiring the department to post on its website
101 information on virtual instruction programs and
102 approved providers; requiring the development of
103 disclosure requirements that must be provided to
104 parents; requiring that the department provide notice
105 to parents of the enrollment period for full-time
106 virtual programs; specifying the funding mechanism and
107 formula for statewide and district virtual education
108 programs; requiring the department to disqualify and
109 remove a provider that receives a school grade of “D”
110 or “F”; providing for a l-year extension of
111 eligibility to a provider that receives a school grade
112 of “D” under certain circumstances; requiring that the
113 State Board of Education adopt rules related to the
114 approval process for virtual courses and ensure
115 student choice of programs and courses; amending s.
116 1003.02, F.S.; requiring notice to parents of courses
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117 offered through statewide virtual providers, school
118 district virtual instruction programs, and virtual
119 charter schools; amending s. 1003.03, F.S.; including
120 courses from statewide virtual providers and virtual
121 charter schools in the options a school district must
122 consider in meeting class size requirements; amending
123 s. 1003.428, F.S.; requiring that certain students
124 take an online course beginning in the 2011-2012
125 school year; creating s. 1003.07, F.S.; creating the
126 “Digital Learning Now Act”; providing legislative
127 findings related to the elements to be included in
128 high-quality digital learning; providing that a public
129 school, private school, or home education student is
130 eligible to participate in a state virtual program;
131 providing for customized and accelerated learning;
132 providing that students enrolled in a public school
133 district may register and enroll in an online course
134 identified in the course code directory offered by
135 another district and limiting that registration to
136 courses offered directly by the school districts;
137 requiring the district that offers the course to
138 report the student’s completion for funding purposes;
139 providing that online content may be aligned with Next
140 Generation Sunshine Standards or core curricular
141 standards; authorizing school districts to use online
142 instructors who reside outside the district; amending
143 s. 1008.22, F.S.; requiring that all statewide
144 assessments be available in an online format by a
145 certain date; deleting a requirement that the
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Commissioner of Education study the cost and student
achievement impact of secondary end-of-course
assessments; amending s. 1011.61, F.S.; redefining the
term “full-time equivalent student” for purposes of
full-time and part-time virtual instruction programs
and the Florida Virtual School; specifying how each
successfully completed credit earned through an online
course delivered by a district other than the one in
which the student resides shall be calculated for the
purpose of full-time equivalency; conforming a cross-
reference; amending s. 1011.68, F.S.; conforming
cross-references to changes made by the act; amending
s. 1012.57, F.S.; revising legislative intent
regarding the issuance of adjunct certificates to
qualified in-state and out-of-state applicants;
providing strategies for the use of adjunct
certificateholders; revising the period during which
an adjunct teaching certificate is valid; requiring
the Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government
Accountability or an independent research organization
selected by the department to evaluate and submit a
report to the Governor and Legislature on the best
methods for implementing part-time virtual education
in kindergarten through grade 5; providing for
severability; amending s. 1013.62, F.S.; conforming
cross-references to changes made by the act; providing

an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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Section 1. Paragraph (e) of subsection (13) of section
163.3180, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

163.3180 Concurrency.—

(13) School concurrency shall be established on a
districtwide basis and shall include all public schools in the
district and all portions of the district, whether located in a
municipality or an unincorporated area unless exempt from the
public school facilities element pursuant to s. 163.3177(12).
The application of school concurrency to development shall be
based upon the adopted comprehensive plan, as amended. All local
governments within a county, except as provided in paragraph
(f), shall adopt and transmit to the state land planning agency
the necessary plan amendments, along with the interlocal
agreement, for a compliance review pursuant to s. 163.3184(7)
and (8). The minimum requirements for school concurrency are the
following:

(e) Availability standard.—Consistent with the public
welfare, a local government may not deny an application for site
plan, final subdivision approval, or the functional equivalent
for a development or phase of a development authorizing
residential development for failure to achieve and maintain the
level-of-service standard for public school capacity in a local
school concurrency management system where adequate school
facilities will be in place or under actual construction within
3 years after the issuance of final subdivision or site plan
approval, or the functional equivalent. School concurrency is
satisfied if the developer executes a legally binding commitment

to provide mitigation proportionate to the demand for public
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204 school facilities to be created by actual development of the
205| property, including, but not limited to, the options described
206 in subparagraph 1. Options for proportionate-share mitigation of
207 impacts on public school facilities must be established in the
208| public school facilities element and the interlocal agreement
209| pursuant to s. 163.31777.
210 1. Appropriate mitigation options include the contribution
211 of land; the construction, expansion, or payment for land

212 acquisition or construction of a public school facility; the

213 construction of a charter school that complies with the

214 requirements of s. 1002.33(19) 1662-33++8); or the creation of

215| mitigation banking based on the construction of a public school
216| facility in exchange for the right to sell capacity credits.

217 Such options must include execution by the applicant and the

218 local government of a development agreement that constitutes a
219 legally binding commitment to pay proportionate-share mitigation
220 for the additional residential units approved by the local

221 government in a development order and actually developed on the
222| property, taking into account residential density allowed on the
223| property prior to the plan amendment that increased the overall
224 residential density. The district school board must be a party
225| to such an agreement. As a condition of its entry into such a
226| development agreement, the local government may require the

227 landowner to agree to continuing renewal of the agreement upon
228 its expiration.

229 2. If the education facilities plan and the public

230| educational facilities element authorize a contribution of land;
231 the construction, expansion, or payment for land acquisition;

232 the construction or expansion of a public school facility, or a
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portion thereof; or the construction of a charter school that
complies with the requirements of s. 1002.33(19) +662-334+8), as

proportionate-share mitigation, the local government shall
credit such a contribution, construction, expansion, or payment
toward any other impact fee or exaction imposed by local
ordinance for the same need, on a dollar-for-dollar basis at
fair market value.

3. Any proportionate-share mitigation must be directed by
the school board toward a school capacity improvement identified
in a financially feasible 5-year district work plan that
satisfies the demands created by the development in accordance
with a binding developer’s agreement.

4. If a development is precluded from commencing because
there is inadequate classroom capacity to mitigate the impacts
of the development, the development may nevertheless commence if
there are accelerated facilities in an approved capital
improvement element scheduled for construction in year four or
later of such plan which, when built, will mitigate the proposed
development, or if such accelerated facilities will be in the
next annual update of the capital facilities element, the
developer enters into a binding, financially guaranteed
agreement with the school district to construct an accelerated
facility within the first 3 years of an approved capital
improvement plan, and the cost of the school facility is equal
to or greater than the development’s proportionate share. When
the completed school facility is conveyed to the school
district, the developer shall receive impact fee credits usable
within the zone where the facility is constructed or any

attendance zone contiguous with or adjacent to the zone where
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262 the facility is constructed.
263 5. This paragraph does not limit the authority of a local
264 government to deny a development permit or its functional
265 equivalent pursuant to its home rule regulatory powers, except
266 as provided in this part.
267 Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (6) of section
268 1002.20, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
269 1002.20 K-12 student and parent rights.—Parents of public
270 school students must receive accurate and timely information
271 regarding their child’s academic progress and must be informed
272 of ways they can help their child to succeed in school. K-12
273 students and their parents are afforded numerous statutory
274| rights including, but not limited to, the following:
275 (6) EDUCATIONAL CHOICE.-—
276 (a) Public school choices.—Parents of public school
277 students may seek whatever public school choice options that are
278 applicable to their students and are available to students in
279 their school districts. These options may include controlled
280 open enrollment, single-gender programs, lab schools, school

281| district virtual instruction programs, statewide virtual

282 providers, charter schools, charter technical career centers,
283| magnet schools, alternative schools, special programs, advanced
284 placement, dual enrollment, International Baccalaureate,

285 International General Certificate of Secondary Education (pre-
286 AICE), Advanced International Certificate of Education, early
287 admissions, credit by examination or demonstration of

288 competency, the New World School of the Arts, the Florida School
289 for the Deaf and the Blind, and the Florida Virtual School.

290 These options may also include the public school choice options
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of the Opportunity Scholarship Program and the McKay
Scholarships for Students with Disabilities Program.

Section 3. Subsection (1) and paragraph (a) of subsection
(20) of section 1002.33, Florida Statutes, are amended, present
subsections (16) through (26) of that section are renumbered as
subsections (17) through (27), respectively, and a new
subsection (16) 1is added to that section to read:

1002.33 Charter schools.—

(1) AUTHORIZATION.—Charter schools shall be part of the
state’s program of public education. All charter schools in
Florida are public schools. A charter school may be formed by
creating a new school or converting an existing public school to

charter status. A virtual charter school may be created to

provide full-time online instruction. The virtual charter school

must contract with a statewide virtual provider that is approved

under s. 1002.45. Funding is as prescribed in s. 1002.45(10) (b).

The provider of online instruction for a virtual charter school

must follow the charter application process specified in this

section and serve students in the school district in which the

charter is granted. However, the provisions of subsection (18)

and paragraph (20) (c¢) do not apply to a virtual charter school.

A public school may not use the term charter in its name unless
it has been approved under this section.

(16) BLENDED-LEARNING CHARTER SCHOOLS.—

(a) As used in this section, the term “blended-learning

charter school” means a school that combines traditional

classroom and virtual instruction.

(b) A blended-learning charter school does not have to

apply to become a statewide or district virtual instruction
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program provider pursuant to s. 1002.45 and may provide online

instruction only to students enrolled in the charter school.

(c) Funding for students in a blended-learning charter

school is calculated as follows:

1. Courses taken in a traditional classroom setting are

funded pursuant to s. 1011.61(1) (c)l.b.(I).

2 Online courses are funded based upon student completion

of the course as provided in s. 1011.61(1) (c)1l.b. (IV).
(21)426)> SERVICES.—

(a)1l. A sponsor shall provide certain administrative and
educational services to charter schools. These services shall
include contract management services; full-time equivalent and
data reporting services; exceptional student education
administration services; services related to eligibility and
reporting duties required to ensure that school lunch services
under the federal lunch program, consistent with the needs of
the charter school, are provided by the school district at the
request of the charter school, that any funds due to the charter
school under the federal lunch program be paid to the charter
school as soon as the charter school begins serving food under
the federal lunch program, and that the charter school is paid
at the same time and in the same manner under the federal lunch
program as other public schools serviced by the sponsor or the
school district; test administration services, including payment
of the costs of state-required or district-required student
assessments; processing of teacher certificate data services;
and information services, including equal access to student
information systems that are used by public schools in the

district in which the charter school is located. Student
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349| performance data for each student in a charter school,
350 including, but not limited to, FCAT scores, standardized test
351 scores, previous public school student report cards, and student
352| performance measures, shall be provided by the sponsor to a
353 charter school in the same manner provided to other public
354 schools in the district.
355 2. A total administrative fee for the provision of such
356 services shall be calculated based upon up to 5 percent of the
357 available funds defined in paragraph (17) (b) for all students.
358 However, a sponsor may only withhold up to a 5 percent 5—-pereent
359 administrative fee for enrollment for up to and including 250
360| students. For charter schools with a population of 251 or more
3601 students, the difference between the total administrative fee
362 calculation and the amount of the administrative fee withheld
363| may only be used for capital outlay purposes specified in s.
364 1013.62(2) .
365 3. In addition, a sponsor may withhold only up to a 5
366| percent S5—pereernt administrative fee for enrollment for up to
367 and including 500 students within a system of charter schools
368| which meets all of the following:
369 a. Includes both conversion charter schools and
370 nonconversion charter schools;
371 b. Has all schools located in the same county;
372 c. Has a total enrollment exceeding the total enrollment of
373 at least one school district in the state;
374 d. Has the same governing board; and
375 e. Does not contract with a for-profit service provider for
376| management of school operations.

377 4. The difference between the total administrative fee
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378| calculation and the amount of the administrative fee withheld
379| pursuant to subparagraph 3. may be used for instructional and
380 administrative purposes as well as for capital outlay purposes
381 specified in s. 1013.62(2).

382 5. Each charter school shall receive 100 percent of the
383 funds awarded to that school pursuant to s. 1012.225. Sponsors
384 shall not charge charter schools any additional fees or

385 surcharges for administrative and educational services in

386 addition to the maximum 5 percent S5—pereent administrative fee
387| withheld pursuant to this paragraph.

388 6. The sponsoring district of a virtual charter school may

389| withhold an administrative fee of up to 2 percent to cover the

390| cost of oversight.

391 Section 4. Paragraph (c) of subsection (10) and subsection

392 (13) of section 1002.34, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

393 1002.34 Charter technical career centers.—
394 (10) EXEMPTION FROM STATUTES.—
395 (c) A center must comply with the antidiscrimination

396| provisions in s. 1000.05 and the provisions in s. 1002.33(25)
397 1002-33+24) which relate to the employment of relatives.
398 (13) BOARD OF DIRECTORS AUTHORITY.—The board of directors

399 of a center may decide matters relating to the operation of the
400 school, including budgeting, curriculum, and operating

401| procedures, subject to the center’s charter. The board of

402| directors is responsible for performing the duties provided in
403 s. 1002.345, including monitoring the corrective action plan.
404 The board of directors must comply with s. 1002.33(26)

405| 166233425).

406 Section 5. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section
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1002.37, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.37 The Florida Virtual School.—

(3) Funding for the Florida Virtual School shall be
provided as follows:

(a)l. For a student in grades 9 through 12, a “full-time

equivalent student” fer—the FloridaVirtwat—Sehool is one
student who has successfully completed six full credit courses

eredits that shatt count toward the minimum number of credits

required for high school graduation. A student who completes

fewer +ess than six full credit courses 1s eredits—shatt—be a

fraction of a full-time equivalent student. Successful

completion of one semester of course content is equivalent to

one-twelfth of a full-time equivalent student. Half-credit

completions shall be included in determining a full-time

equivalent student. credit—completedby o student—in—-excess—eof

+h M 2 e
T T Iroatt

5
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DA A o = =

o}

1
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2. For a student in kindergarten through grade 8, a “full-

time equivalent student” is one student who has successfully

completed six courses or the prescribed level of content that

counts toward promotion to the next grade. A student who

completes fewer than six courses or the prescribed level of

content shall be a fraction of a full-time equivalent student.

The Florida Virtual School may enroll students in a full-time

program for students in kindergarten through grade 12. For

purposes of this paragraph, the calculation of “full-time

equivalent student” shall be as prescribed in s. 1002.45(10) (a).

Section 6. Present subsections (4) through (9) of section
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436 1002.41, Florida Statutes, are renumbered as subsections (5)
437 through (10), respectively, and a new subsection (4) is added to
438 that section, to read:
439 1002.41 Home education programs.—

440 (4) A home education student may enroll in courses offered

441| by the Florida Virtual School or a franchise of the Florida

442| Virtual School, courses offered by statewide virtual providers,

443 or courses offered in the school district in which the student

444 resides.

445 Section 7. Section 1002.45, Florida Statutes, is amended to
446 read:

447 1002.45 Virtual education programs Seheel—distriet—irtuat
448| instruetion programs.—

449 (1) FINDINGS AND PURPOSE.—

450 (a) The Legislature finds that:

451 1. Virtual education is teacher-led instruction provided in

452 an interactive, technological learning environment in which

453 students are separated from their teachers by time or space, or

454| Dboth, and in which a certified teacher is responsible for

455| planning instruction, diagnosing learning needs, prescribing

456| content delivery, assessing student learning, reporting

457 outcomes, and evaluating the effects of instruction.

458 2. Virtual education is an essential ingredient to a high-

459| quality, public education system that can help ensure that each

460 student has access to all types of programs and courses.

461 3. Access to rigorous courses and content, such as Advanced

462 Placement, International Baccalaureate, foreign language, and

463 honors courses, must be available to each student regardless of

464 where the student lives and attends school.
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4. Students throughout Florida must have access to as many

high-quality education options as possible.

5. The State Board of Education must provide expanded

access to online education options to ensure a uniform system of

high-quality education.
(b)

1. Provide quality online education options to each student

The purpose of this section is to:

in Florida.

2. Promote consistency in the qualifications, funding, and

accountability applied to virtual education programs.
(2)+) DEFINITIONS PROGRAM.—
4=+ As used in Ferpurpeses—ef this section,
(a)+= “Approved provider” means a provider that is approved

(3) 2, the

a franchise of the Florida Virtual

the term:

by the Department of Education under subsection
Florida Virtual School,
School,

(b)

of full-time virtual education to a student in kindergarten

or a community college.

“Statewide virtual provider” means an approved provider

through grade 12 or an approved provider of part-time virtual

education to a student in grade 6 through grade 12. The term

does not include a school district that offers a virtual

instruction program.

2 A\

1
VI

Page 17 of 51
CODING: Words strieken are deletions;

words underlined are additions.



SB 1620

2011

Florida Senate

20111620

38-00506A-11

jou D
jon 4 £ -H @ Ky —+
- Hoh o)l o) S () q
D @ . 4b - B o) iy jou T
[09) D M D D - $H @ N Yl D @ oy
4 oW D N N (V] D -H -H D 4P (NI OR
o (O - o) o — g1 ~ — A~ D O @
n NO) i i B N ® L & P H -H @ W
HO)J ¢ (VI D op D, ® D O HH NI I TR oA
B T 0B —H oo e -H D - - D O D @
H ) D - D &Y . { [o9] n -m D ® Y
n (VO] ® iy O - 4“4 oop -H D - D . 09} 4 ®
D b N D B D 4 b R S RO} ORI ON
D [09) ® ® HO)j v P 4 kY] D O . IO TN O}
4b < 4 - o)) ® l ® D ¢ 1 h O B
4 -H oo H 4y D [ON [OFE N N s 0
oy (V] D D o)l $H . ~H -Ho qo|
5 D -H o B D ¢ Yl D @ T D o
- >~ - P D @ oo () D b & & +~ HOREE S| D
iy o )] o - - 4 o D oo D O
()] 4P B A < Q jon (0] -H T B T ¢
B D -H H — [09) N T D @ DI R SR ¢ B
K D ® - 4 - F P ¢ - D O, W ¢4 B
4 in nh - ¢ -f o - P i) HoOW O . D &
0) (O J) oo T D on OB P H P E @
oo oo I -H h HOREE . D 0 D B H © -H @ W
- ¢ B D B D P . 1b D -H P b 4
P Q D g M iy & 6 D - H D @ D © O
P S U] R ¢ [o9) . D D ¢ Hoo@ 4b H D
O] D B o- P HO R SR, 13 >} . [OFE R OR
q i) & [OXI] 4 [09) D 4 DI O )} o,
1A N D ¢ D [ ST () I (0] o HO) D
W qg D HoP 4 H -1 O W P H o-fH P D O &
D D @ 4 OB D B & -H -H B & »oE A
P ) ) RO} ® H B D ¢ b -H 4
o~ (@ VIR ORENE [99] D 4P &£ @ D D 4 Hoo4p
o - -Ho- £ ¢ -t o S P () % - F OB i)
+ v L gFHQ + L BodH 4~ O O ¢
& - i g0 n ¢ W F > SO TR ¢ H ¢
HORY P I s B iy £ M D D ¥ i I ON
(VIO ) sH £ 4P sH ® -fd H T 4P { @
K on ol D ® ® AT} D B #H T @ D ® 4
[o) I} FISE()) D D D, () MO -HooD ! ® D
o -H P - H [ TRNT] - D © & o O T (V] My
1 . ' -H [ON 9] D H 4 o] B L "] D W™ 09} W4y
oL IENQN »oo- - N Yh D 0, @ D -H oD - -H D &
T 4 H D O D © H P S € PR VI ® -t
D ¢ oo L - Q0 D T v ¢ -fd - HooH (O
L O TR Y, I OF + (OJ 5 & D o p P D @ 4P D
& o @ -H -t 4D D D (N O O -H
A T B 4 L +H # O A ¥ (VI D P 0
P 0 fd D ® P O d O - H H oo B
T £ ¢ O ¢ - & i (ONE: BN )] R R OB ) P r Y
> ¢ O 4 D D — B (0] D o D T 4 o D
1 D D o' N ) [o9) -H B B - HO)J D EH D ¢ ¢ D ¢ @©
HOM D DE DI D 4D BN - - (@) D B D q o,
® ¢w A~ P - [OR -H W» A~ o] | & H
o | HOREN ) H © . . D @ -fd g - D . D D
H QR 0 o - B (VI q (D) D @& T H S @ N @
Q K [ON K -H o] B O H o-f . En] . .
o} g} 4 i P F ¢ o P L
oo (§] [00] D N h B E ® D O TR
-H H -H o D - D D - YT D D @
Ea () HO) B o - I I O N ()] Y D, Y
< 0w O~ W O O 4 N M < 0N W >~ 0 o0 O A N OO < 0 W I~ 0 o0 O 4
O O OO OO O O O O O O O O 0O 0 00 O * A A A4 4 A4 4 =4 =+ +4 N N «
AU S RIS RS IS S R 1o N T B To B To N o N To BN To N To NN To N o NN To B To NN To NN o T NN To NN To NN o RN Te BN To NN To NI To BT}

Page 18 of 51

striecken are deletions

Words ; words underlined are additions.

CODING




SB 1620

2011

Florida Senate

20111620

38-00506A-11

9] e
D - ey O
D A0 4D c| o @
[V iy . - Sl O] o .
#H B EH D o ® o| H| E — N n
(O -H 2 -l ] )
-H W . HoQ #$ ¢ | L O ] 0] 4
Hoo-H 4D i1y [OR @ D 4] <] e | ) © - @]
S () n P @ D H N Y| @© | “ @)
n -H -1 O £ 4 o 4| H - ~ - 0
-H P o HO)J (o2 D ® 0] 4 o 3| <G D > P — a
o) b -H ® b @« -d O H @] D e O O
b)) 1A T D R () R A Gl Y IS S )] Q, -
— D -H o @ o)) 4P ol Q] HW| @® ©» O g 0
D g P B O, -H ® D 9] - ol = n Y [ -
D D & O B o - D] N ooy O >
n o, P lON W W T © O H > D @] © - @]
)] ® D = 9] D @ o| -H Ol M| © 0, n o
[69) D H -H  $H -H| V| O -H O O 0 Q,
¢ @ . H D D D — o| -H . » P T -
4 ¢ O 09) D 4P - W D Q) Bl > H D = c
[00] T D on Q| 4l O] @ H T 0O O (@)
(w @ [0} @ @ ¢ P 0] | + ~ 0] o o0 < 0] -~
W -H ¢ -H P D o 0l Qo > > P in}
D O Ke 9] D a a >~ 0 ~ ©
¢ © @ o D @ D @ -H| © S| fH 4> ] c
¢ 4 4P h ¢ O [ DI ol H Q@ Q £ -
@ D -H D HO) - D 4P | Q| - (@] © © Q, © ~ £
oo HORNE = — + O| ©®f ¥ O B ®©® T 4 ©n A
#$ P 0] D O H @ 0 - i} @ 0] o g “
-H B @ H D @ D @ - Z > P O H E o n > O O O
K ST RS D ¢ @ P - O Of 4| H| of ® 4 O 4 A 0
0} QL P jon D Ho o4l H|l Q (OIS o, P -A
Wb by =R VI D 4 4 H Q »| © | L T Q .- © T
¢ O D D P -H @ < — o o 4 9o L n Y4 A
D 4P . & (O b [OF o G| -H @] > @ -~ o P
& -H T A~ e £ - R © “ oy O - o, <
Q 9] I & » [0} & M (o] 0] > 0] “ o @] ©
S ) P T -H -4 P H S P © Q 4 &4 Q ®© &
& D - -t D O H £ ¥ ¢ I n © ol — S -4 o0
[oa) > S D ® ¢ O < gl O | © Y O Y c
® @ D HooW . D ® b D ol Q O| <9 O H a o
D ¢ D ¢ 4o & oy O g Qf O] ®w P ©
@ -H [ON 4y m D v - [ON (0] (@] in] + . o -H N
@ 4b I . & o [09] D [ n| >N Ll n o n 0 4 ©n D
P £ £ O 9 ¢ = P O Il QO a4 E E ®© O -o
b O, P IO (TR )} D A Y4 P| E 9| 4 © B L O =
b -H W -H @ . D -4 @ -H H © cl E 4 O O A
¢ O WP WP Ww> 0 O g O Pl @ O O O L 0
-H  -H D fH K8 HoWp @ v O 0] a N “~ O T n O 0]
Y D D c D B T -Al O] | @ & 4 S © A
@ ©h ¢ 4 OB I O B VR a T MO H| ©f Of P O L O 49
® @ O P P O O O o -¢ n oo o Q9
N1 PR (M D H P! S ol g 3| 9 ¥ < 3 g
@ D 0] ® 0] g o] @ = )] Oo| O (@] = n P O
£} -H B D D -H - 0] 0] o A i a O
ey 4P H B -m A~ D [49] — —~ “ i) Sl P “ 0] o~
CETS I ) P O D P & N H N © O © H LD O O c £ « 0
o B @ ® B ~ O e | — T O © -H 5 0O >~ N O
® K D W 9] n D P -~ A 3 ~ oA O .
D 4p -4 D 4 o B I S 1 I T 1 TS S — o
HQ ™ ¢ 4 D & ® O Q 4] @l © ©n O Q, o
H & b O O L - g9 Q) Al O] -H o Y g o
® - H O & P B o ©f > >N T A4 O 0] —
N < N W >~ W o0 O 4 N M S 0w~ 0 o0 O A N M S W I~ 0 o0 O o
N N NN N NN O O O O OO oOOo»OS$ SO oo oS 0 W0
To N To N o N To NN To N To NN To NN To NN To NN To NN o NN o NENTo NN To NN o NN o NI NN To NN To NN To NENTo N To NN o NN To NENTo NN To NN To NN To BT}

Page 19 of 51

Words strieken are deletions

words underlined are additions.

4

CODING




552
553
554
555
556
557
558
559
560
561
562
563
564
565
566
567
568
569
570
571
572
573
574
575
576
577
578
579
580

Florida Senate - 2011 SB 1620

38-00506A-11 20111620
K

1o
T T

3 Teoaoatrana v o Ao 1o
. TOCocTcCo——arr—atitit—o

+ PN I NP R ot 2 a7 ~NF £+
(= I - %U_I_J_ =] - [ Sy @ R WS S v €% N S (=

Requires all instructional staff to be Florida-certified

teachers under chapter 1012, to hold a teaching certificate from

another state, or to hold a National Board Certification or

American Board Certification, and that it conducts background

screenings for all employees or contracted personnel, as
required by s. 1012.32, using state and national criminal
history records;

4. Possesses prior, successful experience offering online
courses to elementary, middle, or high school students;

5. Is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools Council on Accreditation and School Improvement, the
North Central Association Commission on Accreditation and School
Improvement, the Middle States Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on Elementary Schools and Commission on
Secondary Schools, the New England Association of Schools and
Colleges, the Northwest Association of Accredited Schools, the
Western Association of Schools and Colleges, or the Commission
on International and Trans-Regional Accreditation; and

6. Offers courses that meet the standards of the

International Association for K-12 Online Learning and the

Southern Regional Education Board;

7. Has a detailed curriculum plan and course content that

align to the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards or core

curricular standards, as appropriate;

8. Has a method for determining that a student has

satisfied requirements for graduation under s. 1003.428 or s.

1003.429 if the provider offers a full-time virtual instruction
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program to students in grades 9 through 12;

9. Has provided to the department a parent handbook that

outlines teacher qualifications and duties, instructional time,

and parental participation and required responsibilities for

participating in the program; and

10.6~ If the provider is a state eemmunity college, employs
instructors who meet the certification requirements for
instructional staff under chapter 1012.

(b) Beginning in the 2012-2013 school year, a provider that
is approved under paragraph (a) Anr—approved—provider shall

retain its approved status for a period of 3 years after the

date of the department’s approval under paragraph (a) as long as
the provider continues to comply with all requirements of this
section.

(c) A provider that is approved by the State Board of

Education for the 2011-2012 school year is automatically

approved as a provider for the 2012-2013 school year. After the

2012-2013 school year, the provider is subject to the

application procedure specified in paragraph (a).

(d) Each provider must:

1. Provide each student enrolled in the program with all

necessary instructional materials.

2. Provide, when appropriate, each full-time student

enrolled in the program who meets the eligibility requirements

for free or reduced-priced lunch and who does not have a

computer or Internet access in his or her home with:

a. All equipment necessary for participants in the virtual

instruction program, including, but not limited to, a computer,

computer monitor, and printer if a printer is required to
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participate in the program; and

b. Access to or reimbursement for all Internet services

necessary for online delivery of instruction.

3. Not require tuition or student registration fees.

(4) SCHOOL DISTRICT VIRTUAL INSTRUCTION PROGRAMS.—

(a) Each school district may provide eligible students the

option of participating in a district virtual instruction

program. The purpose of the program is to make instruction

available to students using online and distance learning

technology in the nontraditional classroom. The program may be:

1. Full-time for students in kindergarten through grade 12.

2. Part-time for students in grades 6 through 12.

(b) To provide students with the option of participating in

virtual instruction programs as authorized by paragraph (a), a

school district may:

1. Contract with the Florida Virtual School or establish a

franchise of the Florida Virtual School for the provision of a

program under paragraph (a). This option is subject to the

requirements of this section and s. 1011.61(1) (c)l.b.(III) and
(IV) .

2. Contract with a provider approved under subsection (3).

3. Enter into an agreement with another school district to

allow the participation of its students in an approved virtual

instruction program provided by the other school district. The

agreement must state the process for the transfer of funds.

Contracts under subparagraph 1. or subparagraph 2. may include

multidistrict contractual arrangements that may be executed by a

regional consortium for its member districts. A multidistrict
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contractual arrangement or an agreement under subparagraph 3. is

not subject to s. 1001.42(4) (d) and does not require the

participating school districts to be contiguous.

(c) A charter school may enter into a joint agreement with

the school district in which it is located for the charter

school to be an approved provider or for a charter school’s

students to participate in the school district’s virtual

instruction program.

(d) 3> SCHOOLEDBISTRICT VIRTUALINSTRUCTION—PROGRAM

REQUIREMENTS-——Each school district virtual instruction program

under this section must:
l.4a) Align virtual course curriculum and course content to

the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards under s. 1003.41 or

core curricular standards, as appropriate.

2. Have courses that meet the standards of the

International Association for K-12 Online Learning and the

Southern Regional Education Board.

3.4k Offer instruction that is designed to enable a
student to gain proficiency in each virtually delivered course
of study.

4.4e) Provide each student enrolled in the program with all
the necessary instructional materials.

5.4y Provide;—when—appropriatey each full-time student

enrolled in the program who meets the eligibility requirements

for free or reduced-price lunch and who does not have a computer

or Internet access in his or her home with:

a.+= All equipment necessary for participants in the school
district virtual instruction program, including, but not limited

to, a computer, computer monitor, and printer, if a printer is
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b.2+ Access to or reimbursement for all Internet services

necessary for online delivery of instruction.

6.4e) Not require tuition or student registration fees.

7.

Provide access to the district’s testing facilities to

students enrolled in the virtual instruction program,

the

Florida Virtual School,

or a franchise of the Florida Virtual

School who are required or who choose to participate in state
assessments.

(5)+4)> CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS.—Each contract with an
approved provider must, at a minimum:
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(a)4e)r Specify a method for resolving conflicts among the
partie

) Specify

contract.

authorized reasons for

termination of the

(c)+e)r Require the approved provider to be responsible for

all debts of the school district virtual instruction program if

the contract is not renewed or is terminated.

(d) 5 Require the approved provider to comply with all

requirements of this section.
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697| A provider of digital or online content or curriculum that is

698 used to supplement the instruction of students who are not

699| enrolled in a school district virtual instruction program under

700 this section is not required to meet the requirements of this

701 subsection.

702 (6)+45) STUDENT ELIGIBILITY AND ENROLLMENT.—

703 (a) A student who is a resident of this state may enroll

704| full-time or part-time in:

705 1. A district virtual instruction program provided by the
706| school district in which he or she resides.

707 2. A virtual instruction program offered by a statewide

708| wvirtual provider that is approved by the State Board of

709 Education under subsection (3).

710 (b) Part-time enrollment in a district virtual instruction

711| program or a virtual instruction program offered by a statewide

712 virtual provider may be permitted throughout the school year.

713 (c) The registration period for enrollment in a full-time

714 district virtual instruction program or a virtual instruction

715| program that is approved by the State Board of Education must be

716 at least 90 days and may not end earlier than 30 days before the

717 first day of each semester of the virtual program. +f—the

718 ot A AnE o, + o o+ 1 S ot n 1l etgdine oA+ 2 Ao
STtcoOCTrc—mMcC oo at TCastc OonC— O chiC—TTOoTrTrOw i o crOoOItsS
719 () Th ataad At W oo oAt nyra r a~h 1 PYNENE VS Y
NS TIIC—sScoatChtc s Soptitt —citC—pPpTrrOorr SChiooTr—yCaorT <1t
724 (b)Y  Th atarAdAntE 2o o A At Al 7 A £ o Mmoo £ + 1
o7 TIT S toOCIc—To o Pttt Ciir OO iCimoCT O+ t1it

7125| Yaited—States—ArmedForeces—who—was—transferred—within—theJdast
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(7)4&)> STUDENT PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS.—Each student

enrolled in a full-time seheol—distriet virtual instruction
program must:

(a) Comply with the compulsory attendance requirements of
s. 1003.21.

district.

Student attendance must be verified by the school

(b) Take state assessment tests within the school district
in which such student resides, which must provide the student
with access to the district’s testing facilities.

(8) SCHOOL DISTRICT OBLIGATIONS.—Each school district

shall:

(a) Provide access to the district’s testing facilities to

a student enrolled in a wvirtual instruction program, a virtual

charter school, the Florida Virtual School, or a franchise of

the Florida Virtual School who is required or chooses to

participate in state assessments.

(b) Provide information to parents and students about the

student’s right to participate in a school district virtual

instruction program or in courses offered by a statewide virtual
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provider under this section and in courses offered by the

Florida Virtual School under s. 1002.37.

(c) Post on the district’s website information regarding

online instruction opportunities, including a link to the

website of each approved statewide provider, the school district

virtual instruction program, the virtual charter schools, the

Florida Virtual School, or any franchise of the Florida Virtual
School.
(9) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OBLIGATIONS.—

(a)l. The department shall review the qualifications of

each statewide virtual provider as described in subsection (3).

2. The State Board of Education must approve each statewide

virtual provider that meets the qualifications under subsection
(3) .

3. The State Board of Education shall establish a process

to review and approve the content of each individual course for

each provider of part-time statewide virtual education in grades

6 through 12.

The department may charge reasonable fees, as approved by the

State Board of Education, to each provider for the

administrative costs of reviewing the qualifications of

providers and the content of the virtual courses. The fees may

not exceed the actual cost of the review.

(b) The department shall develop a process to evaluate the

performance of part-time virtual providers. The evaluation must

include, but need not be limited to, the percentage of students:

1. Making learning gains;

2. Successfully passing the required end-of-course
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784 assessments; and

785 3. Taking and scoring a three or higher on advanced

786| placement course exams.

787 (c) The department shall disqualify and remove any full-

788 time statewide virtual provider that receives a “D” or an “F” as

789 a school grade.

790 (d) The department may develop a standard that indicates

791| whether or not a part-time virtual provider is successfully

792 achieving the standards of the program. The department may use

793 school grades to rate how the part-time virtual provider

794 achieves the standards.

795 (e) The department must post on its website information on

796| wvirtual instruction programs, including the approved statewide

797| wvirtual providers, school district virtual instruction programs,

798 virtual charter schools, the Florida Virtual School, or

799 franchises of the Florida Virtual School. A set of disclosure

800 requirements must be developed and provided to all interested

801| parents for each of the full-time and part-time programs. The

802| disclosure must include information concerning the curriculum,

803| parental expectations and responsibilities, school policies, the

804 number of full-time and part-time teachers, student-teacher

805 ratios, and course-completion data.

806 (f) The department shall provide notice to all parents of

807 the enrollment period for full-time virtual programs.

808 (10) 4+ FUNDING.-—

809 (a) Statewide virtual education programs approved under

810 subsection (3) shall report the number of full-time equivalent

811 students for funding to the Department of Education in the

812| manner prescribed by the department and shall be funded through
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813| the Florida Education Finance Program in a method similar to the

814| Florida Virtual School Program and follow the specifications

815 delineated in s. 1002.37(3) (e), (f), and (qg).

816 1. A “full-time equivalent student” for a student enrolled

817 in a kindergarten through grade 12 full-time program shall be

818 calculated and reported as follows:

819 a. Twenty percent for each quarter of delivered

820 instruction, with an additional 10 percent earned after

821 successful completion of the first and second quarters.

822 b. After successful completion of all four quarters of

823 instruction, another 10 percent earned for students in

824 kindergarten through grade 5 who are promoted to the next grade

825 level or passage of the course for students in grades 6 through
826 12.

827 c. A student may not be reported for more than 1.0 full-

828 time equivalent in any given school year.

829 2. A “full-time equivalent student” for a student enrolled

830| part-time in a grade 6 through grade 12 program shall have the

831 same meaning as provided in s. 1011.61(1) (c)l.b.(IV).

832 (b) School district virtual instruction programs authorized

833 in subsection (4) shall report the number of full-time

834 equivalent students to the Department of Education in the manner

835| prescribed by the department and shall be funded through the

836| Florida Education Finance Program; however, such funds may not

837| Dbe provided for the purpose of fulfilling the class size
838 requirements in ss. 1003.03 and 1011.685.

839 1. A “full-time equivalent student” for a student enrolled

840 in a kindergarten through grade 12 full-time program shall be

841 calculated and reported as follows:
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a. Twenty percent for each quarter of delivered

instruction, with an additional 10 percent after the student’s

successful completion of the first and second quarters.

b. After successful completion of all four quarters of

instruction, an additional 10 percent for students in

kindergarten through grade 5 who are promoted to the next grade

level or passage of the course for students in grades 6 through
12.

2. A “full-time equivalent student” for a student enrolled

part-time in a grade 6 through 12 program shall have the same
1011.61(1) (c)1l.b. (IV).

meaning as provided in s.

3. A student may not be reported as more than 1.0 full-time

equivalent in any given school year.
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(c) A community college provider may not report students
who are served in a school district virtual instruction program
for funding under the Community College Program Fund.

(11)+48)» ASSESSMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY.—
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(a) Each statewide virtual provider and each approved

provider contracted under this section must:

1. Participate in the statewide assessment program under s.
1008.22 and in the state’s education performance accountability
system under s. 1008.31.

2. Receive a school grade under s. 1008.34 or a school

improvement rating under s. 1008.341, as applicable. The school
grade or school improvement rating received by each approved
provider shall be based upon the aggregated assessment scores of
all students served by the provider statewide. The department
shall publish the school grade or school improvement rating
received by each approved provider on its Internet website.

(b) The performance of part-time students in grades 9
through 12 shall not be included for purposes of school grades
(a)2.;

their performance shall be included for school grading or school

or school improvement ratings under subparagraph however,

improvement rating purposes by the nonvirtual school providing

the student’s primary instruction.
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(c)+e»- An approved provider’s contract must be terminated,

and the department shall disqualify and remove a provider from

the list of approved providers, if the provider receives a
1008.34 or a school

1008.341 fexr—2

school grade of “D” or “F” under s.

improvement rating of “Declining” under s.

LS PN
AT
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duringanyeconseeutive 4—-year perioed. The State Board of

Education may extend the eligibility of a provider that receives

a school grade of “D” by 1 year if the provider submits a school

improvement plan to the department. A disqualified provider is

not eligible to resubmit an application for 2 years after the

year in which the provider is disqualified. A—provider—+that—has
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(12)+5)» EXCEPTIONS.—A provider of digital or online content
or curriculum that is used to supplement the instruction of
students who are not enrolled in a school district virtual
instruction program under this section is not required to meet

the requirements of this section.
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(13)44+3)> RULES.—The State Board of Education shall adopt
rules necessary to administer this section, including rules that
establish the approval process for virtual courses in grades 6

through 12,

rules that prescribe school district reporting
(10),

students are able to enroll and participate in the full-time or

requirements under subsection and rules that ensure that

part-time virtual program or course of their choice and are not
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929| assigned by their resident district to any virtual program or

930 course without their consent H-.

931 Section 8. Paragraph (i) of subsection (1) of section

932 1003.02, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

933 1003.02 District school board operation and control of

934| public K-12 education within the school district.—As provided in
935| part II of chapter 1001, district school boards are

936| constitutionally and statutorily charged with the operation and
937 control of public K-12 education within their school district.
938 The district school boards must establish, organize, and operate
939 their public K-12 schools and educational programs, employees,
940 and facilities. Their responsibilities include staff

941| development, public K-12 school student education including

942| education for exceptional students and students in juvenile

943 justice programs, special programs, adult education programs,
944 and career education programs. Additionally, district school

945| Dboards must:

946 (1) Provide for the proper accounting for all students of
947 school age, for the attendance and control of students at

948 school, and for proper attention to health, safety, and other
949| matters relating to the welfare of students in the following

950 fields:

951 (1) Parental notification of acceleration mechanisms.—At
952 the beginning of each school year, notify parents of students in
953| or entering high school of the opportunity and benefits of

954 advanced placement, International Baccalaureate, Advanced

955 International Certificate of Education, dual enrollment, courses

956 offered through statewide virtual providers, school district

957 virtual instruction programs, virtual charter schools, and
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Florida Virtual School courses.

Section 9. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section
1003.03, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.03 Maximum class size.—

(3) IMPLEMENTATION OPTIONS.—District school boards must
consider, but are not limited to, implementing the following
items in order to meet the constitutional class size maximums
described in subsection (1):

(b) Adopt policies to encourage students to take courses

from the Florida Virtual School, statewide wvirtual providers,

virtual charter schools, and school district virtual instruction

programs.

Section 10. Subsection (2) of section 1003.428, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

1003.428 General requirements for high school graduation;
revised.—

(2) The 24 credits may be earned through applied,
integrated, and combined courses approved by the Department of
Education. The 24 credits shall be distributed as follows:

(a) Sixteen core curriculum credits:

1. Four credits in English, with major concentration in
composition, reading for information, and literature.

2. Four credits in mathematics, one of which must be
Algebra I, a series of courses equivalent to Algebra I, or a
higher-level mathematics course. Beginning with students
entering grade 9 in the 2010-2011 school year, in addition to
the Algebra I credit requirement, one of the four credits in
mathematics must be geometry or a series of courses equivalent

to geometry as approved by the State Board of Education.
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Beginning with students entering grade 9 in the 2010-2011 school
year, the end-of-course assessment requirements under s.
1008.22(3) (c)2.a.(I) must be met in order for a student to earn
the required credit in Algebra I. Beginning with students
entering grade 9 in the 2011-2012 school year, the end-of-course
assessment requirements under s. 1008.22(3) (c)2.a.(I) must be
met in order for a student to earn the required credit in
geometry. Beginning with students entering grade 9 in the 2012-
2013 school year, in addition to the Algebra I and geometry
credit requirements, one of the four credits in mathematics must
be Algebra II or a series of courses equivalent to Algebra II as
approved by the State Board of Education.

3. Three credits in science, two of which must have a
laboratory component. Beginning with students entering grade 9
in the 2011-2012 school year, one of the three credits in
science must be Biology I or a series of courses equivalent to
Biology I as approved by the State Board of Education. Beginning
with students entering grade 9 in the 2011-2012 school year, the
end-of-course assessment requirements under s.

1008.22(3) (c)2.a.(II) must be met in order for a student to earn
the required credit in Biology I. Beginning with students
entering grade 9 in the 2013-2014 school year, one of the three
credits must be Biology I or a series of courses equivalent to
Biology I as approved by the State Board of Education, one
credit must be chemistry or physics or a series of courses
equivalent to chemistry or physics as approved by the State
Board of Education, and one credit must be an equally rigorous
course, as determined by the State Board of Education.

4., Three credits in social studies as follows: one credit
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1016| in United States history; one credit in world history; one-half
1017 credit in economics; and one-half credit in United States
1018 government.

1019 5. One credit in fine or performing arts, speech and

1020 debate, or a practical arts course that incorporates artistic
1021 content and techniques of creativity, interpretation, and

1022| imagination. Eligible practical arts courses shall be identified
1023| through the Course Code Directory.

1024 6. One credit in physical education to include integration
1025| of health. Participation in an interscholastic sport at the

1026 junior varsity or varsity level for two full seasons shall

1027 satisfy the one-credit requirement in physical education if the
1028 student passes a competency test on personal fitness with a

1029 score of “C” or better. The competency test on personal fitness
1030| must be developed by the Department of Education. A district
1031 school board may not require that the one credit in physical
1032 education be taken during the 9th grade year. Completion of one
1033 semester with a grade of “C” or better in a marching band class,
1034 in a physical activity class that requires participation in

1035| marching band activities as an extracurricular activity, or in a
1036| dance class shall satisfy one-half credit in physical education
1037 or one-half credit in performing arts. This credit may not be
1038 used to satisfy the personal fitness requirement or the

1039 requirement for adaptive physical education under an individual
1040 education plan (IEP) or 504 plan. Completion of 2 years in a
1041 Reserve Officer Training Corps (R.0O.T.C.) class, a significant
1042 component of which is drills, shall satisfy the one-credit

1043| requirement in physical education and the one-credit requirement

1044 in performing arts. This credit may not be used to satisfy the
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1045| personal fitness requirement or the requirement for adaptive
1046| physical education under an individual education plan (IEP) or
1047 504 plan.
1048 (b) Eight credits in electives.
1049 1. For each year in which a student scores at Level 1 on
1050 FCAT Reading, the student must be enrolled in and complete an
1051 intensive reading course the following year. Placement of Level
1052 2 readers in either an intensive reading course or a content
1053 area course in which reading strategies are delivered shall be
1054| determined by diagnosis of reading needs. The department shall
1055| provide guidance on appropriate strategies for diagnosing and
1056| meeting the varying instructional needs of students reading
1057 below grade level. Reading courses shall be designed and offered
1058| pursuant to the comprehensive reading plan required by s.
1059| 1011.62(9).
1060 2. For each year in which a student scores at Level 1 or
1061 Level 2 on FCAT Mathematics, the student must receive
1062 remediation the following year. These courses may be taught
1063| through applied, integrated, or combined courses and are subject
1064 to approval by the department for inclusion in the Course Code
1065 Directory.
1066
1067| Beginning with students entering grade 9 in the 2011-2012 school

1068 year, at least one course must be taken online. However, an

1069| online course taken during grades 6 through 8 fulfills this

1070 requirement. A student who is eligible for dual enrollment may

1071 fulfill this requirement through participation in any online

1072 course offered by a state college, state university, or an

1073 independent college or university.
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1074 Section 11. Section 1003.07, Florida Statutes, 1s created
1075 to read:
1076 1003.07 Digital Learning Now.—There is created the Digital

1077 Learning Now Act.
1078 (1) ELEMENTS OF HIGH-QUALITY DIGITAL LEARNING.—The

1079| Legislature finds that each student enrolled as a public school,

1080| private school, or home education student should have access to

1081| multiple high-quality digital learning providers that provide

1082 the following elements, which are essential for a high-quality

1083 digital learning environment in the state:

1084 (a) Access to digital learning.

1085 (b) Access to high-quality digital content and online

1086 courses.

1087 (c) Education that is customized to the needs of the

1088 student using digital content provided by state-approved

1089| providers.

1090 (d) A means for the student to demonstrate competency in

1091 completed coursework.

1092 (e) High-quality digital content, instructional materials,

1093 and online and blended-learning courses.

1094 (f) High-quality digital instruction and teachers.

1095 (g) Content and instruction that are evaluated on the

1096| metric of student learning.

1097 (h) The use of funding as an incentive for performance,

1098 options, and innovation.

1099 (i) Infrastructure that supports digital learning.
1100 (jJ) Online administration of state assessments.
1101 (2) STUDENT ELIGIBILITY AND ACCESS.—FEach student,

1102 regardless of whether he or she is enrolled in a public school
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1103| or private school or is a home education student, is eligible to

1104| participate in full-time or part-time state virtual programs
1105 through:

1106 (a) The Florida Virtual School established in s.

1107 1002.37 (1) (b) .

1108 (b) Virtual education programs established in s. 1002.45.
1109 (c) Virtual charter schools as authorized in s. 1002.33.
1110 (3) DIGITAL PREPARATION.—Each student must graduate from

1111| high school having had experience in taking an online course as
1112| provided in s. 1003.428.
1113 (4) CUSTOMIZED AND ACCELERATED LEARNING.—Any student who is

1114| enrolled in a public school district may register and enroll in

1115| an online course identified in the course code directory offered

1116| by any other district in the state. The student may register and

1117 enroll only in those courses offered directly by the school

1118| district and may not enroll in courses offered through district

1119| wvirtual instruction programs. The district that offers the

1120 course and in which the student completes the course shall

1121 report the student’s completion in the course for funding
1122| pursuant to s. 1011.61(1) (c)1l.b. (VI).
1123 (5) ONLINE CONTENT AND INSTRUCTION.-—

1124 (a) A district may offer online content that is aligned

1125 with Next Generation Sunshine Standards or core curricular

1126 standards, as appropriate.

1127 (b) A district may use an online instructor who resides

1128| within or outside the district in a full-time capacity or as an

1129| adjunct educator pursuant to s. 1012.57.

1130 Section 12. Paragraph (g) of subsection (3) of section
1131 1008.22, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
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1008.22 Student assessment program for public schools.—

(3) STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM.—The commissioner shall
design and implement a statewide program of educational
assessment that provides information for the improvement of the
operation and management of the public schools, including
schools operating for the purpose of providing educational
services to youth in Department of Juvenile Justice programs.
The commissioner may enter into contracts for the continued
administration of the assessment, testing, and evaluation
programs authorized and funded by the Legislature. Contracts may
be initiated in 1 fiscal year and continue into the next and may
be paid from the appropriations of either or both fiscal years.
The commissioner is authorized to negotiate for the sale or
lease of tests, scoring protocols, test scoring services, and
related materials developed pursuant to law. Pursuant to the
statewide assessment program, the commissioner shall:

(g) Beginning in 2014-2015 school year, administer all

statewide assessment, including end-of-course assessments, in an

online format. Study—the—-ecostand studentachievementimpact—of

Section 13. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
1011.61, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1011.61 Definitions.—Notwithstanding the provisions of s.
1000.21, the following terms are defined as follows for the
purposes of the Florida Education Finance Program:

(1) A “full-time equivalent student” in each program of the

district is defined in terms of full-time students and part-time
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1161 students as follows:
1162 (c)l. A “full-time equivalent student” is:
1163 a. A full-time student in any one of the programs listed in

1164 s. 1011.62 (1) (c); or

1165 b. A combination of full-time or part-time students in any
1166| one of the programs listed in s. 1011.62(1) (c¢) which is the
1167| equivalent of one full-time student based on the following

1168 calculations:

1169 (I) A full-time student, except a postsecondary or adult
1170 student or a senior high school student enrolled in adult

1171 education when such courses are required for high school

1172| graduation, in a combination of programs listed in s.

1173 1011.62 (1) (c) shall be a fraction of a full-time equivalent
1174| membership in each special program equal to the number of net
1175| hours per school year for which he or she is a member, divided
1176| by the appropriate number of hours set forth in subparagraph
1177 (a)l. or subparagraph (a)2. The difference between that fraction
1178 or sum of fractions and the maximum value as set forth in

1179 subsection (4) for each full-time student is presumed to be the
1180| balance of the student’s time not spent in such special

1181 education programs and shall be recorded as time in the

1182 appropriate basic program.

1183 (IT) A prekindergarten handicapped student shall meet the
1184 requirements specified for kindergarten students.

1185 (IITI) A full-time equivalent student for students in

1186| kindergarten through grade 12 & in a full-time secheoot—distriect
1187 virtual instruction program under s. 1002.45 shall consist of a
1188 student who has successfully completed a basic program listed in
1189 s. 1011.62(1) (c)1l. or 3., as prescribed in s. 1002.45 s+
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(IV) A full-time equivalent student for students in grades

6 through 12 in a part-time seheol—distriet virtual instruction

program under s. 1002.4543H) 4+ —and—2+ shall consist of six
full credit course completions in programs listed in s.
1011.62(1) (¢c)1.b. or c. and 3. Course E£¥edit completions may ean

be a combination of full-credit courses or half-credit courses

Tty £127 7 AN~ o r Ihalf ~avnAda 4+ o
CTroccrr—TTorrr CreGroco O TtTIarr STt s.

(V) A Florida Virtual School full-time equivalent student
shall consist of six full credit course completions or the

prescribed level of content that counts toward promotion to the

next grade in the programs listed in s. 1011.62(1l) (c)l.a. and Db.
for kindergarten g¥ades—6 through grade 8 and the programs
listed in s. 1011.62(1) (c)l.c. and 3. for grades 9 through 12.

Course €redit completions may earn be a combination of full-

credit courses or half-credit courses eitherfull eredits—or

half s dd+ o
[ N Ny @ R e iy [ S PR W I Sy S )

(VI) Each successfully completed credit earned though an

online course delivered by a district other than the district in

which the student resides shall be calculated as 1/6 FTE.

(VII)+¥H- Each successfully completed credit earned under
the alternative high school course credit requirements
authorized in s. 1002.375, which is not reported as a portion of
the 900 net hours of instruction pursuant to subparagraph
(1) (a)1l., shall be calculated as 1/6 FTE.

2. A student in membership in a program scheduled for more
or less than 180 school days or the equivalent on an hourly

basis as specified by rules of the State Board of Education is a
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1219| fraction of a full-time equivalent membership equal to the
1220| number of instructional hours in membership divided by the
1221 appropriate number of hours set forth in subparagraph (a)l.;
1222 however, for the purposes of this subparagraph, membership in
1223| programs scheduled for more than 180 days is limited to students
1224| enrolled in juvenile justice education programs and the Florida
1225| Virtual School.
1226
1227 The department shall determine and implement an equitable method
1228 of equivalent funding for experimental schools and for schools
1229| operating under emergency conditions, which schools have been
1230 approved by the department to operate for less than the minimum

1231 school day.

1232 Section 14. Section 1011.68, Florida Statutes, is amended
1233 to read:
1234 1011.68 Funds for student transportation.—The annual

1235 allocation to each district for transportation to public school
1236| programs, including charter schools as provided in s.
1237 1002.33(18) (b) +8233+H+H+p), of students in membership in

1238 kindergarten through grade 12 and in migrant and exceptional

1239| student programs below kindergarten shall be determined as

1240 follows:

1241 (1) Subject to the rules of the State Board of Education,
1242 each district shall determine the membership of students who are
1243 transported:

1244 (a) By reason of living 2 miles or more from school.

1245 (b) By reason of being students with disabilities or

1246 enrolled in a teenage parent program, regardless of distance to
1247 school.
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1248 (c) By reason of being in a state prekindergarten program,
1249 regardless of distance from school.

1250 (d) By reason of being career, dual enrollment, or students
1251| with disabilities transported from one school center to another
1252 to participate in an instructional program or service; or

1253 students with disabilities, transported from one designation to
1254 another in the state, provided one designation is a school

1255| center and provided the student’s individual educational plan
1256 (IEP) identifies the need for the instructional program or

1257 service and transportation to be provided by the school

1258 district. A “school center” is defined as a public school

1259| center, community college, state university, or other facility
1260 rented, leased, or owned and operated by the school district or
1261| another public agency. A “dual enrollment student” is defined as
1262 a public school student in membership in both a public secondary
1263 school program and a community college or a state university
1264| program under a written agreement to partially fulfill ss.

1265 1003.435 and 1007.23 and earning full-time equivalent membership
1266| under s. 1011.62(1) (i) .

1267 (e) With respect to elementary school students whose grade
1268 level does not exceed grade 6, by reason of being subjected to
1269| hazardous walking conditions en route to or from school as

1270| provided in s. 1006.23. Such rules shall, when appropriate,

1271| provide for the determination of membership under this paragraph
1272 for less than 1 year to accommodate the needs of students who
1273| require transportation only until such hazardous conditions are
1274 corrected.

1275 (f) By reason of being a pregnant student or student

1276| parent, and the child of a student parent as provided in s.
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1003.54, regardless of distance from school.
(2) The allocation for each district shall be calculated

annually in accordance with the following formula:

T = B + EX. The elements of this formula are defined as follows:
T is the total dollar allocation for transportation. B is the
base transportation dollar allocation prorated by an adjusted
student membership count. The adjusted membership count shall be
derived from a multiplicative index function in which the base
student membership is adjusted by multiplying it by index
numbers that individually account for the impact of the price
level index, average bus occupancy, and the extent of rural
population in the district. EX is the base transportation dollar
allocation for disabled students prorated by an adjusted
disabled student membership count. The base transportation
dollar allocation for disabled students is the total state base
disabled student membership count weighted for increased costs
associated with transporting disabled students and multiplying
it by an average per student cost for transportation as
determined by the Legislature. The adjusted disabled student
membership count shall be derived from a multiplicative index
function in which the weighted base disabled student membership
is adjusted by multiplying it by index numbers that individually
account for the impact of the price level index, average bus
occupancy, and the extent of rural population in the district.
FEach adjustment factor shall be designed to affect the base
allocation by no more or less than 10 percent.

(3) The total allocation to each district for

transportation of students shall be the sum of the amounts
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1306| determined in subsection (2). If the funds appropriated for the
1307| purpose of implementing this section are not sufficient to pay
1308 the base transportation allocation and the base transportation
1309 allocation for disabled students, the Department of Education
1310 shall prorate the available funds on a percentage basis. If the
1311 funds appropriated for the purpose of implementing this section
1312 exceed the sum of the base transportation allocation and the
1313| base transportation allocation for disabled students, the base
1314 transportation allocation for disabled students shall be limited
1315 to the amount calculated in subsection (2), and the remaining
1316| balance shall be added to the base transportation allocation.
1317 (4) No district shall use funds to purchase transportation
1318| equipment and supplies at prices which exceed those determined
1319| by the department to be the lowest which can be obtained, as
1320| prescribed in s. 1006.27(1).

1321 (5) Funds allocated or apportioned for the payment of

1322 student transportation services may be used to pay for

1323| transportation of students to and from school on local general
1324| purpose transportation systems. Student transportation funds may
1325 also be used to pay for transportation of students to and from
1326 school in private passenger cars and boats when the

1327 transportation is for isolated students, or students with

1328 disabilities as defined by rule. Subject to the rules of the
1329 State Board of Education, each school district shall determine
1330 and report the number of assigned students using general purpose
1331 transportation private passenger cars and boats. The allocation
1332| per student must be equal to the allocation per student riding a
1333 school bus.

1334 (6) Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, in no
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case shall any student or students be counted for transportation
funding more than once per day. This provision includes counting
students for funding pursuant to trips in school buses,

passenger cars, oOr boats or general purpose transportation.

Section 15. Section 1012.57, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

1012.57 Certification of adjunct educators.—

(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of ss. 1012.32, 1012.55,
and 1012.56, or any other provision of law or rule to the
contrary, district school boards shall adopt rules to allow for
the issuance of an adjunct teaching certificate to any applicant
who fulfills the requirements of s. 1012.56(2) (a)-(f) and (10)
and who has expertise in the subject area to be taught. An
applicant shall be considered to have expertise in the subject
area to be taught if the applicant demonstrates sufficient
subject area mastery through passage of a subject area test. The
adjunct teaching certificate shall be used for part-time

teaching positions.

(2) The Legislature intends that this section FThe—intent—of

thisprovisreon—3s5—Fte allow:
(a

(a) School districts to tap the wealth of talent and
expertise represented in Florida’s citizens who may wish to
teach part-time in a Florida public school by permitting school
districts to issue adjunct certificates to qualified applicants.

(b) School districts to use the expertise of individuals in

this state or other states who wish to provide online

instruction to Florida students by permitting school districts

to issue adjunct certificates to qualified applicants.

(3) Adjunct certificateholders should be used as a strategy
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l.a. Have been in operation for 3 or more years;

b. Be governed by a governing board established in the
state for 3 or more years which operates both charter schools
and conversion charter schools within the state;

c. Be an expanded feeder chain of a charter school within
the same school district that is currently receiving charter
school capital outlay funds;

d. Have been accredited by the Commission on Schools of the
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools; or

e. Serve students in facilities that are provided by a
business partner for a charter school-in-the-workplace pursuant

to s. 1002.33(16) (b) IB0233E5)b).

2. Have financial stability for future operation as a

charter school.

3. Have satisfactory student achievement based on state
accountability standards applicable to the charter school.

4. Have received final approval from its sponsor pursuant
to s. 1002.33 for operation during that fiscal year.

5. Serve students in facilities that are not provided by
the charter school’s sponsor.

(e) Unless otherwise provided in the General Appropriations
Act, the funding allocation for each eligible charter school is
determined by multiplying the school’s projected student
enrollment by one-fifteenth of the cost-per-student station
specified in s. 1013.64(6) (b) for an elementary, middle, or high
school, as appropriate. If the funds appropriated are not
sufficient, the commissioner shall prorate the available funds
among eligible charter schools. However, a charter school or

charter lab school may not receive state charter school capital

Page 49 of 51

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2011 SB 1620

38-00506A-11 20111620
1422 outlay funds greater than the one-fifteenth cost per student
1423 station formula if the charter school’s combination of state
1424 charter school capital outlay funds, capital outlay funds
1425 calculated through the reduction in the administrative fee
1426 provided in s. 1002.33(21) 360623326}, and capital outlay funds

1427 allowed in s. 1002.32(9) (e) and (h) exceeds the one-fifteenth

1428 cost per student station formula.

1429 (2) A charter school’s governing body may use charter
1430 school capital outlay funds for the following purposes:

1431 (h) Purchase, lease-purchase, or lease of driver’s

1432| education vehicles; motor vehicles used for the maintenance or
1433| operation of plants and equipment; security vehicles; or

1434| wvehicles used in storing or distributing materials and

1435| equipment.

1436
1437 Conversion charter schools may use capital outlay funds received
1438 through the reduction in the administrative fee provided in s.
1439 1002.33(21) +BH62-33420) for renovation, repair, and maintenance

1440 of school facilities that are owned by the sponsor.

1441 Section 17. By December 1, 2011, the Office of Program

1442 Policy Analysis and Government Accountability, or an independent

1443 research organization selected by the department, shall submit a

1444 report to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the

1445 Speaker of the House of Representatives which evaluates the best

1446| methods for implementing part-time virtual education in

1447 kindergarten through grade 5.

1448 Section 18. If any provision of this act or its application

1449| to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the invalidity

1450 does not affect other provisions or applications of the act
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which can be given effect without the invalid provision or

application, and to this end the provisions of this act are

severable.

Section 19. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law.
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