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Florida Senate - 2012 SB 1084

By Senator Garcia

40-01075-12 20121084

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to administrative procedures; amending
s. 120.55, F.S.; revising provisions with respect to
the revision and publication of the Florida
Administrative Code to provide that the Department of
State is not required to publish a printed version of
the code but may contract with a publishing firm for a
printed publication; providing that the electronic
version of the code is the official compilation of the
administrative rules of the state; providing for
adopted rules and material incorporated by reference
to be filed in electronic forms; renaming the “Florida
Administrative Weekly” as the “Florida Administrative
Register”; requiring a continuous revision and
publication of the Florida Administrative Register on
an Internet website managed by the Department of
State; revising content and website search
requirements; deleting a requirement to provide
printed copies of the Florida Administrative Register
to certain federal and state entities; providing a
directive to the Division of Statutory Revision;

providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 120.55, Florida Statutes, is amended to

read:
120.55 Publication.—
(1) The Department of State shall:
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(a)1l. Through a continuous revision and publication system,

compile and publish electronically, on an Internet website
managed by the department, the “Florida Administrative Code.”
The Florida Administrative Code shall contain all rules adopted
by each agency, citing the grant of rulemaking authority and the
specific law implemented pursuant to which each rule was
adopted, all history notes as authorized in s. 120.545(7),
complete indexes to all rules contained in the code, and any
other material required or authorized by law or deemed useful by
the department. The electronic code shall display each rule

chapter currently in effect in browse mode and allow full text

search of the code and each rule chapter. The department shald

may contract with a publishing firm for a sweh printed

publication; however, the department shall retain responsibility

for the code as provided in this section. Supptementation—of the
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menrthty+ The electronic printed publication shall be the

official compilation of the administrative rules of this state.
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The Department of State shall retain the copyright over the
Florida Administrative Code.

2. Rules general in form but applicable to only one school
district, community college district, or county, or a part
thereof, or state university rules relating to internal
personnel or business and finance shall not be published in the
Florida Administrative Code. Exclusion from publication in the
Florida Administrative Code shall not affect the validity or
effectiveness of such rules.

3. At the beginning of the section of the code dealing with
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an agency that files copies of its rules with the department,
the department shall publish the address and telephone number of
the executive offices of each agency, the manner by which the
agency indexes its rules, a listing of all rules of that agency
excluded from publication in the code, and a statement as to
where those rules may be inspected.

4. Forms shall not be published in the Florida
Administrative Code; but any form which an agency uses in its
dealings with the public, along with any accompanying
instructions, shall be filed with the committee before it 1is
used. Any form or instruction which meets the definition of
“rule” provided in s. 120.52 shall be incorporated by reference
into the appropriate rule. The reference shall specifically
state that the form is being incorporated by reference and shall
include the number, title, and effective date of the form and an
explanation of how the form may be obtained. Each form created
by an agency which is incorporated by reference in a rule notice
of which is given under s. 120.54(3) (a) after December 31, 2007,
must clearly display the number, title, and effective date of
the form and the number of the rule in which the form is
incorporated.

5. The department shall allow adopted rules and material

incorporated by reference to be filed in electronic form as
prescribed by department rule. When a rule is filed for adoption
with incorporated material in electronic form, the department’s
publication of the Florida Administrative Code on its Internet
website must contain a hyperlink from the incorporating
reference in the rule directly to that material. The department

may not allow hyperlinks from rules in the Florida
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Administrative Code to any material other than that filed with
and maintained by the department, but may allow hyperlinks to
incorporated material maintained by the department from the
adopting agency’s website or other sites.

(b) Electronically publish on an Internet website managed

by the department a continuous revision and weekity publication

entitled the “Florida Administrative Register Weekdy,” which

shall serve as the official Internet—website—for—such

publication and must contain:
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1.2+ All notices required by s. 120.54(3) (a), showing the
text of all rules proposed for consideration.
2.3~ All notices of public meetings, hearings, and

workshops conducted in accordance with the—provisiens—ef s.

120.525, including a statement of the manner in which a copy of
the agenda may be obtained.

3.4+ A notice of each request for authorization to amend or
repeal an existing uniform rule or for the adoption of new
uniform rules.

4.5+ Notice of petitions for declaratory statements or
administrative determinations.

5.6+ A summary of each objection to any rule filed by the
Administrative Procedures Committee during—the preeceding—week.
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6.8+ Any other material required or authorized by law or

deemed useful by the department.
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The department may contract with a publishing firm for a printed

publication shaltdl—publish a printed—ersien of the Florida

Administrative Register Weeklty and make copies available on an

annual subscription basis. Thedepartmentmay contrackt—with —=
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(c)+e Prescribe by rule the style and form required for

rules, notices, and other materials submitted for filing.

(d) 4> Charge each agency using the Florida Administrative
Register Weekly a space rate to cover the costs related to the
Florida Administrative Register Weeklsy and the Florida
Administrative Code.

(e)+er Maintain a permanent record of all notices published
in the Florida Administrative Register Weekity.

(2) The Florida Administrative Register Weekity Internet
website must allow users to:

(a) Search for notices by type, publication date, rule
number, word, subject, and agency.s

(b) Search a database that makes available all notices
published on the website for a period of at least 5 years.s+

(c) Subscribe to an automated e-mail notification of

selected notices to be sent out before or concurrently with
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weekty publication of the printed—and electronic Florida
Administrative Register Weekdlsy. Such notification must include
in the text of the e-mail a summary of the content of each
notice.s+

(d) View agency forms and other materials submitted to the
department in electronic form and incorporated by reference in
proposed rules.;—and

(e) Comment on proposed rules.

(3) Publication of material required by paragraph (1) (b) on
the Florida Administrative Register Weekdly Internet website does
not preclude publication of such material on an agency’s website
or by other means.

(4) Each agency shall provide copies of its rules upon
request, with citations to the grant of rulemaking authority and
the specific law implemented for each rule.

(5) Any publication of a proposed rule promulgated by an
agency, whether published in the Florida Administrative Register
cede or elsewhere, shall include, along with the rule, the name
of the person or persons originating such rule, the name of the
agency head who approved the rule, and the date upon which the
rule was approved.

(6) Access to the Florida Administrative Register Weekly
Internet website and its contents, including the e-mail

notification service, shall be free for the public.
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