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Florida Senate - 2012 (PROPOSED COMMITTEE BILL) SPB 7048

FOR CONSIDERATION By the Committee on Children, Families, and
Elder Affairs

586-01624-12 20127048
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the Department of Children and
Family Services; amending s. 20.04, F.S.; changing the
name of the department to the “Department of Children
and Families”; requiring that the department be
geographically organized into circuits and regions;
amending s. 20.19, F.S.; revising provisions relating
to the establishment of the department; providing for
a Director for Substance Abuse and Mental Health,
appointed by the secretary of the department; revising
the services provided by the department and abolishing
the program offices; deleting provisions establishing
service districts; providing for community alliances
to be established at the discretion of the department,
rather than required; revising the membership
requirements for community alliances; deleting
provisions providing for a prototype region; deleting
provisions providing an exemption from competitive
bids for certain health services; amending s. 20.43,
F.S., relating to the service areas of the Department
of Health; conforming provisions to the abolishment of
the service districts of the Department of Children
and Family Services; amending s. 39.01, F.S.;
conforming a cross-reference; amending s. 394.78,
F.S.; removing an obsolete reference to health and
human services boards; amending s. 420.622, F.S.,
relating to the State Office on Homelessness within
the Department of Children and Families; removing a

requirement that the executive director of the office
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be appointed by the Governor; providing for
legislation to conform the Florida Statutes to changes

made by the act; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (4) of section 20.04, Florida

Statutes, 1s amended to read:

20.04 Structure of executive branch.—The executive branch
of state government is structured as follows:

(4) Within the Department of Children and Families ¥Famity

Serviees there are organizational units called “circuits” and

Each

“regions.” Mprooram P = AP /A NP P B ST [ IR g
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circuit is aligned geographically with each of the state’s

judicial circuits, and each region is comprised of multiple

circuits that are in geographical proximity to each other.

Section 20.19, Florida Statutes,

Section 2. is amended to
read:
20.19 Department of Children and Families Family—Servieces.—

There is created a Department of Children and Families Famity
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(1)+2> SECRETARY OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES FAMIEY—SERVEICES;
DEPUTY SECRETARY.—

(a) The head of the department is the Secretary of Children
and Families Famity—Serviees. The secretary is appointed by the
Governor, subject to confirmation by the Senate. The secretary
serves at the pleasure of the Governor.

(b) The secretary shall appoint a deputy secretary who
shall act in the absence of the secretary. The deputy secretary
is directly responsible to the secretary, performs such duties
as are assigned by the secretary, and serves at the pleasure of
the secretary.

(c)1l. The secretary shall appoint an Assistant Secretary
for Substance Abuse and Mental Health. The assistant secretary
shall serve at the pleasure of the secretary and must have
expertise in both areas of responsibility.

2. The secretary shall appoint a Pregram Director for

Substance Abuse and a—Pregram bireeter—for Mental Health who has
kawve the requisite expertise and experience in—their—respeective

fiedtds to head the state’s Substance Abuse and Mental Health
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(3)46> COMMUNITY ALLIANCES.-—
(a) The department may shatd,

communities,

i
establish a community a
community leaders, client representa

services in each county to provide a

n consultation with local
lliance of the stakeholders,
tives, and funders of human

focal point for community

participation and governance of community-based services. An

alliance may cover more than one cou
determined to provide for more effec
community alliance shall represent t
community.

(b)
not necessarily be limited to:

1. Joint planning for resource
community, including resources appro
and any funds that local funding sou

2. Needs assessment and establi
priorities for service delivery.

3.
required outcomes.

4. Serving as a catalyst for co

development.
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nty when such arrangement is
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5. Providing for community education and advocacy on issues
related to delivery of services.

6. Promoting prevention and early intervention services.

(c) The department shall ensure, to the greatest extent
possible, that the formation of each community alliance builds
on the strengths of the existing community human services
infrastructure.

(d) The 4nitiat membership of the community alliance in a
county shall be composed of the following:

1. A representative from the department. FThe—distriet

A representative from county government.
A representative from the school district.
A representative from the county United Way.
A representative from the county sheriff’s office.

6. A representative from the circuit court corresponding to
the county.

7. A representative from the county children’s board, if
one exists.

(e) At any time after the initial meeting of the community
alliance, the community alliance shall adopt bylaws and may

increase the membership of the alliance to include £he—state
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organizations who represent funding organizations, are community
leaders, have knowledge of community-based service issues, or

otherwise represent perspectives that will enable them to
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233| accomplish the duties listed in paragraph (b), if, in the
234 judgment of the alliance, such change is necessary to adequately
235 represent the diversity of the population within the community
236 alliance service circuits distriets.
237 (f) A member of the community alliance, other than a member
238 specified in paragraph (d), may not receive payment for
239 contractual services from the department or a community-based
240 care lead agency.
241 (g) Members of the community alliances shall serve without
242 compensation, but are entitled to receive reimbursement for per
243 diem and travel expenses, as provided in s. 112.061. Payment may
244 also be authorized for preapproved child care expenses or lost
245| wages for members who are consumers of the department’s services
246 and for preapproved child care expenses for other members who
247 demonstrate hardship.
248 (h) Members of a community alliance are subject to the
249| provisions of part III of chapter 112, the Code of Ethics for
250 Public Officers and Employees.
251 (1) Actions taken by a community alliance must be
252 consistent with department policy and state and federal laws,
253 rules, and regulations.
254 (jJ) Alliance members shall annually submit a disclosure
255 statement of services interests to the department’s inspector
256| general. Any member who has an interest in a matter under
257 consideration by the alliance must abstain from voting on that
258| matter.
259 (k)
260 to s. 286.011 and the public records provision of s. 119.07(1).

261 (7 PRPOATATVDE DT T AN
7 ——T<T T U T T T o INLOL 0

All alliance meetings are open to the public pursuant
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plans for those programs.

ITRAvVolving—examing

Section 3. Subsection (5) of section 20.43, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

20.43 Department of Health.—There is created a Department
of Health.

(5) The department shall plan and administer its public
health programs through its county health departments and may,

for administrative purposes and efficient service delivery,

establish up to 15 service areas to carry out such duties as may

be prescribed by the State Surgeon General. The boundaries of

the service areas shall be—the same as—or combinations——of—+th

Az o~ A2 ot g A+ £ +1h Nernagrtrmandt £ Oha1 1A+ an A oy ]y
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shallt take into consideration the boundaries of the jobs and

education regional boards.

Section 4. Subsection (27) of section 39.01, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

39.01 Definitions.—When used in this chapter, unless the
context otherwise requires:

(27) “District administrator” means the chief operating

officer of each service district of the department as defined in

s. 20.1945) and, where appropriate, includes any district

administrator whose service district falls within the boundaries

of a judicial circuit.
Section 5. Subsection (5) of section 394.78, Florida

Statutes, 1s amended to read:
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procedures for audit and monitoring of service providers;

resolution of disputes.
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Section 6. Subsection (1) of section 420.622, Florida

Statutes,
420.022 State Office on Homelessness;

is amended to read:
Council on
Homelessness.—

(1) The State Office on Homelessness 1s created within the
Department of Children and Families Famity—Serviees to provide
and other related coordination on issues

interagency, council,

relating to homelessness. Apn—execeugtive—director—of+theoffice
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Section 7. During the 2013 regular legislative session, the

Legislature shall adopt legislation to conform the Florida

Statutes to the provisions of this act.

Section 8. This act shall take effect July 1, 2012.
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